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PREFACE. 



A S foon as the ftudy of niedals, atr- 
JLjL tending the other arts and iciences 
upon their revival in Europe, became any 
thing prevalent, books aiming, like this, 
to contain general principles of that branch 
of knowledge likewife appeared. In Italy, 
where coUeftions of ancient coins were firft 
formed, it was natural that works .of this 
* kind fhould arife. Accordingly, In 1 548 *, 
c» Enea Vico puhlifhed his Difcourfes on the 
Medals of the Ancients ; a treatife of good 

* Others fay 1555; they had not fecn the firft edition of the 
GioKtOy Vinegia, 1548, 4to. 
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IV PREFACE, 

method, and large intelligence for that pe- 
riod. He therein treats of the metals em- 
ployed in ancient coinage ; of portraits to 
be found on coins; of the types on their 
reverfes ; of their legends ; of medallions ; 
of falfe medals, and rules for difcerning 
them ; dates of hiftory ; forms of edifices ; 
names of magiftrates, &c. His example 
was imitated in France by Antoine le Pois, 
who in 1579 gave his Difcourfe on the 
Coins and Seals of the Ancients ; of which 
the dry and verbofe method is compen- 
fated by the moft exquifite plates which 
perhaps ever attended a medalHc work. 

Tho thefe produflions had merit, yet 
they had an unneceffary length, and pe- 
dantic formality of erudition. Thefe 
faults became the more ftriking as fcience 
advanced, and pedantry, of confequence, 
began to difappear ; for the latter is only 
the fchool-mafter of the former, and as 
fcience attains to maturity, their acquaint- 
ance ceafes of courie. When a man is^ in 
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the rudiments of any knowledge, how full 
he is of it ! how importantly he talks of 
it ! but, as he advances, it becomes fami- 
liar, and he wears it eafily about him. Int 
like manner countries have their pedantry, 
as well as individuals ; it being the necef^ 
fary attendant of the introdudtion of fcience. 

A fmall work therefore, which Ihould 
difplay brief and cafy inftruftions for the 
intelligence of coins, being ftiU very much 
•wanted, in 1665 Charles Patin, fonof the 
celebrated Guy Patin phyfician to the 
French king, and a very Ikilful medallift, 
puBlifhed his Hiftory of Medals, or Intro- 
duftion to that Science. This treatife, of 
which the laft edition, 1695, is, in my 
opinion, much fuperior to the work of 
Jobert, next to be mentioned, ran thro 
many editions, and was traaflated into all 
the languages of Europe. 

Notwithffanding the high merit of this 
work, and its vaft^fuccefs, in 1692 Pere 

a 3 Jobert 
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Jobert jfrefcnted to the public his Science 
des MeJailles; a title furely the moft im- 
pudent that ever flood at the head of any 
book. Patin had modeftly called his an 
Introduftion to the fcience ; but Jobert's 
was the fcience itfelf ; and the book cor- 
refponds to the title, being every way 
worthy of a Jefuit, and replete with the 
moft glariiig plagiarifm from Patin, whom 
he does not mention above once. But 
fUch is the preference of impudence over 
modefty, that his book effeftually fup- 
planted that of Patin, and has ftood its 
ground ever fince, paffihg thro many edi- 
tions, and being tranflated into moft lan*» 
guages. Every bookfeller will tell u»^ 
that Hterature i$ a lottery ; and the obfer- 
vation was never more verified than in this 
inftance. It is proper to add, that the 
.very firft edition of Jobert is the beft of 
thofe publiflied by himfelf ; fw: that o£ 
1 715, which he publiflied in two vo- 
lumes, is only fwfeUed with itopertinence, 
and the crude reveries of Pere Hardouin, 

whom 
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Did not my defiga in this preface in-? 
duce me to enumerate every Englifh work, 
in particular, which has appeared of this 
kind, I (hould pafs in filent contempt that 
called " An Introdudion to the Know* 
<6 ledge of Medals, by the late Reverend 
** David Jennings, D. D. printed by Bafk* 
" erville, 1764,'* lamo. But this being 
the only other attempt in the language, it 
is neceffary to mention it in few words* 
It coniifts only of about 60 pages, moft of 
which are taken up with Jewilh Ihekels 
and divinity, as in duty bound to pray^ 
The only apology which can be made for 
it is^ th-^t it was drawn up by the autlior^ 
«s would ieem, without the moft diftanfc 
view of publication ; but was fetit inft^ the 
breathing warld^^ Hot half made up^ by 
fome officious friend. It's innumerable 
blunders* and holy verbofity, ftamp it 

thfe 

♦ To inftance a few, he tells us that all ahctcnt coins were firft 
caft in molds, ttiwi flam|)cdv tliat there were foroetimes five mint* 
maflen ; that S. C^ is on all medals ; that an altar on a coin of 
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the moft childifli work which ever appear- 
ed in any fcience whatever. 

From this deduftion the reader will per* 
ceive how much a treatife of this kind was 
wanted, in our language in particular; 
tho indeed fuch a work has been univer- 
fally known to be needed, and much 
wiflied for, during this whole Century* 
How far the prefent may anfwer the in* 
tention, or expedation, the reader muft 
judge; tho if he' does not condemn, it 
will not be owing to the want of previous 
inftruaions ; for I am well aware that 
nothing is more provocative of criticifm 
than any attempt of which .the author cri- 
ticifes his predeceffors. But, as this is a 
work of inftruaion, it was abfolutely ne- 
ceffary to point out the faults of others, 
that they might be avoided. 

Auguftus is a gates that Fcis XXX. mult. XXXX. implies a 
wilh that the emperor may live 30 years and 40 more. He feem. 
to fay that all the Roman emperors appear with diadems ^^ 
certainly had never feen a dozen coins, nor a fingle medaUic writer 
of this century, wnccr 

The 



• •n 



F R £ F A C e« XIH 



The lefs an author fays at any time 
about his own produ6lions the better ; fb 
it (hall only be added, that, tho this little 
eflay was begun as a mere amufement and 
relief from idlenefs ; yet I foon found that 
infinite labour was required to anfwer my 
own expeftations. As it is difagreeable to 
relinquifh a defign when entered upon, 
this toil has not been fpared. Indeed the 
reader will hardly believe how much at- 
tention is required in a work of this kind, 
for every page almoft contains a number 
of minute fafts, for each of which confi- 
derable information is neceffary : infomuch 
that peiiiaps in two or three lines the 
fruit of much refearch into a dozen or two 
of. authors is prefented. Hence miftakes 
arc unavoidable ; and tho all poffible pre- 
vention has been ufed, yet many errors 
may have crept in ; any of which, if the 
reader will point out in a letter, inclofed 
to the care of the publifher, the admo- 
nition will be moft thankfully accepted; 

and, 



XIV F R E F A C £• 

and, fhould the work attain another edi- 
tion, be followed by a removal of the 
fault. 

They who wifh to proceed in this fci- 
ence may next perufe the moft excellent 
and ufeful work of Froelich *, and after- 
wards fuch books of medals as they pleafe, 
in chrahological order as publifhed, from 
Goltzius down to Pellerin and Combe. I 
fcruple not to recommend Goltzius, tho 
all his works have many coins not yet 
found in cabinets, his own being unfortu- 
-nately loft, becaufe medals which he de- 
icribes, aud which- were looked upon as 
iittitioua, are yearly foynd really exiftent, 

* '* Notltia ElemcBtaris Numifmatum antiquorum illoruniy 
•* quae Urbium Libcrarum, Regum et Principum, ac Perfoaarum 
** lil^jiflrUim, appellaotur. Vienoae, Pragae^ et TeEgefti^ i7S^/* 
4to. This work is, however, not without faults; tlie lid pf 
Greek cities of which we have coins is defeftivc in about a third 
of the number; and the plan of fplitting the feries of kings -of 
every; realm into different epochs is execrable. A more minute 
fault 18, his giving plated coins the title of braSieati, a name be- 
longing to a very different kind, as the reader will fee in Se£^ion 
XVni. of this work. Nummi lamella ai^tBtiaAbdu^ was the 
proper phrafe for plated coins. 

and 
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and of un(k>ubted antiquity. A French 
writer compares him to Pliny the natural 
hiftorian, who was thought to deal mudi 
ill falfehood, till Time drew his truth out 
of the well ; fo that, as knowledge ad- 
vances, mofl: of his wonders acquire gra- 
dual confirmation. For modern coins and 
medals, the authors who have treated 
thofe of each particular country muO: be 
confulted ; the Englilh, in particular, ap- 
pear, in Snelling's Works, and Folkcs^s 
Tables, to an advantage which will not be 
ibon furpafled. 

As the reader may, however, expedi: 
fome direftions for his medallic fludies, I 
(hall beg leave to offer him a lift of what 
authors have appeared to mc the beft, after 
a perufal of almoft every work puHiflied 
in this line, from a duodecimo pamphlet 
to two volumes folio, and from thebegin- 
hing of the fixteenth century to the pre* 
fent hour. Perhaps this eftimate may be 
thought too f^rere, •when the ihortnefs of 

my 
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xny lift is confidered ; but I will venture 
to fay, that in no fcience whatever have fb 
many bad books, and fo few good ones^ 
been given as in this. At the fame time, 
if the reader wi(hes to enlarge his ftudies, 
he may pleafe his fancy ; all that I (ball 
do here is, to give him a (hort catalogue of 
the beft medallic produdlions, and the beft 
editions of them« 

For the general fcience I muft recom- 
mend Vico's work, Difcorfi fopra le Afif- 
daglie de gli antic hi; beft editions are, Fi^ 
negia^ iSSS^ 4^^> 2i\^ Parigiy 1622, 4to: 
and Patin*s Hjfloire des MedailleSj ou In^ 
Irbdu^ion a la connoijfance de cette Science ; 
beft edition is of Paris, 1695, i2mo. 

The ftudy of the Greek coins may be 
begun with Goltzius, Hiftoria Sicilia et 
Magna Gracia ex antiquis NumiJinatibuSy 
Antwerpiae, 1644, folio. Recourfe may 
then be had to Geffner's Tbefaurus Numif- 
matum^Tigyin^ i^^!^^ two volumes folio* 

This 
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This Work contains all the Greek* and Ro- 
man coins publiftied by every preceding 
autlior, and confifts entirely t)f copper- 
plates, with printed explanations of only 
the Greek kings, tho the civic coins are 
likewife explained in copper- plates. The 
Roman medals, which compofe the fecond 
volume, are not illuftrated at all. It is a 
pity that many of the coins are not in 
exaft order, in the beginning of the firft 
volume, and that the author has beea 
foolifli enough to give us many of the 
forged coins, tho he always marks them 
as fuch ; but, upon tjie whole, this is the 
beft medallic work of general reference 
ever publiflied *. The productions of 
Pellerin, Paris, 1762, and following years, 
till 1778, ought next to be perufed, tnjak* 
ii)g> with all the fupplements, ten quarto 
volumes. Thefe volumes chiefly contain 
coins never before publiflied, and are juflly.. 

•* The workof Gcflhcr is rare; and, when met with, is very 
feldoni complete. Such copies t& have falleo in my way go no 
lower than Philip (he ibn ; later coins will be found in Banduri. 

b ■ ' held 
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held m high efiMm* I believe it !s to 
M. Pellerin tb^t we are indebted for the 
firft plates of medals, perfectly reprefent* 
kig the originals in every flaw and irregu* 
Urity Cif edge alid ioipreflioni which is a 
Caoiib cajiital improvement^, and makes 
the view of fuch plates almoft equal to 
that of the coins themfelves. Mr. Combe's 
publication of Dr. Hunter's coios of Greek 
cities, Lc^don^ 1782,, 4td, &s it is the laft^ 
fo it is the very heft of the kind ever yet. 
given^ The plan of prefenting the weight, 
metal, and fize of eVeiy coin, in marginal 
colunxns^ cannot be enough praifed, as 
every ufe may be made of a defbription fa 
arranged that can be drawn fifom the coins 
themfelves# 

For the Greek ihcrfiarchic coins deflhef 
may be referred to, $s the moft ample af-^ 
femblage; and ^ iew additional coins may 
be found in the authors mentioned in Sec* 
fibn II.. of this work,. Froelich's NotUia^ 
iQ4 BeUeriii» Wcr itittft negret that the' 
5 medals 
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fiiedaig of Greek prtfrce^ in Ht. Irlunttt^i 
tabirief are fto* piiblilhed, as they fbrfti 
the largeft and beft coile<aibn of that kihd 
in the world, being^ infinitely fupcrictf to 
that of the Frerich iing.^ 

The. Rotiiari donfvilar coiiis will he fbtina 
In fiill detail irt Geffner; and thofe who 
i^iA fdt defcriptioiis may read Vaillant'ai 
Numrfii Mtiqui Familiarum Romandrumi 
Amft, 1 763, z volunies folio ; or the The^ 
faurus MorelUanuSj Amft. *734, which \i 
i latet arid a better work. 

The imperial corns of Rdrrie are like- 

wife very amply difplayed by Geffiier; 

iho along with him, for the rare coirttf,* 

fhould be f€ad Vaillaht*^ Numifmata Im* 

' peratorum Romanorwn^ pubHihed by Bal- 

cefi^t Rome, 1 745V 3 voiumfeS 4to ; an^ ' 

aEj\sl's Numifmata Imperatorurh Romano^ 

runiy Vindobonae, 1767, 4tOy being a fup-f 

_ piemen t to the Rom'an edition of Vaillant^ 

Banduri's Numifmata Imp. Rom. Liitetiae^ 

b z lyiB^ 
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1 7 1 8, 2 volumes folio, (hould Hkewife be 
perufed, for the Byzantine coins in parti* 
cular, being fuperior to the work of Du- 
qange on that fubjedt. Occo's Numifmata 
Imp. Rom. is a good book of general refer- 
ence, being only a lift of all coins in every 
reign, digefted into the years in which 
they were apparently ftruck. Occo's own 
fecond edition is the beft; the additions 
of Mezzabarba are of dubious faith *. 

Of books on modern coins and me- 
dals the firft which ought to be perufed 
by a Britifti fubje<5l are thofe relating to 
his own country. He cannot begin better 
than with Mr. Clarke's " Connexion of 
** the Roman, Saxon, and £ngli(h Coins, 

* An authentic work on the portraits of illuftrious men of an- 
tiquity, drawn from coins^ gems, buAs, flatuesy &c. is much <uiuw» 
ed. That of Urfinus is not to he depended onj he was the A ^^ 
of a former period, and, like him, is given to fubditute , 
ravings for truth. The portrait of Virgil, in particular, wTiich 
we now find every where, and for which we are indebted to one 
of the dreams of Urfinus, is only that of a Mufe. A gem with- 
out infcription^ or attribute^ was die foundation of this univerfal 
authprity I 

«Lon- 
4 
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*< London, 1767,*' 4to. A gooi work on 
Britifli and Saxon coins, with prints, is 
much wanted ; but as none now exifts, 
let us pafs to the Englifh: ind in the 
very firft place may be recommended Mr. 
Lowndes's excellent " Report, containing 
** an Effay for the Amendment of the Silver 
^' Coins," publiftied by order of govern- 
ment at London in 1695, 8vo ; a produc- 
tion, tho fhort, yet full of the moft valua- 
ble and authentic information. Then Snel- 
ling's Views of Englifh Money, London, 
1763, and following years, 4to, ought to 
be perufed, and followed by Folkes's Ta- 
bles of Englifh Coin, London, 1763, 4to, 
correding the errors of either work, by 
means of the other. Ducarel's Letters on 
Anglo-Gallic Coins are very commendable, 
and fingularly interefling to every one con- 
cerned in the ancient glory of this country. 
Englifh medals are publifhed by Snelling, 
and in Vertue's account of Simon's works. 
On the Scotifh coins the only books arp 
phpfe of Anderfon and Snelling, neither, of 

b^ them 
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♦fc difplayed in Brenner's 7%e/aurui Nunh' 
fnorum Sueo^Gothorum^Holtnix^ ^73^9 4^^ 
Bi^ot- s Hiftoin M^^alliqw de la Holiande 
gives the roedah ftruck by tht' United 
Provinces, for fpw readers will have phlegm 
enough to re^d Van Logn's five folio vo- 
lumes, of which a French tranflation was 
]publiflied at tjie Hague in 1 734. On the 
coins of thje feveral JEaftern countries, and 
thofe of tl^e fmaller ilates in Europe, dif- 
ferent treatife3 have been publilhed, but, 
^s they are Jittle ii>terefting, \t vsrere need- 
|efs to eniinjej-afe tJjen), 

Such is the Ijft of ajmoft all the works, 
V^orth attention, which have been written 
pn this fcience. Moft of the others the 
ipader wil} npt perpfe witl^ impunity, a$ 
Jie will croud his n^enjory with rnany 
j5rrors, whicji it lyJU require muph ftudy 
for hitt^ to eradicate, t^^mphlets upon 
(ingle meclajs, and the like, are commonly 
written by the authors only to (hew that 
pld women ^re nqt the qnly perfons who 
f ftn fay a great deal upon nothing. Theie 

b4 parti? 
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particularly fwarm; and I will be bold tt> 
fay that not one of them deferves perufal, 
even tho the name of a firft-rate medallic 
author ftands at the head of it. 



rf-r 



This preface cannot be difmifled with- 
out offering a remark upon the pedantry 
which, to this day, fo prevails in this fci- 
ence. They who make a purfuit of it, 
ought to reflect that, tho it is a moft in- 
nocent purfuit, and fuch' as never engaged 
the attention of a bad man, it is yet a far 
more laudable amufement. They ought, 
in- confequcnce, not to make of it an arti- 
cle of faith, but to treat all the parts of it 
with coolnefs and candour, as matters of 
the mereft indifference, and certainly of no 
neceflity or importance. Inftead pf this, 
the converlatiou pf fome medallifts is com* 
monly vehemeqt about trifles, and con- 
jdemnatory of every opinion, of either liv- 
ing, or dead authors, which accords not 
with their own. Like other pedants, 
phey are J^erce and . ^ftern ; for there are 
. , many 
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many analogies between men and other 
animals, and none ftronger than this, that 
they get fierce from being kept in the 
ilark. 



The French medallifts treat the fcience 
with more politenefs, tho they carry the 
attachment to a height unknown to us ; 
as may be judged from the very late ex- 
ample of M. Pellerin, a man of great 
wealth, who was fo fond of medals as to 
continue to write upon the fubjedl after he 
was blind with age. This he did by means 
of an invention defcribed In the laft volume 
of his works. The French faftiion is now 
beginning to be followed among us; and 
many of the prefent medallifts are no lefs 
diftinguiflied by their knowledge than by 
their modeft and liberal communication of 
it; fo that it is to be hoped that, in a very 
fliort time, the pedantic fpirit which has 
fo long infefted this fcience will totally 
difappear. 

CON- 
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ESSAY ON MEDALS. 



SECTION I. 

Rife and Frogrefs of the Study of Medals^ 

^T^HE amtifement arifing from medals is fo 
a common ind univerfal, that we meet with 
few people who have not formed a little collec- 
tion of fome kind or other. As no axiom is 
looked upon as more certain than that even the 
mihuteft principles of the human mind have 
been the fame in all ages, we muft be induced 
to fuppofe that the ftudy of medals is almoft as 
ancient as medalsx themfelves. We find not, 
however, in ancient writers, the flighteft hint of 
collcdtions of this kind. But many fmall par- 
ticulars of the manners and cuftoms of the an- 
cients are pafled without notice in their writers- 

B Indeed, 
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ladeedy in the days of Grecce^t a coUedion of 
fuch coins as then exifled mud: have been re- 
garded as no valuable acquifition, confiding 
only of thofe (truck by the innumerable little 
States then ufing the Greek charaAers and lan- 
guage. This would give them an air of do- 
meftic coinage; and make them be regarded 
with an eye of little curiofity, however exqui- 
fite their impreffions. Add to this the fmall in- 
tercourfe between different provinces and coun- 
tries during that period^ and we fiiall not won- 
der that if a traveller or two eoliedted a few 
hundred coins^ yet none of their fellow-citizens 
thought fuch a minute anecdote worth commit- 
ting to writing. 

If we pafs to the Romans, the only other 
people of antiquity in whofe writings we can 
expedt any information of this kind, we ihall 
find that, almoft as foon as any communication 
was opened between them and the Greeks, the 
future fovcreigns of the world treated the Gre- 
cian art, difplayed in the minuteft, as well as in 
the largeft works of that ingenious nation, with 
due diftindion and applaufe. The Grecian coins 
were imitated by the Roman workmen, and 
preferved in the cabinets of their fenators, 
among the choiceft trcafures. The firfl: cir- 
cumftance we learn from the Roman medals of 
that period; and the latter from Suetonius, ^\'ho 
tells us that Auguftus ufed, on folemn occa- 
4 fions^ 
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iions^ to prefent his friends with medals of fo- 
reign dates and princes, along with other the 
mod valuable teftimonies of his love *. 

In a more advanced period of the Roman 
empire, we know that individuals muft have 
formed feriefes of Roman coins ; for a complete 
feries of filver was lately found in our ifland, 
containing all the emperors down to Caraufius^ 
inclufive -f-. 

From the decline of the Roman empire a 
total darknefs envelopes every branch of fci- 
cnce, till the revival of literature in the end of 
the fifteenth century. Indeed, while the Chrif- 
tian dominion of Conftantinople lafted, which 
was near twelve unhappy centuries, it may be 
pronounced to have flood the very palladium 
and fan&uary • of ignorance and of barbarifm. 
No fine art fiouriftied in any kingdom during 
that gloomy period. But as foon as Conftan* 
rinople fell a prey to the Turks, thar-feriqc 
of ignorance, with the goddefs herfelf, became 
their portion ; and fcieuce, as at the breaking of 
a talifman, ilood confeft all over Europe in an- 
cient glory. 

During a glimmering twilight which pre- 
ceeded this radiant morning, literature was a 

* Saturnalibus, ct fi quando alias libuifTet, roodo munera divi* 
debaty Te(lem, et aurum, ec argentum; modo num)7io9 omnis 
notae, etiam vctcres rcgios ac peregrinos. Suctpn. in Aug. n. 75. 

+ Stukeley's Medallic Hlftory of Carauii^s; an autlior whom 
fa^s alone can juftify mj quoting. 

B a little 
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little cultivated in Italy. And fo iotunate and 
neceilary a ctxineiSiOQ has now the ftudy <^ 
medals with that of aDcient erudition, that, on 
the very eailielt appearance of a revival of cbe 
latter, the former was alfo difcloled. 

For we find that Petrarca, one of the very 
firft men in Europe who in modern times 
afpired to the celebrity ot learning and of ge- 
nius, was likewlfe the firll to inftttute an ex- 
ample of the fcience of medals. -This eminent 
writer being deiired by the Emperor Charles IV. 
to compofe a book containing the lives of il- 
luflrlous men, and to place him in the liH, with 
a noble pride anfwered, that he would comply 
with this defire whenever the emperor's future 
life and adtons deferved it. Taking occafion 
from this, he fent that monarch a collection of 
gold and lilver coins of celebrated men, as he 
tells us in hisepiftles. " Behold," fays, he to 
tlie emperor, " to what men you have fue- 
" ceeded ! Behold whom you fliould imitate 
*' and admire ! To whofe very form and im^ge 
'• you ihould compofe your talents ! The inva- 
'• luable prcfent I ihould have given to nobody 
" but you : it was due to you alone. I ean 
" only know or defcribe the deeds of thefe 
" great men. Your fupreme office enables you 
*' lo imitate them *." 

In 

"• Ecce, Casfar, quibus fuccifljUi. Ecce quos imicari (ludeij, 

ct Rikiii : ad quorum foimulim ct iinagincm te compoalt i quos, 

^ praenr 
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In th« next age Alphonfo king of Anragon 
caufed all the ancient cbjins, that could be dis- 
covered throughout the whole provinces of 
Italy, to be collected. The colle(ftion, however, 
muft not have been very large, as it was placed 
in an ivory cabinet, and always carried with 
him. The author of his life informs us, that 
Alphonfo confefled himfelf excited to great 
adiions by the prefence, as it were, of fb many 
illuftrious men in their images. 

Anthony Cardinal of St. Mark, nephew of 
Eugene IV. who afcended the pontifical chair 
in 1431, had a vaft coUedion* Soon after this, 
Cofmo de Medici began the grand mufeum of 
the family of the Medici at Florence ; as the 
moft ancient, fo the mod noble, in the univerfe. 
Among a profufion of other monuments of an- 
cient art, coins and medals were not ncgleded. 
About the fame period Matthias Corvinus, king 
.of Hungary, formed a noble coUedion of coins, 
along with ancient manufcripts and other va* 
Juable reliques of antiquity ^f. 

Hitherto, however, no writer bad ever 
thought of examining the fubje^ of ancient 

■ 

prxter te unum, nulli hominam datiirus cram : tua me movie 
autboritas. 'Licet cnioi horum mores et nomina, horum ego res 
geftas norira; tuum eft, noa modum nolle, fed fequi. TJU 
itaquc debebantur. Lib. x. cpift. 3- 

f. For fomc of thcfe inftances the author is indebted to rfie pre- 
face of the lafl cditjon of La Science dcs Mcdailles, Paris, 1739^ 
1 vols. X 2mo. 

B 3 mcdalsi 
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medals. I take the celebrated Agnolo Poll- 
zi^noi more knowp by the Latin appellation of 
Angelus Politianus, to be the very firft who 
.even adduced them as vouchers of ancient or- 
thography and cuftoms. In his Mifcellanea *, 
written about 1 490, he cites different coins of 
the Medicean coUedion, then devolved to Lau- 
rence de Medicis, duke of Florence, fucceffar 
to the great Cofmo. 

Maximilian L emperor of Germany, having 
formed a cabinet of medals, Joannes Hutti- 
chiqs was enabled, by its means, to publifh a 
book of the lives of the emperors, enriched with 
their portraits, delineated from ancient coins. 
This book, which is thought to be the firft f 
of the kind, was printed in 1525, reprinted in 
J5^4> and in 1537 a third edition appeared, 
with the addition of forty*two confular medals, 
engraved on wood. Prior to this, however, 
and about 1 5 12, Guillaume Bude, a French 
writer, had written his treatife De Affe, though 
it was not printed till many years afterwards. 

M. Grollier, treafurer of the armies of France 
in Italy during part of the fixteenth century, 
bad a great colledtion of coins in all metals. 
De Thou tells us, in his Hiftory of his own 

* Cap. 19. 58. &c. Bafil. 15^2. izmo. 

f Lahl)e, howeyer, in his Bibliotheca Nummaria, mentions a 
)vork, called Illuflrium Imagines, by one Andreas Fulvius, printed 
in 1 517, in vyhicii, as >yould appear, mofl of c)ie portraits ar^ fro;n 
ipcdtls, 

times. 
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times^ that, after the death of GroUier, his 
brafs medals were carried from Paris into Pro< 
vence, and were about to be fent to Italy, when 
the King of France, being informed of this 
tranfa&ion, gave orders that they ihould be 
flopped, and bought them at a high price for 
his own cabinet of antiquities. Befides the me« 
dais of brafs mentioned by De Thou, M« 
GroUier had an aifortment of gold and filver. 
The cabinet containing them fell, two centu- 
ries afterwards, into the haqds of M. L'Abbc 
de Rothelin ; and was known to have been that 
of GroUier from fome flips of paper on which 
was his ufual infcription for his books^ ^* Jo* 
9nnis GroUierii et amicorum.'' 

Guillaume du Choul was the contemporary 
of GroUier, and likewife a man of diftindion 
and fortune. He had a good coUedion of me- 
dals, and publiihed many in his treatife on the 
religion of the ancient Romans, printed at Ly- 
ons in 1557. 

The letters of Erafmus fliew that the ftudy 
of medals was begun, in the Low Countries, 
about the beginning of the iixteenth century* 
About the middle of that century, Hubertus 
Goltzius, a printer and engraver, travelled 
over a great part of Europe in fearch of 
coins and medals, for works, relating to them, 
which he intended to publilh. In the prole* 
gomena to his life of Julius Cafar, publiflied 

B4 as 
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as a fpecimen of larger works in confequcnce 
of thefe refearches, he addrefles an epiftle to all 
the antiquaries who affifted him, or whofe ca- 
binets he vifited. 1 his epiftle cx)ntain8 a lift df 
colle<ftors, and their places of refidence; by 
which it appears that, in the middle of the fix- 
teenth century, there were, in the Low Coun- 
tries, «oo cabinets of medals; 175 in Germany 5 
more than 380 in Italy; and about ico in 
FVance. A prodigious number! but which 
now may be fairly quadrupled,. I imagine, for 
thefe countries, with the addition of 500 for 
our own, which we muft regret that Goitzius 
did. not vifit. 

It is not, however, to be doubted that, while 
the other kingdoins of Europe were fo rich in 
colle(9:ions, this illand negleded thofe treafures 
of antiquity^ which the very foil afforded ta 
every labourer. For in few countries in the 
world, if iwe except Italy, are more ancient coins 
found than in Britain; but at what period the 
ftudy of them particularly commenced among 
the learned here, we are left in the dark. I 
fufpcdt, however, that Camden was one of the 
firft, if nut. the very firft, of our writers, whp 
produced medals in his works, and who muft 
have had a fmall colleftion. 
, In the next, being the feventeenth, century, 
Thomas Earl of Arundel and Surrey, Earl Mar- 
I , flial 
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4hal of England, well known by the Arunddian 
Tables, and ' other monuments of antiquity *, 
which he imported into this ifland from Greece 
an'd Italy, had, in his exuberant eolledaon of 
antiquities, a rich cabinet of medals, gathered 
by Daniel .I^ifum. The Dukes of Buckingham, 
and Hamilton ; Sir William Pafton, Sir Thomas 
Fanfhaw, of Ware Park, Sir Thomas Hanmer, 
Ralph Sheldon, Efq. Mr. Selden, and many 
more, are enumerated by Mr. Evelyn as having 
colledlions. The Earl of Clarendon, the hifto- 
rian, muft not be omitted : far lefs the unhappy 
hero of his tale, Charles I. That imprudent 
monarch, with an utter hatred for liberty, the 
parent of the fine arts, was yjEt fingularly at- 
tached to thefe arts themfelves; and, among 
other inftances, had a very fine cabinet of me- 
dals f, which, in the civil commotions^ was dif- 
fipated and loll. 

'^' In the cellar of a houfe in Norfolk Street in tht Strand, !s % 
6ne antique bath> formerly belonging to this Earl of Arundel^ 
whofe houfe and va(l gardens were adjacent. It is a jity that it is 
not more known, and taken care of. 

f Hear Junius, librarian to Charles the Firil, fpe^ing of the 
palace at Sr. James's : " Quern locum, ii vicinam pinacothecam» 
** bibliotheca celeberrimae conjun£^am $ ii numifmata antiqua 
** Gracay ac Romanai ii ilatuas, et iigna, ex aere et marmore, 
'< coniidcras, non immerito Thefaurum Antiquitatis, et Ta^wo^ 
** inftru£fci(1imum, nominare potes,'* In Notis ad Clem. Ep. ad 
Cor.-^— And this from Patin's Familiae Romanae: " Carolus 
" Primus, ille Magnae Britanniae Rex, ca^eros Etxropae prinoipes 
i* omncs hoc poffcinonum generc vincebat.*' 

To 
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o trace tbe biftory of this ftudy aqj further. 
Id fwell this little treatife to a moft uanecef- 
fize. I ifaall conteat mylelf with obferving 
, from the middle of tbe laft century, down 
befe times, almoft every year has produced 
c new work, or oew difcovery, id this 
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SECTION II. 



lltility of ibh Study. 



IF we caft an eye over the whole circle of the 
produdions of buman genius, perhaps we 
Ihall perceive none of fuch grand importance 
and utility to mankind as Hiftory. Moft of the 
other efforts of the mind only intereft indivi- 
duals as fuch; but hiftory, when executed with 
philofophic candour and propriety, concerns 
and inftrudls whole empires, indeed the whole 
univerfe. By it ftatefmen and ftales are taught, 
from the example of former and other nations, 
and that of their own in preceding times, to 
propagate meafures that contribute to the gene- 
ral welfare ; and to guard againft evils, which 
are often unforefeen, and, in confequence, not 
warded off, only becaufe they are nor known to 

have 
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have exifted in ancient periods, nor the me- 
thods inveftigated which then prevented or mi* 
tigated them. 

But the verybafe of htftwy is truth, without 
which the caufes of human adiion, nay the ac- 
tions themfelves, are difguifed, and the inftruc* 
tion, arifing from the narration, totally loft, or 
converted into an; iempty cMrnafr** Now the, 
fole evidence we can have of the veracity of an 
hiftorian confifts in fuch collateral documents as 
are palpable taall, and can admit 6f no falfifi- 
cation. 

Such, in modern times, are public memoirs, 
inftrudions to ambafladors, letters of ftate, and 
the like vouchers ; which every perfon allows to 
be irrefragable- 

But as thefe proofs are fubjed to innumerable 
accidents, mutilation, and utter lofs, their evi- 
dence cannot be prcfumcd to extend to very 
diftant ages. 

Add to this that, as fuch vouchers moft comr 
paonly remain in the country whofe ai^ions they 
jUnport, they cannot be latisfaftory to the world 
at large without ^ degree of faiii which, to th^s 
fevere eye of philofophy, will appear too large. 

Hence monuments of longer duration are re- 
quired to evince the veracity pf ancient hiftory. 
Such indeed are public buildings, ftatues, and in- 
jfcriptions. But the evidence of thefe teftimonies, 
tho it extends to rempte ages, dqes not extend to 

remote 



remote countries, if w6 except ]3 Very few ;in- 
ilances of tb^ tvvOt lad aa:H:ki9* - : 

The reader imiA have^ e«e now^ recaUe«!led^ 
from thb deduftion, that medalil alone tcmaist 
as the principal proofs of hiftonc truths thcitt 
evidence reach bg ac once to the moft remote 
ages, and the mo&. remote couiitrks. 

The vaft titilky of this iludy iitfaere£c»re dear^ 
becaufe it ferves as a bafis to the moft important 
of all homan fciences* 

Perhaps ithe grioands of thb reaibmng may be 
looked upon as more abftnuS: than exsftent; bat 
a few examples will Ihew their jufticc and recti- 
tude. I.fiiould indeed ezped: the fenfible 
reader^s derifion, if thefe examples were foch as 
are fometimes adduced qn this fcore. Some 
writers tell us, that, without the fcience of an^ 
cient coins, we ffaould never have known that 
Antoninus had a fon by .Fa»ftioa^ called Marcus 
Anrnus Valenus Antoninus, had not a Greek 
coin fortunately prcfcrved the memory of this 
molt stupendous event; that we ihould never 
have knowi) that a tyrant . called Pacatianus 
exifted, without fuch a circular record; nor 
that Barbia Orbiana was the wife of Alexander 
Severus. A([lonilhing difcoverfes ! and equally 
fitted to delight and inftrud:! 

** Turpe eft difficiUs habere migas; 

*' Stultus ct labor cH: incptiarum.** ' 

Leaving 
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' Lea^ng thefe impertinences of crude erudi. 
tion, let us examine a little what has been ac- 
tual^ performed towards an elucidarion of dif- 
ferent parts of ancient hiftory, by means of the 
ftadjr of medals. 

VaiUant, in his learned hiftory of the kings 
of Syria, printed at Paris, 1681, fet the firft 
important example of fixing the dates, and ar< 
ranging the order of events in ancient hiftofians, 
by means of thefe infallible vouchers. By 
them alone be was enabled to fix, in a very 
great degree, the cbronolt^ and progrefs of 
events of three of the m^ important king- 
doms of the ancient world, namely, tbofe of 
Egypt, of Syria, and of Parthia *. 

Father Hardouin trod in the fame path, but 
with a ralhnefs which always attends Tgnorance, 
though indeed his Series of the Herodiades, or 
Kings of Judaa, f\icceffors of Herod, is the 
moft unexceptionable of hb works. Noris^ 
in his learned treatife on the epochs of the Syro- 
macedonian princes, and Bayer, in his hiftory 
of Ofrhocne, followed the feme plan, after- 

"> Mtny uias hive been difcovercti of t,\l there prince* (ihm 
Vailluit wrote, which funhcr illunrace liis province! of hiftorj'. 
H;i hiftory af ihe Aificidz of Parrhii it hit votR workj it it in- 
deed a polihumout one ; but he gives too much wiy to conjcAure, 
n to the ro*oy princes on whofe coiat ditet ire wanting ^ which, 
io ihit feriet, arc fo nomerout ;hat, at thit diy, only tco prince* 
kivc been found whole meJala fix (heir epoch. 

wards 
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wards honoured by the names of Frqdich *, 
Corfini f , and Cary J, 

But the ftudy of the Greek coins, tho it 
illuilrates the chronology of reigns, yet never 
interprets that of events. This important addi- 
tion is difplayed, in all its vigour, in the Ro* 
man medals ; in which, moft commonly, with 
the portrait of the prince, and date of his con* 
fulfhip, or of his tribunician power, we have a 
reprefentation, or poetical fymbol, of fome 
grand event on the reverfe. 

The Greek medals, (truck In the imperial 
ages, often mark the year of the prince's reign; 
the Roman, moft commonly, the number of 
the emperor's confulihips, or of his tribunician 
power* As the latter ^ aera is ibmetimcs mif- 
taken, by antiquaries, for a mark fynohymous 
to the year of the emperor's reign, we Ihall beg 
leave to offer a few remarks on that fubjed, 
as perhaps a more proper occa€on may not 
occur. 

When. Julius Cafar affumed the fupremc 
power, he dared not to take the title of King, 
however ardently defirous of lb ambitious a 
/diftinftion. He was contented with that of 

* Annales Regum ct rerum Syriae. Vien. i754- 

t De Mianifari, aliorumque Armenia: Regum, Nummls, &c 

«744 
} Hidoire des Rois de Thrace, et du Bofphore Cimmcriea, 

cclaircie par les Medallles.. Fails, 1752. 

Per- 
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Perpetual . DiAator, fyoonyrnouft with the fof- 
mer in efTeA, and, had he been dghtiy advifed^ 
of an -in>port even more invidious* Certain it 
is, that it nec^ffarily implied hii intent ioil 
fievcr to quit, or .even relax his authority; 
whereas be oughf> under the difguife of fome 
faprenie magiftrature of annual ele£kion, to 
have lulled the people with a dream that they' 
might temiinate his power when they pleafed ^ 
or that he would himfelf reiign it when the 
neceifities of ftate, which required his.tetiipo-- 
rary ek,Tatioa, had fubfided. His power would 
by this art have been perpetual, without great 
envy; whereas his open aiSumption of an empty 
title fubmitted him to all the malevolence 
which the utter defpair of the people. could 
fupply* He paid for the miftake with hii 
life. 

Auguftus, who, with far lefs ability than his 
uncle, had yet that cunning which, in the 
commerce of life, commonly avails more to its 
poflefibr than great talents, which are indeed 
always incompatible with it, had the. prudence 
to follow the proper plan. Every pcrfon, the. 
leaft ftilled in Roman hiftory, knows that there 
was an office, entrufted at firft to two plebeians, 
called The Tribunelhip of the People. This 
was of annual eleftion; and in fadt, iti any other, 
hands but thofe of plebeians, mufl have been 
the fupreme power in the ftate, for it belonged 

to 
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to that office to put an abfolute negative upon 
every public meafurc wbatevcn Auguftus, as 
of fenatorial rank, could not affume the title of 
Tribune of the People, but he invefted himfelf 
with one quite equivalent, Tribunicia Poteftate, 
that of being endued with tribunician power. 
This had the advantages formerly pointed out 
as accruing to an appearance of temporary fu- 
premacy. Towards the end of his reign, he 
often affumed his deftined fucceffor, Tiberius, 
as a colleague in the office, for it had been for- 
merly allotted to two, but at firft he enjoyed it 
alone, and in all public inftruments and records 
numbered his tribunician power as an annual 
office. This, with his other artifice of laying 
down his underftood fupreme power, and re- 
fuming it from ten years to ten years, at the de- 
fire of the Senate, affianced his fovereignty to 
him in perfed: fecurity, to the natural end of 
his life. 

This exa-mple was followed by his fucceffors; 
fo that the infcription on their coins is almoit 
always TRIBUNICIA potest ate, among other ti- 
tles, with the date annexed to it, as tr. pot. vir. 
&c. Yet, tho this date far moft generally im- 
plies the year of the emperor's reign, it however 
fometimes happens that the emperor was, by 
the fpecial favour of a former prince, endued 
with this title befwe he came to the throne, as 
being the chofen fucceffor to that prince. Of 

C this 
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this Tiberius, the fixed heir of Auguftus, and 
Titus, the eldeft fon, and natural heir of Vcf- 
pafian, are inflances. 

From Tacitus * we learn that Auguftus had 
the tribunician power, or reigned xxxvi years; 
and from infcriptions f , that the xxxth year 
of the tribunician power of Auguftus was the 
ixth of that of Tiberius, to whom Auguftus 
imparted this office all the other years of his 
reign ; fo that, Auguftus dying in his xxxviith 
tribunelhip, Tiberius had enjoyed that powet 
XVI times before he came to the throne. 

This little difquifition was neceflary, when 
treating of the utility of the Roman coins to the 
chronology of hiftory ; but, leaving it, I Ihall 
proceed to obferve, that a feries of medals pre- 
fents the very beft fuite of documents, of the 
Roman hiftory in particular, that the art of 
man could have invented. Checking the flat- 
tery of fome of them by the truth of hiftory, 
they in their turn reciprocally evidence the 
falfehood or veracity of the hiftorian. 

Were I inclined to difplay erudition upon the 
fubjedt of the various fources of utility arifitig 
from the ftudy of ancient medals, I Ihould pcr- 

* Annal. lib. I. 

f Apud Gruter. p. 295. It may not be improper to mentioo, 
that Commodus was Tribune twicfc before he was emperor. Sec 
Obadiah Walker's Greek and RoraaaHift^ illuftrated by coios 
and medals. IiOndon> 16921 dedic. 

baps 
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haps run the rifk of rivalling Spanheim, who 
has written two ftupendous folio volumes on 
this very theme. But as I much prefer a fingle 
fpark of Britiih fenfe to all the German erudi- 
tion in the world, I Ihall content myfelf with 
offering a very few remarks further upon this 
divifion of my work, and even thofe after pre- 
mifing, that if any reader ihall be inclined to 
pronounce, that the principal utility of this 
ftudy is the elegant and fcientific amufement 
which it affords, I ihall not be difpofed to 
quarrel with him upon the fcore of difference 
in our opinions. 

However, beiides its fervice to hiftory, the 
fcience of medals is certainly of considerable 
ufe to geography ; to natural hiftory ; to the il- 
luilration of ancient writers ; to architedkure; and 
to the knowledge of a connoiffeur, or that of 
ancient monuments, bufts, itatues, ceremonies, 
and the like. 

Its utility to geography may be traced from 
the many Greek coins in which the iituation of 
towns is afligned, as near fome noted river, 
mountain, &c. Thus we have MArNHTflN 
SiriTAOT, of the inhabitants of Magnefia un- 
der mount Sipylus : E*E2inN, and the figure 
of a river, with KAIXTPOS in the exergue; 
which ihews that Ephefus flood upon the river 
Cayfler. Innumerable iimilar inflances may be 

C 2 given 
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given upon this head^ but thefe may ferve as z 
fpccimen* 

The utility of the ftudy of wcient medal* 
to natural hiftory arifes chiefly from the coins 
ftruck on the cekbration of the f«cular gantes^ 
in \yhich th^ figures of various aniipals are pte*^ 
ferved. A celebrated naturalift would not have 
afierted that the camelopard had never been 
feeo in Europe till this century, had he chanced 
on th^ faecular coin of Philippus, in which, if 
I miftake not^ it appears. Indeed had he read 
Horace*, you will fay, he might have cor- 
redted this blunder : and Politianus, in his Mif- 
c,eUanea.t> would have ^formed him of one 
fent i^ a prefcnt from the Sukao of Egypt to 
Lorenzo de Medici. Tb^efe Oscular rnedojls 
very often indeed eib^bliib the point whetbet 
any animal was known to the ancients or no(« 
On many of the Greek medals are the lively 
reprefentations of many uncommoo plants ai^d 
animails ; as in moft of the n>e^ls of Cyrene 
is the celebrated plant called fytphiuw ; and o« 
thofe of Tyre the fliell-fifh from which the fa- 
mous Tyrian pvirple was proctired. 

The brevity of my defign obliges me to pafs 
to the next divifion of utility, namely^ that rf 
the illuftration of obfcure paflkges in ancient 
writers to be drawn from coins. This article,^ 

* " Divcrfum confufa genus pamhcra camelo*** Epift. ad Aug., 
f Cap. 3. 

if 
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if treated at length, might be found almoft in- 
finite ; for fuch parts of authors of antiquity as 
have been explained, or may be explained, by 
the help of old coins, and are explainable by 
that help only, are innumerable. Upon fo vaft 
a theme, therefore, I chufe rather to fay no- 
thing than to fay little. 

The ufes to. be drawn from this ftudy to the 
art of the architect are undoubtedly many ; for 
on medals are preferved the exaft delineations 
of many of the moft beautiful edifices of an- 
tiquity, now not exifting even in their ruins. 

The knowlege of medals is no lefs ufefu}, 
nay is abfolutely neceffary, to the eonnoifleur, 
becaufe by it alone he is enabled to afcribe 
;^ncicnt bufts and ftatues to their proper per- 
fons ; with innumerable other minute points of 
information, without which he cannot afpire to 
that name, and which are only to be attained 
frpm an attention to this branch pf fpienge^ 
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SECTION III. 



Connexion of the Study of Medals with the Fi> 

jlrtj of Poetry, Paiatittg, Scidpturey 

and Architecture. 



THE connexion of this fcience with poet 
has already been treated, at a confiderat 
length, by one of the moft excellent write 
England has produced. Mr. Addifon, in 1 
Effay on the Ufefulnefs of ancient Medals, h 
compared them with paffages of the Lai 
poets at fome length. His title-page mentic 
that the Greek poets fall Ukewife into his pla 
but this muft be a miftake of the printer, oi 
yet ftranger miftake of his own, for there is r 
the flighteft quotation from any Greek writ 
whatever from beginning to end. The pref. 
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<£nce indeed which Mr. Addifon feems always 
inclined to give to the Latin poets, over thofe 
of Greece •* , that is, to imitation over original 
genius, cannot be too feverely reprobated. The 
opinion of that juftly celebrated writer has a 
vaA influence upon public taile; and it is no 
wonder, for the Spectator, of which the princi- 
ples of criticifm are, in many inftances, very 
fufpicious, is, neverthelefs, defervedly the moft 
popular book ever written. 

I (hall not, however, attempt here to fupply 
that grand defedl in Mr. Addifon*s performance, 
having the fear of Greek, and the ladies, before 
my eyes : not to mention that fuch an attempt 
would fwell this flight eflay to a fize much be- 
yond my intention. A few remarks, however, 
upon the general connexion between the ftudy 
of tnedajs and poetxy I fliall beg leave to 
ofFer^ 

It may juftly be obferved, that the know- 
ledge of Greek medals is moft neceflary for a 
fpulptor, and perhaps an architect ; while that 
jpf the Roman is the more interefting to a poet, 
and a painter. This is owing to the former 
containing chiefly the head of fome king, fome 
god, or goddefs, of exquifite relief and work- 

• 

*^ Was Mr. Addifon Ikilled in the Greek language? If 
he was^ his fad tade in negle6i:ing the Greek writers ; if he was 
Jiot, as I fufpe6b, his ignorance, mud evince him but very ill qu?* 
Ufied for the office of a critic. 

C 4 manfliip 



24 AN ESaXr OH MBDAt*. 

iiianlhip on the obvcrfe; while the reverie fe^ 
dom^ in the early Greek coins, affords much 
fancy of fymbol, and, in the Imperial Ghreek 
coins, is chiefly imprefled with temples of their 
deities. 

To a man of poetical imagination the Roman 
coins are moll entertaining, from the fine perfo- 
nifications and Ambols to be found on their rcr 
vcrfes. — To inftance in a few. 

Hope is reprefented as a fprightly girl, walk- 
ing quickly, and looking ftrait forwards. With 
her left hand flie holds up her garments, that 
they may not impede the rapidity of her pace; 
while, in her right hand, (he holds forth the bud 
of a flower, an emblem infinitely more fine than 
the trite one of an anchor. This perfonification, 
with fome others, muft have been very familiar 
to the ancients, for often in this, and a fe^y 
more inftances, no name, as spes avg. or th^ 
like, is inferred in the legend. 

Abundance is imaged as a fedate matron, 
with a cornucopia in her hands, of which flie 
fcatters the fruits over the ground, ^nd does not 
hold up her cornucopia, and keep its contents 
to herfelf, as many rnqdern poets aad painters 
make her do. 

The Emperor Titus, having caufe to import 
a great fupply of corn, during a fcarcity at 
Rome, that fupply, or the annona, is finely re- 
prefented as a fedate lady, with a filled cornu- 



AKESSAY ON MEDALS. 25 

eopia in her left hand, which (he holds upright, 
to indicate that Ihe does not, however, mean to 
fcatter it, as Abundance hath a title to do, but 
to give it to Equity to deal out. This laft par- 
ticular is flicwn by her holding a little image of 
Equity, kftown by her fcales, and hajia pura^ 
or pointlefs fpear, in her right hand, over a 
bafket filled with wheat. Behind the annona is 
the prow of a ihip, decked with flowers, to 
imply that the corn was brought by fca 
(from Africa), and that the Ihips had had a 
profperous voyage. The beft poet in the 
world could not have given us a finer train of 
imagery : the beft painter would be puzzled to 
exprefs fo much matter in fo fmall a compafs. 

Security ftands leaning on a pillar, indica- 
tive of her being free from all defigns and pur- 
fuits ; and teres atque rotundus^ round and po- 
lilhed, as Horace phrafes it, againft all the rubs 
of chance. 

The emblems of Piety, Modesty, and the 
like, are equally appofite and poetical. 

The happinefs of the ftate is pictured by a 
Ihip, failing before a profperous breeze : an 
image than which the fuperlative genius of 
Qray could find none more exquifite ; and he 
has accordingly ufed it in his moft capital pro- 
duction. The Bard, with due fuccefs. 

The different countries of the then known 
world are alfo delineated with great poetical 

imagery. 
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I think we are told that Rubens had a very 
fine colle<ftion of medals, and indeed, to a 
painter who dcaled fo much in allegorical fub- 
je£ts, they muft have been of the very firft im- 
portance; for no where are the attributes of 
perfonification fo finely preferved or delineated. 
A cabinet of medals may indeed be faid to form 
the clafEc efudition of a painter. 

It may be added, that, as the reverfes are fo 
ufeful for knowlege of perfonification, fymbols 
of countries and adtions, and the like, fo the 
P9rtraits to be feen on old coins are no lefs im- 
portant to a painter ; the high merit of a 
great number of them, in every charadter, juftly 
entitling them to be regarded as the beft ftudies 
•in the world. Not to mention that, to a painter 
of the higheft rank, an hiftoric painter, the fci- 
ence of ancient medals is abfolutely neceffary, 
that he may delineate his perfonages with the 
features they really bore when in exiftence. 
This can only be attained in this way, or from 
ftatues and bulls, any one of which will coft as 
much as hundreds of medals; and indeed a col- 
led:ion of fuch is only attainable by princes. 

This naturally leads me to confider a little 
the advantages arifing from this ftudy to fculp- 
tors. Almoft all the ufes which connect the 
fcience of medals with painting likewife render 
it fubfervient to the art of the fculptor, but 
the latter will, from the ftudy of the Greek 

coins 
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coins lit particular, derive no ftnaJl profit. The 
heads of the feveral deities reprefented oti 
them^ in th^ mofl exquiiice alto relievo^ ^will 
recommend them to his attention in a particular 
manner. 

The wonderful fkill of the Greeks in fculp* 
ture has always been a fubjed: of admiration to 
the world. Nations^ in which a tafte for the 
fine arts has made any progrefs, have viewed, 
with univerfal applaufe, the wonderful efforts of 
Grecian genius; the charadter and exprefEon of 
the facesy the contour^ and perfefi: nature and 
f) mmetry of the whole figure j the ftrength, chafr 
tifed with inimitable Morbidezza, that, if not life 
Jtfelf, is almoft fuperior. 

Yet, I know not how it is, that the Grcciail 
coins, fitter prod udtions of art, have never yet been 
regarded, fo far as. I know, with proper attention 
by men of tafte* I can only account for this 
by fuppofing that the fludy of Greek medals 
has hitherto been looked upon as the province 
of the mere antiquary. But I will venture to 
fay, that, to the man who admires medals folely 
as pieces of workmanfliip, thofe of Greece will 
afford the higheft fatisfadlion. Confidered in 
this view, and indeed in moft others, they excel 
thofe of Rome, the befl times of Rome, to a 
furprlfing degree. The perfed: beauty and ten- 
dernefs of the female portraits, and the ftrength 
and exprefEon of the male, cannot be exceeded, 

in 
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in any ihape^ by the largcft efforts of Grecian 
fculpture. 

In every quality of art the Roman coins yield 
to the Greek aloi^e. If any a?ra were to be af- 
figr^ed to the Roman^ as more eminent for work- 
manfliip than another, that from Auguftus to 
Adrian mufl: have the preference. In the days 
of Adrian, in particular, the Roman mint feems 
to have b?en the very feat of art and genius ; 
witnefs the vaft number of exquifite perfonifica- 
tions, engraved with equal workmanfhip, which 
fwarm on the medals of that prince. Yet, from 
his time, down to the Pofthumi, coins of admi- 
rable execution are to be found. Thofe of the 
Fauftinas and Lucilla deferve particular men- 
tion. There is one, and not an uncommon one, 
of the latter in great brafs, which yields to no- 
thing of the kind. The reverfe is a Venus, 
with the name around her. The portrait of the 
obverfe feems to fpring from the field of the 
coin. It looks, and breathes; nay, talks, if you 
truft your eyes. 

•*Manca il parlar, di vivo altro non chiedi; 
** Ne raanca quefto ancar, s'agU occhi credi.** 

The connexion of the ftudy of ancient coins 
with architefture confifts in the views of many' 
of the moft excellent ancient edifices, which are 
found in perfed: prefervation on medals, and 
there only. Thefe furnifti much pleafure and 
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inftruftion to the architeft, and fcrvc to fon 
his tafte to the ancient manner; that manni 
which unites perfeft fimplicity with fublimil 
and grace; that manner which every age a< 
mires in proportion as it has genius to imitate. 
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SECTION It. 



The various Sources of Delight and Amufement 

arijing from //. 



THE principal and moft legitimate fourcc of 
pleafurc arifing from the fcience of medals 
is their workmanfhip. The motives of delight, 
which owe their origin to the other efforts of 
imitative art, will here like wife of courfe predo- 
minate. A philofophic enquiry into the prime 
caufes of our pleafures arifing from art, tho 
it would make an admirable fubjedt for a trea- 
tife, yet were in this place foreign and im- 
pertinent. 

Not to enter then into that profound fubjeft, 
this we know, that the moft barbarous nations 
are more pleafed with the rudeft effort^ of art 

than with the moft admirable works of natyre ; 

and 
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and that, in proportion as the powers of the 
mind are large and various, fuch, likewife, are 
the pleafures which it receives from thofe fu- 

perlative produftions of art, which can only be 
the offspring of vaft genius. It follows, that 
the creation of art alike pleafes the moft unin- 
formed, and the moll cultivated, mind. 

In that creation the ikill of the engraver of 
medals certainly deferves an honourable place. 
The offspring of his labour, to the portablenefs 
and high finiihing of miniature paintings adds 
the relief and expreffion of fculpture. 

The chief and moft rational amufement, 
therefore, which fprings from this ftudy, origi- 
nates from the ftrength and fpirit, from the 
finifh and beauty, which the engraver has dif- 
played. 

But, befides this, there are many other fources 
of entertainment in the fcience of medals. Such 
is the perfonal acquaintance which, fo to fpeak, 
it gives us with all the great men of former 
times. Nothing can well be more amufing than 
to read hiftory, with contemporary coins before 
you. It brings the adtions, in a manner, before 
our eyes; and we fit, as in a^ theatre, with the 
adors before us. 

Portraits have been always very interefting to 

mankind; and 1 doubt not but the love of them 

gave rife, not only to painting, but to fculpture. 

2 No 
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No where are they to be found io ancient^ fo 
numerous, fo well preferved^ as in medals. For 
a knowlege which^ tho unimportant, is 
y^t, to our trifling natures, mod interefting, 
namely, that of the form and features of thoic 
whofe virtues and talents almoft furpafled hu- 
manity, we are indebted to this fcience only. 
Lawgivers, monarchs, warriors, authors, all pafs, 
as in a fairy review, before us. 

** The medal y faithful to its charge of fa^ne, 

'* Through climes and ages bears each form and name; 

** In one fliort view, fubjefted to our eye, 

'' Gods, Emperors, Heroes, Sages, Beauties lie/' 

Pope. 

We even mark, with delight, the furly features 
of a Perfeus, or a Nero, and the lovely counte- 
nance of a Fauftina, tho their vices difgraced 
human nature. 

To this fatisfadtion we may add that of be- 
holding, in lively portraiture, the various drefTes^ 
manners, and cuftoms, religious and civil cere* 
monies ; in ihort, the very form and prejfure of 
the times of the ancients* Medals almoft prefent 
an hiftory of manners, an article but very lately 
cultivated, yet perhaps the moft ufeful and in* 
tcreftiiig of all the provinces of hiftory. 

For the ineffable delight which the fheer an- 
tiquary takes in any rufty commodity, and de- 
fs^ced medals in particular, we fhall not attempt 

D to 
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to account, but will leave it to any author who 
ipay, in future times, think of writing a much- 
wanted ircatife on the difeafes of the human 
mind. Certain it is, that men there are of 
this defcription, who look upon coins as the 
more ancient, and of eourfe the rnore valuable, 
becaufe the portrait, revcrfe, and legends, are 
almoft totally obliterated, or at leall To far as 
not to be recognizable by the moft plodding af- 
iiduity, and forlorn conjcQiure. That exquifite 
device for a tattered banner, 

" Quanto e piu lacera, tanto c piu bcUa," 

is their aphorifm on the fcore of coins; where- 
as, to the man of juft tafte, the perfedt pre- 
fcrvation of a medal forms one of its principal 
qualities. 
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SECTION V. 



Meials ufed in the fabrication of Coins 

and Medals. 



T'^HESE metals are well known to be princi- 
pally three; Gold, Silver, and the various 
modifications of Copper. 

It is looked upon as an undeniable axiom in 
this fcience, that the more ancient the gold em- 
ployed in coinage is, the greater is its purity. 
The flandard of the utmoft purity of gold 
is well known to be twenty-four carats* From 
thefe twenty-four carats almoft every nation in 
modern Europe has deducted nearly two, which 
are made up of alloy; fo that the moft ufual 
purity of coined gold amounts to about twenty- 
two carats. The old Englilh ftandard now ufed 

D 2 is 
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The taxes of the Roinan empire were always 
returned to the Imperial treafury in gold, wit- 
ncfs the common terms of civil law; Aurum 
Lufirale; Jfirum Viccfimarium; Awum Coronq- 
Hum, &c. &€• &c. On the contrary, tl?e ftat;e 
expenditure was defrayed in filver. Hencf, 
when, towards the decline of the empire, ^- 
finite dcbafements were permitted in the othqr 
metals, yet nqne was allowed in gold, bei^^ 
that in which the Emperor's income was paid, 
and qf which ^ny abatement in value came, of 
f purfe, out of his own pocket. Thus the ad^ 
ditional alloy permitted by Titus was, in faft, 
^n important alleviation of the taxes of his 
fuh]t&s. 

Moft qf the gold cpin? pf his father and prc- 
decefibr, Vefpafian, have a purity quite furpriz- 
ing, if the ftpry told by Bqdip be as true as it i$ 
improbable ; fpr he' tells us that the goldfmiths 
pf Paris, upon melting a Vefpafian qf gold, 
found only a 788th part alloy. I fuppqfe any 
pf thefe goldfniiths would have informed him 
that gold of that purity wa^ never ufed ip any 
ihape. 

The iilyey of the ancient Greek medals is of 
correfponfive chaftity, only admitting, as the 
gold, a very rninute prppqrtiqn of alloy; in 
like manner as the general run of modern 
coinage has likewife obferved the fame pro- 
portion of alloy in the gold and the filver coin. 
' ' P3 3.ut 
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But the Roman filvcr coinage, even in its 
grcateft antiquity and purity, by no means 
equals the Greek ; for the debafement of the 
filver was as great an advantage to the ftate as 
that of the- gold would have been a lofs. 
However, it can never be called bafe money 
till the reign of Didius Julianus, who, fquan- 
dering great wealth in his infamous purchafe of 
the empire and fubfequent donations to the 
praetorians, to induce them to maintain that 
purchafe, found himfelf forced to have recourfe 
to a ;vaft degradation of the filver coinage. 
After this period*, a pound of fuch filver is only 
worth a third part of the value of real filver *. 

Proceeding to the brafs employed in mintage 
by the ancients ; when pure, which is very un- 
common, it confifts of two kinds ; the red, or 
what the ancients called Cyprian brafs, what 
we call copper; and the yellow. 

The firft of thefeis very uncommon in the 
largeft fize of brafs medals, or what are called 
' large brafs ; but is common in the other fizes. 

Having fpoken of thefe three pure metals, 
let us proceed to mention the mixed. With us 
every coin of mixed metal is looked upon, 
without hefitation, as the produce of a forger's 
craft ; bpt with the ancients it was otherwife ; 
their coins ip mixed metals being nearly as 
pumerous as aqy others. 

♦ Patin, introdu6t. a 1 Hid. dcs Medailles. 

Taking 
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Taking thefe mixtures according to • their 
dignity, the firft which occurs is ekSrumy being 
a mixture of equal parts of gold and filvet • 
The coins of the kings of the Cimmerian Bof- 
phorus, during the imperial ages of Rome, are 
ftruck in this metal, and are very fcarce. 

The next in value were Corinthian brafs, had 
the ancients even ftruck a fingle medal in that 
metal, which, unfortunately for many a fond 
antiquary, they did not. That celebrated me- 
tal, during the very little time it was ever 
known at all, was certainly only employed iti 
the fabrication of vafes and other ornamental 
toys. Indeed its aera of being in ufe was, as 
any xate, very Ihort ; for Pliny the elder tells 
us, that for a long time it had been utterly 
unknown *. With reafon, therefore, we may 
laugh at thofe deluded authors, who pretend 
not only to find this metal in Imperial coins, 
but even to find three kinds of it ; namely, i . 
That in which gold predominates; 2. That in 
which filver is moft eminent; 3. That in which 
brafs is the moft plenteous metal. I fufpe& 
Enea Vico, one of the earlieft writers on me- 
dals, to have been the author of this ftrange 
idea; which Savot, a writer of the beginning 
of the fcventeenth century, had fenfe enpugh 

^»' Adeoque exolevit fundendi aerls pretiofi ratio, ut jam diu *^e 
fortuna quidcm in aerc jus arti- babeat. Hift. Nat, XXXIV. a. 

D 4 to 
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to confute. The miftake muft haVe arifen from 
the circumftance of the firft propagator of it 
not being able to account for the various mix- 
tures and modifications of brafs, obfervabte 
in ancient coins of the large fize ; and which^ 
efpecially in {o common a metal, appear fa 
odd to modern eyes. But, not to mention the 
JKUthority of Pliny, above quoted, which is per- 
{e& proof; or that of later antiquaries, who 
all declare that they have never feen one coiri 
of Corinthian brafs, or brafs mingled with the 
ilighteft proportion of gold or filver ; there is 
another evideiice of fuch fimple ftrudure, and 
yet fuch vaft weight, that nothing can well 
mark the abfence of the antiquaries more than 
itsomiflion, namely, that it is in the imperial 
a/eSf worth about a penny, that this precious 
metal is difcovered, for I remember not to hav^ 
heard of mfedallibns in^it. As the great fize 
and weight of thefe d/es are well known, and 
they faffed in common currency for about a 
penny bnly, it were truly furprifing could the 
andents have afforded any gold or filver in their 
fabric ; nay, a predominance of either metal 
over the brafs ! * ^ 

The faft is, that thofe coins, which fome an- 
tiquaries tlenominate of Corinthian l>rafs/ are! 
only llruck on a tnixtuire of the red and yelloW 
brafs mentioned iabove. " ' « » • : 

To 
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To place the fucceedmg forts of mixtures 
according to their adtual value, were an attempt 
as fuperfluous as difficult. They fliall there- 
fore be detailed as they rife to memory. 

Many of the Roman coins are of what the 
l^rench call potin^ which is defcribed as a mix- 
ture of copper, lead, and tin, with a fifth part 
filver. The Abbe Rothelin, a noted collector 
of this century,' had a complete fuite of this 
metal. The fiiite miift of confequence have 
been the work of the Egyptians, who ufed that 
^etal, or of Roman forgers, thro the fevcral 
feigps, in imitation of the filver currency. 
A% thuil likewife that fort called by the Italians 
jw^/tf/ZiV, which are common in the third and 
fourth ages of Roman emperors, and are only 
of copper tinged or waflied with filver. Many 
coins of what is called large brafs are of thofe 
mixtures now called pot. metal and bell-metal. 
There are medals of Nero of a moft debafed 
and brittle brafs. After the days of GalUenus 
coinage of brals with a very minute addition 
of filver, may, I fufpeft, be in many inftances 
ircgarded as that aiithofifed by the Hate. As 
ftiay thofe of copper or iron plated with filver,' 
which always, hbwever, cbnfole the coUedor, 
for their diminutibn of in trinfic value, by their 
Indubitable antiquity, ' ' * ' 

' Coins have been found in lead of undoubted 

antiquity : of the Greek thofe of Tigranes in. 

' ^ ' ^ " particular. 
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particular. In Rome they muft have been pretty- 
ancient, for Plautus mentions them in one cm: 
two paffages of his plays * ; and a few impe- 
rial ones have been found. That ftrange ^vork 
the Notitia Imperii Romania written in the days 
of Arcadius and Honorius, and worthy of that 
benighted period, mentions, if I remember 
light, coins of leather, among others, of which 
delinearions are there given ; and which are to- 
tally unlike any ancient coins yet found or ever 
to be found. 

A few particulars relating to ancient coins 
which deferve notice, and yet which do not fo 
properly fall under any of the other feftions of 
this work, nor are propofed to be treated 
at fuch length as to conftituie fcftions of them- 
felves, I Ihall beg leave to ftate here. 

The Roman Mint, as the moft impbrtant 
of thefe articles, deferves to be firft mentioned, 
fOf the Greek Mints we know little or nothing, 
but the excellence of the engravers employed, 
the maft important objeft indeed to the lover 
of medals. But the Koman ^int we know 
was juftly regarded as one of the moft effential 
ornamenta ^nd fincws of the ftate. It's impor- 
tance was vaft, from the vaftnefs of that empire 
thro which its produce was to circulate. 

Not to enter at length into the fubjed:, which 
indeed cannot be cxpcfted here, a few notices 

••* Tiinumm. Ad, IV. Sc, 4. ct atW, 
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only fliall be given which are moft neceffary to 
the fcience of medals. 

The direftors of the Mint feem at firft to 
have been called Curatores Denariorum flando^ 
rum'^. Their number, when they had this ap- 
pellation, is not known; but when it was altered 
to Triumviri Auro, Argenio, Aere^ Flando, Feri^ 
undo. Triumvirs for melting and flriking Gold, 
Silver, and Brafs, the name tells us that it was 
limited to three, at which it refted ; for the 
fifteen years during the reiga of Julius, and that 
of Auguftus, till the battle of Ad:ium, in which 
iiii viri, or four direftors, appear, hardly de- 
ferve to form an exception. 

This office was of the higheft dignity and 
emolument, and had under it a vafl number of 
inferior offices. The number of workmen em- 
ployed in the Roman Mint muft have indeed 
been prodigious; for we find in hiftory that, 
upon Aurelian the emperor's ordering the coin 
to be brought to a purer flandard, the then di- 
reftors of the Mint, enraged at the diminution 
this new order would infer to their profits, raif- 

^- Cicero de Leg. lib. III. frag. He mentions them among the 
f^'mores Magifiratus. In the lower ages of the empire one maj>if- 
tracefcems ta have been fuhftitutcd in the room of the Triumviri, if 
anv credit is due to the Notitia ; in which, under the title Sub Dif- 
pofitione f^iri tHuJlris Cotnitis Sacrarum Largitionum, h this lifi.* 
pROCURATORES MoNETi*:. Procurator Monetae Sifaana*. 
Trocurat. Moneta AquiUianJis, Procurar. Monetae Urbis R(«ma?. 
Procurat. Monet a Lugdunenfis. Frocurdt. Monet ee Ardatefi/is, 
fro^urat. Monetae Triberorum, 

cd 
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ed an army of their men, with which th6y ven- 
tured to oppofe the whole power and viftorious 
army of the emperor; and, upon being defeat- 
ed, left 40,000 of their men dead upon the 
field; a circumftance which even the penetra- 
tion of Mr. Gibbon feems at a loft to account 
for. He fays that this number will puzzle p&, 
even fuppofing an error of a cypher ; but errors 
of cyphers do not occur in old MSS, where no 
cyphers are found. The number will be the 
more furprifing if, with fome antiquaries, we 
fuppofe ilaves never employed in any office 
about the Roman Mint; for indeed the Roman 
laws moft inhumanly prohibited flaves from be- 
ing employed in any ingenious or liberal art. 
Yet I fee not that this forbad their being em- 
ployed in any office about the Mint, fave that 
of engraving the dies; fo I doubt not but that a 
number of the 40,000 were flaves. Indeed, 
fuppofing flaves not employed about the Mint, 
yet we may well conjediiure that the Triumvirs 
of the Mint armed their own flaves upon fuch 
kn occafion; and we all know that 5006 
flaves were in the pofleffion of many not the 
mod opulent Romans. 

In the Roman colonics the diredion of the 
Mint appears to have been with the Duumviri, 
or two annual magiftrates, eleded in imitation 

of the confuls at Rome. Their names are often 

I i ' ' ''.1.1' 

upon colonial coin^ which is indeed of littW 
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value, but to the man of antiquity, being gene- 
rally of rude invention, and always of rude 
execution • 

The ancient manner of coining was very fim* 
pic, as we may judge trom the coins them- 
felves, and from the inftruments, as they are 
reprefented on the reverfes of fome ancient me- 
dals, particularly one with this legend t, cari- 
sivs. The engraving of the dye was indeed a 
work of much labour and genius ; and, what is 
very furprifing, hardly any two coins were 
flruck off without an alteration on the dye, of 
fome minute kind or other. Hence very many 
antiquaries have been induced to that wild opi- 
nion, that there was never, in the good ages of 
the Roman empire, above one coin flruck from 
one dye. Indeed M. de la Baflie, a moft able 
judge of thcfe matters, informs us, that the 
only two Roman imperial coins, of the firft 
ages, which he had feen, that were perfedly 
alike, were two of Gralba ; and many compe« 
tent judges of this fcience caution us, when we 
meet with two coins quite alike, to be upon our 
guard againft the falfity of one of them. Bur 
it muft be obferved, that the differences in coins 
apparently from the fame dye, are often very 
minute, fo as fometimes to efcape an eye not 
ufed to microfcopic obfervation of this fort. 

The procefs of the Roman coinage feems to 
have been, i. The melting the metal, and 

6 making 
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making it of the proper alloy *, then hatnnier« 
ing it to the proper thicknefs. 2. The cutting 
it into pieces of due weight ; as, in cutting, the 
pieces, when round, often exceeded weight, 
ive feldom fee medals quite circular, frag- 
ments being clipped off the fides of them, 
to reduce them to the ftandard weight. 3. The 
impreffing the dye, which was done by repeated 
ftrokes of the hammer ^. 

It is looked upon as a certain rule in this fci- 
ence, that none of the ancient money was caQ 
in molds, except the Egyptian, and a few 
of the Greek colonial coins, with fome of Pofl- 
humus, in great and middle brafs. All other 
caft coins are forgeries of ancient or of modern 
times : for this was a manoeuvre of the ancient 
forgers, as we learn from feveral Roman molds J 
which have been found, and which have led the 
unfkilful to imagine that the ancients firft caft 
their money, and then ftamped it, to make the 
impreffion more deep and fliarp; an idea fo ut- 
terly abfurd as to need no tonfutation. 

The ancients, though ftrangers to the art of 
impreffing legends upon the edg^es of their 
money, like the DECirs et tutamen upon our 
crown pieces, and to the fine indentation obferv- 
able on our gold, yet knew fomething of cre- 

* KxprflVtd in the mint-maftci's titles by Flando, 

f Feriundo. 

X A piint of one may be fcen in the Nummi Pembrokianu 

nating 
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Hating the edges of their coin. This they did 
by cutting out regular notches on the edges, in 
the fhape of fmall parts of a circle. Some of 
the Syrian coins, and of the Roman confular, 
with a few other early ones, are ornamented in 
this manner. 

It may not be improper to add to this feSion 

feme hints as to the number of ancient coins, 

with quite different reverfes, which we have. 

The Abbe Rothelin had in his cabinet no lefs 

than 1 800 coins of Probus, whofe reign was but 

of feven years. The number of Roman gold 

imperial coins may amount to 3000-, the filver 

to 6000; and the brafs to 30,000. The whole 

of the different ancient coins, known to us, to 

about 50,000. 
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Different Sizes of ancient Coins. 



THE Greek coltis, in gold and filver, arc di- 
vided into the feveral denominations of the 
Dracbm, which is nearly equal in value to the 
Roman denarius j and commonly a little larger 
than our fixpence ; the Didracbm^ or double the 
former ; the Tridrachm, or it*s triple; and the 
Tetradrachnij equal in value, as the name im- 
ports, to four drachms. 

AH thefe Greek pieces, tho of fixed weight, 
are of very uncertain fizcs ; the Tetradrachm, 
for inftance, being fometimes expanded to the 
fize of our crown-piece, and often no larger 
than our Ihilling, tho what it wants in extent 

It. 
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It compenfates ill thicknefs^ fo as to preferve 
nearly the fame weight. Hence medallifts have 
been forced, in arranging the Greek medals, td 
do it by their weighty while they place the Ro- 
hian according to fize« 

Indeed, the ancient Greek gold and filver 
coinage was always allotted by the weight of 
different patts of their ounce, the drachm being 
in Greece, as at this day, the term of a weight 
equal to the eighth part of ah ounce, and that, 
I fuppofe, before the inventibn of money* : fbt 
it is natural to imagine that, upon the invention 
of coinage, the flrft rude attempts bore no fort 
of impreifion whatever f, but were folely valued 
by their weight* As different States, however, 
found it convenient to puffue different modes of 
Coinage, fome rude mark, as a badge of diftinc- 
tion, was at firft imprefled upon one fide of the 
tiota. This U vety evident in the progrefs of 
the Grecian coinage in particular. It is true^ 
that, to this day, no pieces have been found tb^ 
tally unimpreffed, or, if they have, no notice has 
been taken df them; but we have coins which, 
from their form and feature, are allowed to be 
the oldeft in the world, and which are ftruck 
upon one fide with the uncouth figure of a tor- 

ft 

* Homer mentions fcales, but knew nothing of money. 

t They who wiih to fee this fubjeA enveloped in the darknefs 
of German enididon may confult the book of Sperling! us, Dg 
Ifummis nOfi Ctifiti 

E toife, 
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toife, while the cither has only iodented markr^ 
bccafioned by its being fixed upon fome inftru- 
itieht in order to receive the irhpreffion. Coins 
of the fame marks in every refpedt, and evi- 
dently of thfe fame State, but in a more ad- 
vanced mintage, have Airi upon them. This 
antiquaries interpret AiFicvy Aegium in Achaia ; 
a place almoft unknown to any geographer, and 
mentidtied by Homer very flightly, as of no. 
account. If the invention of Grecian coinage 
mufl be given to Achaia, why may not this 
infcription imply Sicyon, anciently called Aegi- 
alus *, a city of wealth and extent ? But, for 
my own part, I have little doubt that thefe 
coins belong to Aegina, an iiland remarkable 
for its coinage in the earlieft rimes, infomuch 
that ancient writers infof m us^ that it was com- 
mon for merchants to bargain to be paid fotf 
commodities in driicbms of Aegina. 

To return/ As weight was doubtlefs the 
firft eftimate of coin, fo, in the Grecian in par- 
ticular, it continued always the ftandard : tho 
it is furpri^ing that this ingenious people did 
ftot perceive that by fixing the fize, as well as 
the weight of money, much unneceflary trou- 
ble might have been faved in commerce. In- 

* The changes in the names of ancient cities fecm totally on- 
noticed by fnedallilis. They (hould read the ancient wntei's« 
Paufanias, Strsfbo, tad StfephanUs cf Byzantiiifoi in particular,^ 
Witli ati«ntion^ 

deed, 
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deed, the weight itfelf varied in differeht itates, 
and in the fame ftaite at differeht period^: but 
to detail erudition upon this point were as ab- 
furd as unneceflary ; it is fufficient to have laid 
dbwh the general rules for diftinguifhing the 
different Greek coins. It may not however be 
improper tb add, that fmall Grecian fllVer coin* 
are likewife f6und of the value of the half and 
•t|uarter, nay thfc eighth -and fixteenth^ of a 
drachm; and that the Greek Jiateres, often 
mentioned in their writers, were ftmttittic% *di* 
drachms, and fometimes tetnidrachitis; df • gold. 

The Grecian brafs coins are, the Lepton^ 
\^hich is the fmallift, the Chalcoi, the Dichal- 
cos j HemioboHum, and Obolus, which ts largelr 
than, the Rdman^ large brafs; and when > it 
occurs, or the Double Obolus,^ they are com<» 
^^only called ^^/f A// by antiquaries, who, under 
ttiat name, often difguife their ignorance of the 
Jize of fome ancient coins. 

The fizes cff the Rortian coins are much 
inore fixed and appropriated. In gold we have 
the golden denarius, by the ancients termed 
finiply aureus, which is always much of d fize 
with the denarius. In filvet likewife the largcft 
we have is fhe denarius* Any Roman coins in 
^old or filter of fuperior fize are medallions. 
LefTer filver coins, however, are the quirutrius^ 
or half the denarius, and the fefiertius, or its 
fourth* There are likewife a few quinarii of 
gold. 

E % The 
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The Roman copper coinage, it is well known^ 
falls chiefly into diree fizes ; the as^ or large 
brafs; the femisj 0€ middle brafs; and the 
fkadrOMs, or fmaU brafs. We have no coins 
betweea the firft «id fecrnid fizes, which are 

^ equal to thofe of our crown and half *crown ; 

/ but after liie fecond lize there is great variecjr, 
being the quincunx^ triens^ quadrans^ and Jex- 
tans, of the ancients ; all which however me- 
dalUfts dibnominate, without diftinAion, coins 
infinallbra(s« 

After the time of Gallienus the large bpais 
is very uncommon, except in the medals of 
Poftumus; but after Poftumus the large 
brafs is deemed a medallion, and the middle 
brafs is regarded as of a rank with the bffge of 
the earlier emperors. 
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SECTION VII, 



Their former Value^ 



IN ef^iniating the former value of ancient 
coins a curious diftinAiqn occurs between 
them and the modern. In the proportion of 
the copper to the i^iver, both are much alike ; 
but in that of tl\e filver to the gold the^e i$ a 
very wide difference. Our guinea^ equal in fiz9 
^o our ihillirgy contains twenty-one fhillings) 
whereas the Qr^ek gold drachm^ and R^ot^n 
aureus^ equal in fize tq the filver drachm^ and 
^enarius, wc^ only valued at ten drachmsj^ Of 
deparii, df filver. Theix^oid^m difcoycric^s qf 
America^ and other coi^ntrie^ opulent ki mines^ 
can hsgfe no efied: upon this chf^nge in the pro? 
portional value of gold and filVer, as much 
being found of the former as of ^he latter 

E a Th.e 
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The caufes why gold encreafes in its value aqd 
preeminence over other metals, almoft every 
century, I muft confefs to be latent to me, an4 
I have in vain tried to invcftigate them. ^ 

It is in the copper and filver coinage pf the 
ancients that we muft find our ftandard of the 
relative value of their money to ours. The 
gold is out q( all gropprtipn, owing to the na- 
tions of antiquity valuing that metal at only 
pne half the price which we put upon it. So 
that if we are told in an ancient writer that a 
houfe, for example, was bought for 4000 
drachms of gold, inftead of appretiating the 
houfe at 80,000 drachms of filver, the modern 
proportipn, we fliould mark it's value at 40,000^ 
the ancient relation of gold to filver; that is, 
inftead of 2666^ 131.4^. we Ihould put 1333A. 
6s. %d. ; if we would have the ireal purchafe 
in Englilh money. 

It is by no means intended here to lay before 
the readef iany account of the ideal money of 
the ancients. All that is propofed is to mform 
him of the relative value of the real ancient 
coins which conimonly occur, and are mention- 
ed in the preceding feftion. This Ihall be done 
in the order they are there enumerated. 

The Greek filver drachni is ' worth eight 
penpo ** of our money : the gold draclim, lieirig 

* Soipc dfacbms occur worth 7-W. 5 others of %\d. j the tneap 
IS chofen. ' ' ' • , ' . « « 

wprth 
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worth ten of the filver, muft,' according to the 
adcient eftimatie, be worth 6s* Bd. ; but, by thei 
modern calculation of gold and filver, 135. 4^. 
The other Greel^ coins in gold and filver may 
eafily be appretiated of courfc. 

Of the Grecian brafs fix oboH went to a 
drachm * ; the oboius was therefore current for 
i^d. and 4» or about five farthings of our mo- 
ney. The lepton is nearly half a farthing; the 
chalcos nearly a farthing; the dichalcos rather 
more than a farthing; the hemiobolus rather 
more than a halfpenny. 

In the Roman coinage the auretts was, at one 
time, worth, as the Grecian gold drachm, only 
ten of the filver denarii. Pliny however in- 
forms ps, that ,it was afterwards raifcd to the 
value of fixteen filver denarii, at which rate it 
is fuppofed to have ftood ever after; fo that 
we muft put^ the afinus at loi. 8rf. ancient va- 
luatbn, 2ii» 4^. modern. 

The denarius is by all writers, ancient and 
modedn^ rated at the fame value with the Greek 
drachm, tho the. latter fometimes exceeds it in 
iveight by five gfains. The qumatius paflfed 
for half, or 42/.; ..The fefterilus for the quarter, 
%d. It may not be improper to obferve a 
peculiarity in the Roman writer? with regard 
\o the lafl of thefe, the fefiertm^ likevv^fa 

E 2^ ■ by 
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by them calipd numnu^j( indefinitely, which Sl^ 
that ip the neuter plural it multiplies one thou* 
fand fpld^ as decern fefienia are equal to i o^ooq 
feftertii ; and in the i^euter fingular it multiplies 
two thpufand fpld^ as decies fejlertium ilfinds for 
?o,oop feftertii. Mile f^eriitipi equals in our 
mon^y 8/. I/, ^if/.; but mile feftertia 8072/. 
I 8j. id f • The common mark of this coin in 
ancient writers is hs> more property lis, the 
ftroke in the middle being only c(Huie&ive of 
the two numerals, which, imply that the poin is 
worth II afis and %emis^ or an h^lf ; being the 
fourth part of the denarius^ which was worth 
ten afe$^ 

The largeft of the Rpman copper coins was 
at firft the dupondius^j being two pounds 
W!^^ght, as the namf imports. This being 
fovwid moll inconvenient from it's yaft weighty 
t\it aSyQX as^ fignifying a piece of brafs, was 
coined, and weighed, in the earlieft times, 9 
pounds whence it was called /rfefliy. However, 
the Romans^ finding their money exhaufled by 
the Punic war* apd other calamities, reduced 
the as by degreps from a pound weight to an 
ounce i. |t is pommpnly vahie^ ^ about threp 

* Arbuchnot on anctent ecntiSy weights, and meafures. He rates 
the deparius at ^%d, 

t The only dupmMus^ I fuppofc, ever found, is in the Earl of 
Pembroke'! cabinet. Ifh (lamped only on one (ide, and that wUH 
the figure of an ox. 

X Many writers fay half an ounce. They muft be miftaken i 
for all the imperial afis weigh an ounce t and we do not read that 
x\it weight was ever raifed ^ter its fall. 

farthings 
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farthings of oiir mpney ; and it is at prefent 
nearly worth that for the metal, if it is good. 
For our halfpenny ought, if rated by the value 
pf the metal, as are our gold and filver coin- 
ages, to be doublp the fize; a circumftance 
)yhich overloads thp kingdom with forged cop- 
per : and the Roman as juft weighing three 
of our halfpence, is of confequence intrinfi- 
pally worth three farthiqgs. 

'The different divifions of thp as may, if it is 
worth while, be ea'ijly eftijnated from the 
yalge of the whole. In thefe divifions, coined 
in the confular times, t])e fextans is often dif- 
tinguiftied by two marks, thus, oo ; the qua- 
drdns by tljree, ooo } and the triens by four, 
0000. Thefe marks originate from the fxrft 
\treight of the asy which was one pound, or 
twelve punges. Of courfe the fextans was twa 
ounces, known by \x*s two marks ; the quadrans 
three; and the triens four. And tho the 
weight was afterwards reduced, yet the marks 
of diftlndion on the fmaller pieces reqiained till 
near the Imperial f ra. 



SECTION 



C i» } 






SECTION VIII, 



fonjervation of Meda/Si 



THE woirkmanihip of coins being juftly to 
be regarded 'as their principal quality, it 
follows that their perfedl prefervation muft 
form their cjiicf value. \Vh'en a medal is any 
way defaced^ in figures or in legend, the triie 
judge will throw it into the fite without fcruple, 
excepting however rare coins, which one is 
fomctimes glad to find in any condition. Thefe 
yare coins muft not ftill be in fuch bad order as 
to leave any doubt of their identity ; for no- 
thing can well be piore ridiculous than to fee 
zn antiquary poring over a coin, and attempt- 
ing from two or three remaining letters to. 
make out the loft legend. This folly is well 
ridiculed by one of our beft novellifts, in The 

Adven- 
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Adv.entures of Peregrine Pickle, where a vie? 
tuofo in an Englilh farthing, with nothing re? 
raaining of the word Britannia but the ni, 
finds the vidory of Severus over Pefcennius 

Niger. ^ \ \ 

Nothing contributes fg much to the confer^' 
vation of coins as that fine ruft, or rather var- 
niih, which their lying in a particular foil oc^ 
cafions. This is only to be found however in 
' the brafs or copper, the gold and filvpr never 
admitting of it ; there is indeed a red ruft which 
is fometimes found on the latter, but it is pre- 
judicial, and not ornamental; and corrodes the 
coin, inftead of preferving it. 

This fine ruft, which is indeed a natural 
varnifti not imitable by any effort of humaa 
art, is fometimes of a delicate blue, like that 
of a turquoife; fometimes of a bronate brqwn, 
equal to that obfervable in ancient ftatues of 
bronze, and fo highly prized ; and fometimes 
of an exquifite green, a little on the azure hue, 
which laft is the moft beautiful of alL In a 
few inftances a ruft of deeper green is found; 
and it i$ fometimes fpotted with the red or 
bronze ihade, which gives it quite the appear* 
ance of the Eaft Indian ftone called blopd-ftone. 
Tbefe rufts arc all, wfaeq the real produd: 
of time, as hard as the metal itfelf, and pre- 
ferve it much better than any artificial varnifli 
could have .donej concealing at .the fame time 

not 



6o AM E! 

not the moft ir 
of the coin. 

When medal 
are difplaced, s 
(lias Gothicus> 
as dubious, an 
rfteetned as co 
may be faldoft 
in the dye, havi 
hammer, asxd b; 
triple image. I 
which the porti 
reverfe is diftin 
portrait is perf 
Tcrfe confufes t 
contours. This 
particular half ( 
which the fault 

There is am 
which, notwitl: 
them to the cur 
after having ftr 
forgctfulncfs pi 
retiring the firll 
other piece bete 
the upper part 
impreffed with 
time made hoU 
form of the pi 
former medal. 
7 



AK ESSAY OK MEPALS. 6l 

Coins of genuine antiquity are often f<}und 
fplit on the edge^, or even in the middle, by 
the force of the hammer. But this, far from 
being regarded as a fault, is looked upon as a 
great merit by the coUeiftor, it being coniidered 
as a proof that the coin is undoubtedly of an- 
cient fabric ^. 

Silveir coins often acquire a particular yellow 
tamifli, which gives them quite the appearance 
of having been gilt, but it is only owing to 
their being depoiited in a fulphureous foil, or 
the like circumfiance. 



^ I tm afraid one of thefe fplk coins has given n(e to an 
9vitli regard to the wtfe of an emperor who reigned in Britain mth 
Sittch cnagnificenoe* I mean that afcribed to Oriuna^ the fu<|>p(ilcd 
Unfe <if Carautius. The infcription is read 0RIVN4 aTcs. and 
diere is a crack in the medal juft before the O of Oriuna. Widi* 
out this crack, I fuppofe welbottldhave read portvna avq. 
Putting onl)r the buft of a perfoni6cacion, or deity, was tha an- 
cient mode in the Roman coinage ; and was revived ahout daediK 
«f Alexander Sever us. 
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SECTION IX; 



t 

Portraits to be found oti them of which different 

Seriefes may be arranged. 



THESE portraits 6ught to be taken in chra-J 
nological order, and, in this view, the 
kings of Maccdon will have the firft ranky a» 
their coins have the greateft antiquity of any 
yet difcovered bn which portraits are founds 
Of thefe, Amyntas, wh6 began his reign about 
550 years before Chrift, is the earlieft ma* 
narch whofe medals have yet been difcovered ? 
and of courfe he begins the feries. 

Then follow thofe kings and Queens wha 
reigned in Sicily, Caria, Cyprus, Heraclia, ani 
Pontus. To thefe fucceeds the feries of kings 
^f ^gypt, Syria, the Cimmerian Bofphorus^ 

Ihrate, 



Thrace, Bithynia, Parthia, Armenia, DamafciiSj 
Cappadocia, Paphlagonia, Pergamus, Galati^, 
Cilicia, Sparta, Paeonia, Epirus, lUyricum, 
Gaul, and the Alps. This feHes extends from 
the time of Alexander the Great to the bit th of 
Chrift, a pefiod of about 3 ^o years. The laft 
feries of ancient kings goes down to the fourth 
century, and includes fome of Thrace, the Bof» 
phorus, and Parthia; thofe 6f Commagtnc, 
Edeffa or Ofrhoene, Mauretania, and Judaea, 

Sdch are the feriefes df the portraits of kings 
to be found on medals ftruck with Grecian 
charafters. Of Greek coins, imprcffed witH 
the heads of illuftrious men, a good number 
may be fcfund, but ought more properly to be. 
called a colledion thail a feries, the latter term 
always implying a chronological fucceffion. 

The Roman emperors prefent a moft diftin<ft 
leries, from Julius, the firft of them, to the 
deftruftion of Rome by the Goths : nay, to a 
tnlich later period^ were n^t the coins after this 
fo barbarous as to deftrdy the beauty of the 
feries while they add to its perfe&ion. 

The forming a feries of portraits of the godj, 
goddefles, &c* to be found on ancient coins^ I 
look upon as frivolous. It is far better to ar- 
range thefe coins under the feveral eities or 
kings whofe names they bear. - 
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OS many proper reriefes may 
:ing of the kings and other 
diflerent couotries. Medals 
I in modem times are not 
3 form a coUedion^ 
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ne Reverfes of Medals. 



AS that fide of the coin on which any por* 
trait is delineated is commonly termed 
the faciy or obverfe, fo the oppofite fide is 
termed the reverfe. 

Tbefe reverfes, in the ancient Greek and 
Roman coins, are of infinite variety^ and afford 
one of the chief amufements arifing from this 
ftudy. They contain figures of deities, at 
whole length, with their attributes and fym- 
bols \ public buildings, and diverfions ; allego- 
rical reprefentations ; ceremonies, civil and re* 
ligious; hiftorical and private events; figures 
of ancient ftatues; plants, animals, and other 
liibsjefts of natural hiftory; ancient magiftracies, 

F with 
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with their infignia ; in Ihort, almoft e^ery objeft 
of nature or art. 

Some reverfes bear the portrait of the queen, 
the fon, or the daughter, of the prince who- 
appears on the obverfe. Such are efteemed 
highly by antiquaries, not only becaufe it is a 
rule with them that every coin ftamped with 
portraits on either iide is very valuable, but 
becaufe they identify the perfonage on the re- 
verfe to have been the wife, the fon, or the 
daughter, of fuch a particular prmce, and by 
this means help in the adjufting of a feries. 

The reverfes of the Roman coins have more 
of art and defign than the Greek ; but, in re- 
turn, the Greek have more exquifite relief and 
workmanlhip than the other. 
' In the very ancient coins, as in thofe of the 
foft kings of Macedon, no reverfc is found, 
fave a rude mark {truck into the metal, as of a 
fquare with a crofs in it, or the like. This 
was owing to the medal being merely fixed firm 
to fonie inftrument on that fide, that it might 
receive the impreffion upon the other. By 
degrees however we fee fome little image of a 
horfe, or other animal, inferted into one of the. 
departments of the rude crofs, or into the body 
of the fquare. Then follows a perfeft reverfe 
of an horfe, or the like, with a flight mark, and 
at length without any mark of the fquare or 

crofs* 
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crafs. Such is the progrefs of the revcrfcs of 
coins from rudeoefs to defign, which was foon 
after carried to refinement. 

The figures of deities and perfonifications, on 
the Roman coins; are commonly attended with 
their names, befides being diftinguifhed by thdir 
attributes. Thefe names, when without any 
adjunft, as they fometimes ftand, may be fafely 
looked upon as put down merely becaufe it was 
neceflary the coin Ihould have a legend. Thus, 
in a coin of Lucilla, Venus, tho well known by 
the apple which fhe always holds in her hand, 
has yet the name round her, venvs, without 
any addition whatever. The like may be ob- 
ferved in a few other inftances. But mod com* 
monly an adjunft is added, which renders the 
irifertion of the nartie very proper and necef- 
fary, as in the inftance of a Neptune, with 
NEPTVNO REDVCi; a Vcnus, with veneri 
vicTRici; and others fimilar. The like may 
be faid of the coins with a figure of Modefty, 
PVBiciTiAE avgvstae; of Virtue, VI RTVS av- 
GVSTi ; and others of the famelcind: for it is 
the legend which appropriates the virtue to the 
emperor or emprefs, and thus leaves no doubt 
as to the meaning of the reverfe* A quality 
not fo often obferved on modern medals, which 
are frequently dark as a riddle; and it feems to 
be the intention of the defigner to make the 

F t legend, 
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legend and reverfe fight a combat together, 
and obfcure, not illuftrate, each other's meaning. 
In the Greek coins, however, perhaps it is a 
fuperior delicacy that the name of the deity is 
never exprefled, but left to the eafy interpre- 
tation of fixed fymbols. This remarkable dif- 
ference is obfervable in the earlicft coins of the 
two countries^ and on which only the buft of 
the deity or perfonification is given. The Ro- 
man have almolt always the name, as pie- 
TAS, LIBERT AS, ^c. whilc the Greeks content 
thcmiislves with giving us Ceres with her 
wheaten garland ; Jupiter with his mild coun- 
tenance, laurel crown, and beard j Minerva with 
her helmet, and fo forth. This pradice of the 
Greeks makes it neceflary to prefent my reader, 
in the next fedtion, with fome account of the 
fymbols mod obfervable on their coins *, that 
, when/he* meets with th^m he may eafily know 
the deity they diftinguiih. This he will find 
the more convenient, as hitherto mcdallic wri- 
ters have thought proper to give us explana- 
tions of the Roman fymbols without bellowing 
any peculiar attention on the Greek. In this 
they have afted like thofe profound commenta- 
tors who leave obfcure paffages as they fo\ind 

* • When I fpcak of tBi Greek coins f abfolutely, thro-out thk 
work» thofe preceding the imperial ages of Rome are meant : yet 
the prefent lift of fymbols applies in a groat <iegree to the Greek 
imperial coins. 

them. 
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them, but illuftrate thofe which every body Un- 
derftands with miich labor and fuccefs. They 
may argue ' indeed, that the fymbols of the 
deities have a degree of 'fimilarity in the cojps 
of both nations ; yet I muft reply, that thefe 
fymbols ftand alone on the Greek, and of confe« 
quence the Grecian medals ought to have at* 
trailed their chief attention in this way, and 
not the Roman, on which the attributes of a 
deity are immediately appropriated by the lc« 
gend* 
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Symbols obfervable on tbenu 



THIS feftion Ihall begin with fome account 
of the fymbols to be found on the Greek 
coins, and Ihall conclude with thofe very few 
on the Roman which are not immediately il- 
luftrated by the legend of the medal. 

The principal deities fymbolized on the 
Greek coins, as divided into male and female, 
will ftand thus : 

I. The firft rank of the gods muft be given 
to JupiTKR. He occurs frequently on reverfes 
of Alexander the Great, and is eafily known by 
his eagle and thunder-bolt. When the buft 
only occurs on obverfes of coin^, it is known 
by the laurel crown and placid bearded counte- 
nance. 
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fiance. Jupiter Ammon is diftioguiihed by the 
rara's-horn twiftiog rouod his ear : a fymbol of 
power and ftrength afterwards wbimfically ad-» 
opted by many kings of Syria, to mark their 
regarding themfelves as the fucceflbrs of Alex- 
ander the fuppofed fon of Ammon. 

II. Neptune feldom occurs on the coins of 
Greece. When he appears he is well known 
by the trident, or the dolphin; and is fome» 
times drawn by fea-horfes. 

IIL Apollo is frequent on the reverfes of 
the Syrian princes ; and is known by the harp, 
the branch x>{ laurel, or the tripod ; fome- 
times he has a bow and arrows. When the 
buft only occurs, he has a fair young face, an4 
is crowned with laurel ; and, in the chara&er 
of the fun, his head is furrounded with rays. 

IV. Mars, feldom feen on Greek medals, is 
diftinguifhable by his armour, and fometimes 
by a tirophy on his flioulders. The buft is 
known by the helmet and ferocious counte- 
nance. 

V. Mercury appears with the caduceus^ or 
wand twined with ferpents, and the marfupium, 
or purfe, which he holds in his hand. JHe is 
delineated as a youth with a fmall cap on his 
head, and wings behind his ears and at his feet. 
The buft is known by the cap, which refcm- 
^les ;a fmall bat, and the wings. 

F 4 VI. JE^. 
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VL ^scuLAPiifs is remarkable by his bufliy* 
beard, and his leaning on a dub with a ferpent 
nnrifted round it. He ibmetimes occurs with 
his wife Hygeia, or Health, and their little iba 
TelefphoruSy or Convalefcence, between them. 

VII. The attributes of Bacchus are*, the ti* 
ger, the fatyrs around him, the tbyrjus or rod 
twiftcd with ivy or vine, and the crown com- 
pofed of one of thefe plants. His buft is dif- 
tinguilhable by the latter fymbol. 

VIIL The club, lion's ikin, and finewy 
ftrength, reveal Hercules : fometimes a cup is 
added, to imply that wine infpires courage; 
and the poplar tree, fymbolic of vigor. He 
often appears as breaking the neck of the Nc- 
maean lion by crufhing it ftoutly in his arms. 
His buft is common on coins of Alexander the 
Great, and other princes ; as alio on thofe of 
fome Sicilian cities, as Mefl[ina^ and others :^ it 
is that of a youth without a beard, with the 
lion*s fkin wrapt around it; and on the coins of 
Alexander has been falfely taken for the por- 
trait of that prince* He Ukewife is fometimes 
drawn with ai beard, in which cafe he is called 
the Old Hercules ; as, when he appears beard* 
lefs, he is denominated the Young Hercules. 

IX. Serapis, one of the fantaftic gods of 
Egypt, is known by his bufhy beard, and the 
meafure upon his head. Apis appears as a bull 
with a flower of the hufo^^ the teUis^ or lotus, 

I frua^ 
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ffuElu ntgricanUy of botanifts, between his horns. 
This tree, by us called the nettle-tree, from the 
form of its leaf, fee'ms to have been a great fa- 
vourite of the ancients, and placed in the fam6 
raiik with the laurel and the myrtle, the fa- 
vourites of Apollo and Venus. Its fkmcr is in 
the form of a rofe, of five leaves, and with 
maTiy ftamina in the bofom ; and its fragrance 
induced the ancients to fprinkle it over their 
couches, along with the blooms of the myrtle* 

J^ropscag ^eXca TS-ooirivitv* ANACREON. 

X. Harpcc RATES, the god of filence, is, 
evident from the familiar token of putting his 
finger to his mouth. Sometin^es he has the 
iiilrum in his left hand, which is a fymbcrf 
common to moft of the Egyptian deities. 

XL Canopus is very common on the coins of 
Egypt, in the Angular fhape of a human head^ 
placed upon a kind of pitqher. This deified 
pitcher feems to refer to an anecdote of ancient 
fuperftitiop, which, I believe^ is recorded by 
Plutarch. It feems, fome Perfian and Egyptian 
priefls had a conteft which of their deities bad 
the fuperiority. The Egyptian iaid that a fina- 
gle vafe, facred to Serapis, would extinguiih 
the wholp power pf the Perfian deity of fire* 

The 
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Tbe cxperiiaeat wa* tried^ aii4 the wUy Egyp- 
tian boring holes ia the fi4e of the yafe, and 
flopping them with ww. itfuerwards filled thf^ 
veflelwth water,. vfhich^ g«&ing through the 
holes, as the wax melted, extiaguiftied the 
J>c?€^n deity. Hence the vafe was deified, and 
^ertiiinly deferv«4 it better than the onipB* and 
leeis of that learned ^ foolilh nation, fo well 
ridiculed by Juvenal : 

** O fanftas gentcs quibus nafcunliir in hortis 
♦* Numina!** 

XII. This lift of fymbolized gods ihall be 
clofed with the lEPA STNKAHTOS, and 
IEP02 AHMOS, the holy senate, and the 
HOLY PEOPLE, fo frequcnt on Greek Imperial 
^oins. Thefe ideal perfons are commonly fee* 
in the fame image of an ancient bearded head, 
icrowncd with laurel ; fometicies, however, the 
latter appears as a youth. 

Paffing to the female deities, or goddeffes, 
the. firft in dignity is, 

!• Juno, known by the peacock, a bird fa- 
cred to her from the fable of Argus. When 
ihe appears as the goddefs of marriage, fhe.is 
veiled to the middle, and fomerimes to the tocg. 
Her buft is that of a beautiful young woman, 
fon>etimes without any badge, which is diftinjc* 
tion fu65cient, as the reft of thje goddeffes have 
badges; and Ibmetiaies with a diadem. . 

IL The 
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IT. The fymbols of Minerva are very re-i 
markable, confifting of her being in armour., 
wub a fpear in her rigl\t hand^ and the aegis, or 
^eld^ with Medusa's head, in the other; aa 
owl commonly ftwding befide her. Her biift 
is equally diftinguiihable from the hdoiet 
which ihe always wears: it is very common oi^ 
the gold coin of Alexander the Great ; and oire 
cannot help Uughing at the odd blunder of 
Elzevir, or his editor, who, in the beft editioiii 
of. Quintus Cprtius, gave an head of this god- 
defs for that of Alexander. 

III. Diana is revealed by the crefcent, by 
her bow and arrows, and often by her hounds. 
The Ephefian Diana, common upon Greek Ipi-^ 
perial coins, appears with a number of mamma i 
Ihe is fupported by a couple of deer, and bears 
a panicr of fruit on her head. The buft of 
Diana is known by the crefcent on her brow, 
and fometimes by the bow, or quiver, engraved 
^ one fide. 

IV. The apple in her hand, the prize of 
beauty, declares Venus. Sometimes Ihe is only 
to be known by her total want of drcfs, without 
any other fymbol. Her buft is diftinguiihable 
by her fupreme beauty, and is often adorned 
with pearls around the neck. It might have 
been mentioned above, that Cupid, fometimes 
appears on the Syrian coins, in half-length, as 

painters^ 
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painters call it^ and is known by his infaxicj. 
and wings. 

V. Cybele has the turreted crown, and lion; 
or is feen in a chariot drawn by lions. Her buft 
is known by the firft-mentioncd attribute. 

VI. Ceres has the torches in her hands, 
with which Ihe is fabled to have gone in fearch 
of her daughter Proferpine. She has fometimcs 
two ferpents by her, and is fometimes drawn in 
a chariot by them* Her buft is readily known 
by the wheaten garland; and is moft common 
on coins of Sicily, an ifland celebrated for it's 
fertility. 

VII. Isis, an Egyptian goddefs, has the fif- 
trum in her hand, and a bud, or flower, on her 
bead, fymbolic of the eternal bloom of the in- 
habitants of heaven *. The flower is faid to be 
that of the a^pojovovj or fouthemwood, which is 
not very likely: it would rather feem to be 
tiiat of a fpecies of amaranth. 

VIII. AsTARTE, a Sidonian goddefs^^ appears 
en a globe^ fupported by a chariot of two 
lybeels, and drawn by two hopfes. 

Such are the more eminoat fymbols and 
attributes of the deities; there only remain 
to be mentioned a few fymbols, which (land 
by themfclves, as figurative of perfons pr cir- 
cuo^ftancf^s^ 

* Plutarch dc lfid(t. 
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Such are vafes^ with fprlgs of plants ifRiing 
out of thcm^ fymbolic of folemn games. The 
fmall cheftj or hamper, with a ferpent leaping 
out of it, ihews the myftic rites of Bacchus* 
Ck>ins with the latter image are called cijlopborii 
and a learned treatife has been publilhed con- 
cerning them. 

The anchor on Seleucian medals marks the 
coia to be ilruck at Antioch^ where an anchor 
was found upon digging the firfl: foundations of 
the city^ tho at a confiderable diltance from 
the fea. 

A fmall feat, like a buihel pierced wlch 
many holes, upon which ApoUo fits, in dif- 
ferent fcoins of the princes of Syria, is that 
upon which the prieft of Apollo at Daphne, 
near Antioch, ufed to fit to return oracles. It 
was placed over an aperture of the floor of the 
temple, through which the gale of infpiration 
was thought to ,arife. 

Having difcuflfed the mod remarkable fym- 
bols obferved on the Greek coins, let us exa- 
mine a very few of the Roman, which ftand 
alone, and require explanation ; for the deities 
and peribnifiqations on the Roman coins, as has 
been faid, have not only attributes, but their 
names likewife in the legend of the medal, 
which renders it quite unnecefiiary to dwell 
upon them. 

An 



plained by antiquaries; inuGh lefs Why that 
weapon is never feen on their coins. 

The inftrutnents of facrifice appear on mafty 
Ronl^H ccnns^y and are > i . The Jecefpit^j or an 
oblong hatchet, or large knife, to kill the vic- 
tim, z. Afperforium^ or veflel for holy wttter, 
with which the prieft fprinkled the aMtttntsv 
a . Simpullum^ or the veffel for pouring wine cMi 
the facrifice. 4. Patina, or fatera^ a difti fot 
the fat, and other portiohs facred to the gods^ 
5« Acerra^ a little coffer of ificenfe* 

The lituusy or wand twilled round at the top^ 

fometbing like an epifcopal fiafif, i^ a badge of 

the augurlhip; as the apeK, or cap with firings^ 

and terminating with a tuft, is of the pontificates 

The thenfa^ or divine chariot^ which corned 

the image of a deity in facred procdffiom (im^ 

properly termed carpentum by fome), is a 

badge of confecration of an emprefs; as is the 

peacock, which was the bird of Juno, th^ 

queen of Heaven. Thefe fomettmes appear 

without the legend Conjecrathf as the t/j^nja on 

a coin ftruck under Tiberius for the confecr*- 

tion of Livia *, the wife of Auguftus, s. f% q. b. 

ivLiAE AVGVST.; and the peacock on that moft 

rare filver coin of Julia, the daughter of Tltuis^ 

the front of which has her buft, ivlia av^ 

<;vsTA, and the reverfe a peacock, oivi titi 

FILXA. 

^ It is well known |hat Livia took the naott of Julia afttr ha 

high maaiagCiv 

The 
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The palm-tree, on both Greek and Roman 
ooins, is fymbolk of Phoenicia, where that tree 
flouriflied : as the ftlphium is of Cyrene, from 
the earlieft times down to thofe of the Koman 
empire. 

Before this fedion is difmifled, a few words 
muft be laid rcfped:it^ the fymbols obfervabk 
on the obverfes of ancient med^]s> confiding of 
the diadem^ and other ornaments of the bufls 
pf .eminent perfons, to be found on them* 

The diadem, or. 'oittaj was a ribbon worn 
around the head, and tied in a floating knot be« 
hind, anciently the . fimple, but fuperlative, 
badge of kingly power. It is obfervable on 
the Greek monarchic medals, from the earliefl 
ages to the laft; and is almoit an infallible fign 
x>f the portrait of a prince. In the Roman 
coins it is feen on the confular ones of Numa 
and Ancus; but never after, if I am not mif- 
taken, till the time of Licinius, So great an 
averfion had the Romans to this kingly diftino 
tion, that their emperors had, almofi for an age, 
worn the radiated crown, peculbr to the gods, 
before they dared to afiume this tyrannic 
badge. In the family of Conftancine the dia- 
dem becomes common, though jnot with the 
ancient fimplicity, being ornamented on eithdF 
edge with a row of pearU* 

The radiated crown, at firfl,, as on the pofl- 
humous coins of Auguflus^ a mark of deifica- 

tion% 
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tux^mta ih'XxAcmbr& tlisn. a ccbtnf y «ft«r pikt' 
irponmbftjofi die emperorsV heip^ in their 'le-» 
vural'infldalSi^i^jaJ t. ,^ \. .».<' « 
i fc.Xlif iGTolm 0!|(3aUrel nvta^atf fipft tUe faoiibtarf> 
prij&e 'of /ton^dMxnrsy bftt aftcnvanb toommonly 
MFMQy .at letft' ip; thetri^medals^'^y all the Ro^: 
man empcrcnavfronp Jaihis^ who mtt periftitt^ 
byfiijie'ifeBate^iioiwfcar itr^ai^my^ to hide tii^ 
baUoefii ef/diis -fovekeadr TlMS'perh^ps'gim^ 
i>ilii tbi)the;iirft 'eifiperorti alws^jrs tippieiaif ing With 
iC(hai';ilhcfr rOpivk, b drcuinftadioetdctitintte^to 
miritiiifts wW*ai]it>ftifiribler'''ii^ Cothte 

dbfiifdity.. n.'Che^ hmrei:, i eiA|llt>]fed bythe'an^ 
aitMb mrformiiig their croii^ntf; ' ft tttidoubt^ly 
^at .[we^term^^e'^Atexiiidi^ &flrel^' a- nloffi 
bebuti£ol lemrgrden;' o£*ia^'fifIe{> A«id> teifid^t Vefw 
droreL i » •<'* '•• • !• "• ^''^f^'"'*"^*^ *'• ' i^'-'y'^ 
. Agrippa^'appears o^ hik^n% Widl tfie r^fal 
dtowTiiJaiifign of naval '^itStory w comrtiAtidJ 
being made «(f' gold;; iii ^einbfonce of pir6t^^ 
of fliips tied togeltheif; -^¥16 14 Hkewife fccri 
*^ith ithe mutali^r turWteft^iSrcwh, the J)rii0 of 
firft afoendiiigSihe walk df a«' ifeerfly*« city. ' ' 
'/•The oaktn; W' dvift^ c»WA;'tt' frequent iiii 
rcverfesi las of Galba, and^ ^thert ; * and -Misf tlte 
badge of having faved the life of a citizeni of 
of many ;citize«tf. *" - '»'^>nin'':» >. .r.i 

^Bdicksithe diadem^ thf^^r<!^1^ ptince^'fitftie-^ 
times appear With the lai*fiP<irdwh.' ' Hic^Ar- 
fkdAmr'cv^kkx^^ vi PaHlfiMy %t2ei'^^ Id^Hd^'df 

G fafli 
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ftih round the. h^d » widi tkeir luSr lii -rcmrs of 
cutlsjtke aiwfg* iTigntnc^ and tiK kings ^i^ 
Armenia, wear the iiara^ a fingufair kind of< 
cap^ bvi: tbe wdl: rkaxmh badge rof < impedal 
power in thr ancient eafteroniKivkt Xeraes^m 
pecty prihce{i0£ Araicniai appears in a ootn 
extant of him in a omie cs^ :wiQk a diadem: 
around it. Juba the £ither has* a fingubnr 
dsrowny like a: conic cap made of lelives of o&k. 
;: Tvhe kii^s of Syria, spumed, b^ #ay of S£^^ 
t^s^ion, different fymbols of deity, to ber^^^ 
flprred on th^ jbufts^ of their medata. Such as 
the lion's (kii|.4)f H^culesy which Hirrounds tbe 
head of th^ 4rft j^leucusj 'the ram's ham 
placed behind tkf i^9ir, a icriptural imi^e of 
tbevr ftrepgth.and^pftwfiri or of thm being tbe 
fucceflfors of Alexander, called the fon of Jupi- 
ter Amnion ; the, Mfhg placed, in like manner, 
behind the ear, fymboltc of the rapidity of 
(heir conquefts^ or of their defcendance f mm 
the god Mercury ; saiid the lik^o 

The emprefles ^ queens never, fo far as I 
remember, are feem. with ,the diadem of any 
kind« The variety pf tkeir kead^r^es more 
than compenfatesjfor thp want of this oma' 
nient* ., 

Beitdes the diftin^ons of fupreme power, or 
hoimrary reward, ^ there; are oth^r fymbolic or- 
naments of the. h^ad obfervable on- iome Ro-> 
man cobs which 9IHS^t to be oieiMion^v-'^*^ 

is 
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is the veili or more properly the taga^ drawn 
Over the head, to be feen on the bufts of Juliui 
C«far and Leptdut on their coins. This ihewf 
that the perfon bolt the'^pMtificatey or the att» 
^rfliip ; the augurs having a particular gown» 
called loMf with which they covered their heada 
when employed in obferving the omens. The 
Veil of Fattllioa aiki other ttopttffn^ denotes 
them to have held ibme lacred dignity* 



t". 
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MOST coins, along with the portrait in 
front and various figures in the reverie^ 
have likewife words, explicative of fome cif^ 
cumftance concerning them, marked on one or 
both fides. The early Greek coins of cities^ 
commonly only contain the name of the city, 015 
the initial letters of it ; as thofc of the Greek 
princes their name, the beginning chara&ers of 
it, or its monogram^. But in the Romaa 

* A monogram, with medallifts, is the name of a prince, city* 
or the like, of which the chsira£lers are woven together^ fo to- 
fpeak, and the limb of one chara£ter perhaps applies to three or 
four others ; fo that in the fmall room of one or two charadlers a 
whole name is comprehended. 

i'Tw'lTJ.!? . r> and 



titiM^ i wk soil};? a dkBin^CofbritetJoblavifliiil dte 

the field of the Teverfc, which in fuchiifAiifttfc 
it^fythi xaon&fts ^cUj lof Jsbift : inc^Uigcncci^^t^* 
mnvaif figurBB i^rhetevor;.: nwi»ircbc!}0&&»i^ 
wonH^ohi itrcj^iighuf ooonp^dieifield^ttvqitiib 
^iaiedr.^n infir^ian r Iiutn4^henrrt*flry ^nrft rcmiW 
Alee mai^ftt, aw oi;i eithcsrafide of tJif tfigiic«$*JSfc 
lupoQ the. exdjgue;*^ they ^»! deaomliiaieS ^J^ 
^gmfll ^ '- ''-' t*' ' '■'•'^"^ " '^' ,v''.!i^'^ 

": . Thc/Ffcach, who are, &bdi©f dev!e*iji6ril 
^he igatesthoifcfyi and t^ler legond th(o\ fculybE 

. iThe l^oidi of the-ftHiHcft (Sm^^oms^os 
-above obferved, «e vfeify/ hiicf, *ehcajfinj*janiy 
^tfee initials o£jth^<AtY^'f)V'fmoti\ ^uAAS, 
money of Athens; AM, oMiokjrjOQiiKd.bj^'Ail* 
myntas king^ of MacSHonr.. .Afterwards^ lite 
immeis put atfulLlei%c^^>ase£'TPAii:i€)SrSI^^9 
xoin oH rtie Syracufians ii'^IAIIinOV, .<ooiv^ '4f 
^i4>ilip of Maoedon^ .. -im ipMdefs ol^jrinfti >fbe 
&ftiM a»d^gypdan-,Jcwi^v/fucc«fforsi>f ^ 
-ander, adi|ed ibnue epitkei; .^Kich did ihtfki 
|)i^4ife, a« ETEPrETHBj faeatfoeif t, eif thef ISM ; 
>fogetber tvltlirtho^k iof 'BAZJIABTS;,' <»<l^^ ; 
^ii4^e yedt ^'tlm^ <»^il'^itt^^h&lfhtk^ tio^^ 



{^Jtf, *0«/ qftli nvork of the mecfal. 

G 3 ftrucic. 
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teiclu :Sueh t|ie Gcieek cob^ reamQed ^ 
"Ac iimwriklity of theiRoman em[m« fwtUowed 
Dp iA the kingdoint and ciiks which ufed chat 

Under the dcMniaioii of the Room ctmiei wi 

dieGftcian mint afliimed nxMt cf the Roman 

ftran then indeed more parfeft^ as to legenc^ 

than* their own, Qn the £Ke they gave the 

Roman emperor, or emprefs, with thjpir dtlesi; 

the founder of their city, with his name i the 

ftnate, or the people of Rome, who had pro- 

teded them ; or the ideal buft of the genius of 

didr city : while the reverfe prefents us with a 

l^nd indicative of the name of the noiagiftrate 

under whom the money was firuck ; of ibme 

fieaty entered into with one or more ne^h^ 

bowing ftatet; of the river, of deity, repre> 

iebted ; and the lilce. . Yet it muft beobferredt 

to the credit oif the Greek artifts, even when 

dieir genim was 4epi«£fed by the Roman 

pofwcr^ .that they feldom or never expkm by 

^ek l^nds the reveries of their coins, but 

leave it to tthc. fpe^ator ; oofiitnonly^ a«d al« 

,moft wlverfatly, putting for the legend of iM 

ipr^'the name o£ (he city, and frequ^tly 

adding th« of thie ipagiftiafcc* Th? fyrphftU of 

(he 4ei(ief were indeed fe familiar as to t^quvft 

po explanatory legend ; and -perfonifications 

ive very rare in Gveek coins, except thofe of 

fhW 9it«5 »nd rivers; A ^^ Manxes hQW- 

> • I. > «• ■ 

fVff 



ev^ occur' of tlfcrn, atid'th^ lire comthonfy 
aiccompanied by an illuifitatii^ legend ; as on' tbre 
•reverfc of a very rare ^Ocbo, where we fee hh 
vidory over Galbk^ imi^ed hy'k placid feiiiide 
figure^ with a ifiGicky h onehand, and a tro* 
phy in the other, with thi> legend, KPAXI£, 
Moderation^/ 

InfieriptioaS' fitting tEhe whole field of the re« 
*verfe ait not fo^- common in Greek coins. A 
£ew however these ^are, and particularly upon 
thofe- qf Smyrna. The imperial MedaM ftrack 
:flt Afitioeh anp lalwttys ▼ery remarkable, fA>ih 
the: letters' s^c;4Aft:ribed oh their r^verfes, within 
a pcieuliar c^NAvn, or wreath. 'Sometimes kUey 
kalvb longer iqfcriptions; as in that mod capi- 
tal'coin oiP Otho, of large brafs, which is iii Dr. 
Hunter's coUedion ; upon whic^ we f^ad, withtti 
the Ufual wreath of Antiochian medals, £111 
MOTKIANOV ANTIOXEflN, with the ara 
ST. ZIP. How the people of Antiqch hap- 
'pened to adopt the s. c. fignifying senatvs 
coNsvLTo, ** by decree of the fenate," a mark 
oknoft pdculiaf tathe Roman mbt| in (^ many 
of their imperial poins, is a paradox not ox- 
plained, and not attempted to be explained, by 
medallic authors. 

This leads me tp ^bfefve, that the nqted 
s. c. or mark of the authority qf the feqatp of 

^ SpDBi Voyage du Lcvanti touic I|I« 

Q 4 Rome 



O^c foe i^i;iluo{^,ansr.^i%Dpv«iappe»s «f>oii 

^hofe. of |[9Wo9fr fitvm* m th* fdttfc we. mma to 

,9i?n/hrup it, v^en i|^>>ccMf 8 / upoqi the brjds. 

JJ^ffX^^t}^ it 4pfy|ic^3 {LA ttlfntUbte rule^«hat 

.tjjbjfnwk iiPftWgftW ?^4filwpcpin$alv?ay«r«- 

fcp. jtot jjic; (ujjj?^o£» ik^ tt^^jck wpon which it 

i$ ibicnpedy and not to the coin jxitiS. So. £Ar 

^s we cf^n l^ny;tbi&.rR(^mi)i$tDpesorf had! the 

4ple. diipofjil p^ thf. gold And*fitirer ootnageiy bat 

l^t: that of i^mfs ,e(Ui]:ely. ico tlm: fenate.* Henae 

if^ih ftr> nerefwapfing vpopthe.brafs, andiin 

rKfiW f5F^: inil'^Cfes. iitt?W».; I^Wf. the ftipcriwr 

jQ^(alsi whp(f itisr ai^y^)l»iii|iilwi)»od to [refer 

;5Vi f be 4eY^p>;of t\(<? 9?iPj;.?MviteWf^:a Woi- 

.pbaj ai^cb, ffi:.,i^,l^e, jer?^^ ,by: dpcrce.of/tbfc 

.^^? ; ; an^.{9ot , to the , coiu itfdf,^ai . iffued fin 

'Ylrftje of t^^t decree. , . . . , ^ • -lU' • 

.J The. fioiplicity of the legends to be found 

upon the. early/ Gr^ekcqips haj^ already fallen 

upder obfervation; thofe of t(i^i jEloman, wiii 

^qual fimplicity at firft, by 49grees proceed^ 

yq .more e}j,pltcit length,. ^ at length, from 

■e}egapt apd.iimpi.e verftcity^ degenerated into 

. flattery. . Thefe remarks vcfcf tp the legends of 

tfce obverfe,. iof t;hofe of t;be j:everfe began to 

flatter as foon as there was a prince, an idol 

:Vipqn whpfc^jiUartQ l^rn the cloudy perfume. 

'^^.:Wj^^^fW ^^ Mpdcration upon tbe 
medals of Tiberius, as well as equivalent vir- 
tues upoat thofe of Titus, The pivi filivs, 



'«faaci:fla]:tfir^it! bilt' lapcRi; <thofe of ^e>fblldwiflg 
: pfmo«9LM^oifindi]kooiiiiig:>tboiieitlMiil clitfiviii^tififl, 
v^ith the da«t>Qf tlierr^fnbinhiciaii*pdw)^,r^ 
-tticir Cknibilbiil, aiul'tiMP-gtbitioa^cittaA>f*FCilr£R 

. mgdus added^itfae tiiieqdfi!sfitBcK,^^lQlve(^^ b)c 
IfDhag of > pirft^ md ac rlasgtbVbjr* tbe^tyrinimi "pm* 
-fkce df i^AN., poi^iHui yonnid^^ OurL^vd^'^'tn 
cthe*)) lower ;jernpire; M^iiiael'fifrft affiv|f)i«ds'^t^^ 
proud t addkioni of i BAJBt/CEfrJif ^m ^ kmgi;i ^kb 
was . iottowo*' jby thaa'of. AHSJIOTOS/v or 
^«fpot;ih- «' T ^- - V ' .'*' • T'i'i <'J^' t 

i« ^i^teff^voifesi^ of th^vety flfft imperfeJtjdifts 
-are not however wanting tf» iddlaMoo^; nobSs^t 
• to he^f^mdeiBi 'Ot, whrn ;i^;c6tifider' thac^ydl 

and* Horate^^m«!tt>Tif o^^ermoft efllight^d'fAfti^, 
. whateirflT*ihay be detHdfig^ bf thciir daifll tq^* 
. nics,. iwrere^yet capable^ of trmii fbk^aaii(^tii&jA* 
«cicd'digi>it}r;of .poetry, aad profticutiiig itrailfae 

bloody foQtftool of :a: tyraat. ' What -Monirf- 
. quteiv fitys. 0f the ; Englifiii 'that^' .tfrcdv^r iibey 

w«re^lredaded;Do faeilaveayijtey woufad proRra^Uie 

imane£bo5 aU> ilaves, uras" eireixtpllfiadiiftxidie 
rfCondbiEb'of the aacient Rioibaiisi/'^Thiafleaitriiio 
i97£(ylbc bdterT^ra^cduhaa'f/om tfaa cbkif ffat&^k 

by decree of the fenate, in which we find all 
' •the virtues' ifttitred to tht^'moft lnfahioii?te| of 

^oqfters that ever difgraced humanity. It may 

4 however 
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Imtrarei fae (Hid^ la ^iMkation of tfaeiRamM^, 
chit tke. aibrib»g. of virtues to pnnoes^ from 
flrhofe: heaits they wece mo9i diftant^ w^as dve 
only method which they daied to iife lo" ff^emiad 
thiol of their duty to their fobjcds^ 
. ,In a Oiortrume^ however^ a fucceffiEm of rir« 
tuoutitnonar^ authorifi^ the ivmfes ft^ -^v- 
,reigB to moft of their pecdecefibis^ : «. f« <^^ h. 
orriMo PEtNcipi,. fo ooninioii on the anas of 
Tnyan, ts not flattery^ but glory. .AM the vie* 
tuet appear iii^thout . impropriety^ on the medab 
of Netya, Trajan, Adrian^ and the Ah^mtiiL 

Alnnoft equal in juftice and glory tioi the pf* 
TiMo 9RIKCIPI of Trajan is a reverie t>f the 
empeiror Juifinian, on which is the poitrait of 
BdtiariuSf with this legend, . GM>RiA romano«> 
RVM'"^* But, m proportion as die empire de« 
dined, the more common are flattery and gro& 
unpfoiiriety in the legends of the Roman coin. 
So early .as the time of Severus we find this 
upon one of Julia his. wife, mat^ aygg, ma- 

.T^ SSKATVS, MATirrFATRlA£« 

The^rreeks, ingoiious in faults as in virtues, 
likewife xarried t^eir flattery of thehritomcn 
matters jas Ux as it would well go* Certain it . is 
that they (brpafled the Romans themfislires in 
baife artt We have a Greek Jmedal of 



T ^* ^^* ^^^ McdatU^ I Kavt, airier fi^ this ccmi, 

MtKer iii books or caliinpti* 
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C:oininodi|s iwi^ a Ifgcijd^, tn^^lying fha^ whil? 

(hac eiqpaor rc^ed all (ho . world was bleft ; 

SL piece of adulation and, falilKiQd only to .be 

equalled by an infcriptioi) {Nceferved in the gar« 

den of the Villa Bprghefe at Frafp^ti, and for- 

imerly placed. under a ftatue.of Qiacallai in 

ivhich, antongi other titles, i$ nvmini fhae« 

SEKTr» "to diq prcfent deity." Among Other 

uiilan9^s of the Grecia|i art of conciliating the 

favopr of their maiterS| n^ay be mentioned th4t 

of firft winning fh^ protedion of the emprefst 

;ui4 Qther imperial ladies, by ftriking beautifii) 

medals in their honour : a flattery to which we 

are indebted /or many a fine portrait not to be 

found in thf t^onuQ coins^* 

But it is time that we fl)Qul4 proceed to foma 

few other particulars pb|ervab|e in th& legends 

p£ ancient m^d^s. Vpop many pf the coins 

ilnick in the Greek cities wc find the legend of 

the obvejrfe iii Latin, while that of the reverfe is 

\n Greek. Tj^ reafon of thiS| medallic writers 

)iave epdp^voured to acco^flt for in many ways, 

l>ut appeair not to me to have iighted ypoo the 

(ruth, which fe^ms tp be, that the magiftrate of 

fuch country mint, not having any portrait of 

^ t^^ en^perpr, ifent tq Romp for one, which wis 

returned in a die ready cut with the legend. 

To this a revisrfe was made by the Greek artills, 

(he magi^rate inclining to fave the expence of 

putting anotlier .obverfp« In convolution of this 

opinion^ 



no'Aiins are fifyiihd Wkh 'Latsft^'l^^'son -dke 
i^vtfle and Gfeelt,'m front* ' ' •• *" 
'^^ Perhraps 'th6 rtioft fematkifWe fearbrc in -the 
l^erids and Infcriptions of ^'CJrOTk imperial me- 
Wak is the ' addition^ almbft 'perfetual, of tlic 
title KEnKOPOS to the ndnles 6f fc^ttaih cMeS. 
TThc word is equivalent to the'La^tfti Mdifpii^f 
*'drid will, iti fpite of Tny* redder S /niile, beaWlic 
'EngKfh interpretation of CMcHvV^rden *./ 'ft 
•itrij^iics that the cities who adop'i^tid that appcf- 
•texion looked upon themfelres as' guardians ''Vrf' 
'^^ fhrirte of fome celebrated deity, whofe dte- 
*voV^d worfhippers they were ;^*;ind of confe- 
Kjucnce bleft in ;th« immediate and i)eculiar 
't^^^^^ heavenly power. At other 

"^iittes it'figntfies fclely , the*' latter circumftatfiic 
;^f particular ftvour; and in'^this'Tenfe we tndiit 
^«^?i:h NEfiKOmN' TOT rfiBASTOT, the'l^. 
^'^hS^i'Q^ the ethperor, and the* Hkej tho in fbnie 
'tnftance^ thi's may be dotibtlefe applitd in* the 
«f tril'Xenfe of tite Word ; for tefeples of different 
^EBASTOI, t)r empeirors, were freqbeit inHlle 
?€ffee1c* cities', '^s' marks of'faperlativfe flitteirv. 
^JNbr iet « us' wonSer that the ipoft' inipottknt 
*^eek cities efteemed thenrfehres honoured Ifl^^a 

. t\ Ji)c.fvpnl il d«f wed If iIm?: (PtyjDvlogiftsifrom uw%, A ' toifiif 
ji«nd xo^cMy to/vfpi the. humble primitiyie meapipg is thcg^ore 
fiempf/-pwfeperjy In A£ts xix. 35, we are toUl that JEpHefus^was 
7tkb'IlA»s iiMOi^or city 'd6^i«d U t}^^^v^oM^ Di^nai; ^^^^ 

..':;!' . title 



tip49 «)|^h tft,*»i»f appsai:«,-.at ^rft glaac*,!,!* 

t|%^ d^, 5fifiHi.^j{l4)^fiM, ■ »^ qthers, yfete,fiif^ 
gta^ndi :fq«rgfs,.^«^,ail the vfCfiUbj and pqwrfpfc 
th«rfe .'jiltiiefawlH^vjycife; |h«f.,.gwirdiaB%., j.^ 

in^ifw^Ki HffK??; «He}r w^?kh j apd 41;j)^fn 

i^r^ tljfife'.hciy,.at»!^f hadjgw? ,<Jthew,, >py4^ 
tii6ftjf.th«|iaci:e4,.dfflft4^ «twmjttcd t9;.,^J»eir 

^WnW .ofr/.% ?iwf?9J^ 4«»i«ff;ri..;BotJi .the^^tb9.7 

nmm^^m^>»<i%'smk9it fwrtuodwr timefcibjfi 

proclaime4^q,l^C^CW,fajiM,fiogul»r k»^» <rf 

io ^Wf^HWftp""?* ^imflftj*,.^<5iRarl%We 9§i t^t 

leverfes, and molt commonly marke^ on a 

Ihield, 



1^4 Ak isskr 6n Ui^Ati, 

t 

fticld, or within a -crown of laurel. This Dtt 
Cange interprets to refer to 'the* artifice df Au^ 
guftus, who pretended to lay dbwhhts' power, 
and refume it for ten years tonjgbr as at the re-* 
()ueft of the fifnate; This ierni, fa^S he, "was 
By Aicceedlilg empefofs ihoitened tO' :five ; and' 
^emn Vows were entered into by'tfceir fubjeAt 
for their fafety to the end of that period ; nay, 
tliat double that period might be allotted W 
their reign, again to' be prolong^^i in thewiflies 
of tfaeif people, to a further date. T6 confute 
tKs opinion, we Heed only refer to the cdim cff 
Crifpus, and the otbet'd^fany upon which thlt 
infcrtj^ion is fo cdmmoH^ atid froih whicit it i^ 
palpable that it can have no referenda to theii' 
feign, nor to the art of Auguftus. flowtvert 
white the opinion of Du Cange is rejeAedt it 
r&uft be confeiled thkt no other interpretatkm 
Ka» been oflSrred, and this infeription muft, fa 
far al ^n be feen, be left in obfcurity. 

The compafs of a coin is ib fmall, chat ardfis 
have always been obliged to ufe ifbbreviacions 
in the legends and infcriptions. An* explana- 
tion of the moft coHimoii of theifc^ oti^allf 
drawn up by I^in) Will be found ki die Ap* 
pendix. For any which do not there occur^ the 
reader may hav^ recoarfe to the large work of 
Vrfatus^ De Notts Rmamhtm. The Oreeka do 
not deal fo muck in abbreviatiobs^ and when 
6 thcf 
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they ufe them, fo much of the word is commonly 

given as to leave no doubt of the whole. A 

very little ftudy of the Greek medals will enable 

any one to perilfe' TheiYHe^gends with facility^ 

efpecially with the affiftance of any work on 

Greek coins. It may however be obferved^ 

that the interpretation of letters which do not 

often occur Ik a dan^roi»: attempt, either with 

. regard to the Roman or Greek coins. The 

rifible blunders of father HardoUin on the for*' 

mer are well known { and it was Fortunius LU 

cetus, a man of le&rning^ who difcovered that 

A. lA., upon a coin of Hadrian, implying the 

fourteenth year of his reign, fignified Luarnas 

invemi Delta ; and who from thenca afcribed 
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SECTION 



-^Mnin!.'-'. ^!:.: -"^ ^ ^-i'yrO ort? to /buil ^ii: i •ir/ 

jor: i)U li-- :i.v lu >i i-.» :. v; ,.^.vp M( J'53 7-rf7 
^^•7; 7o,:nS J&iCoBiiO.M; '.liXitti li.--- • ' »'* 

>a^%v.*:\ 'n:;-::-iJ^ ♦«T^i-:'«- u» ,';j/ rUf.ot>n:iuJ 

BEFORE^ w* proceed tb tlic partifcblaf coh-' 
fideration of the coins of different nations^ 
it will be proper to examine the medallions. 
Under this term are included all thofe pieces, 
produced by the ancient mints, which, from 
their fuperior fize, were evidently not intended 
for circulation as coin, but for other occafions. 
Such were public games, when the emperor 
ufed to fcatter them among the people ; whence 
the Romans called them MiJfUa :*«-a dangerous 
diveriion for the mob, whatever amufement the 
Juggle might afford to the fuperior fpe&ators ! 
Medallions were likewife prefented by the em- 
peror to his friends, and by the mint-mafters to 

the 
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^he emperor, as fpecimens of fine workmanihip : 
they were flruck upon the commencement of 
the reign of a new emperor, and pther folemn 
occafions i and frequentlyy thie Greek in par- 
ticular, ^i monuments of gratitude, or of flat- 
tery.. Sometinaes they were merely what we 
would Call trial, or pattern, piece3 \ tejlimonia. 
probaUB mt^n^tat ^nd fuch mull be the molt: 
uncommon. 

It has been already obferved *, that all Roman 
pieces in gold^ exceeding the denarius aureus ; 
all in filver, Superior in fize, to the denarius ; . 
and all in brafsj fuperior to the tf/, or .what the 
itiedallifts term large bra^s ; fall under this de« 
fcriptioh. Such, at leafl, is the common divi- 
£on ;* but, in my opinion, the gold medallions 
Weighing twoy three^^^ or four aurei only, pafled 
in currency ais the Greek gold didrachms, tri- 
drachms, or tetradrachms, according to their 
fize. The like' irjay be faid of the filver, which 
are not rare, and are commonly of the value of 
a Greek tetrad rachtn: they, I hav^ little doubt^ 
went in currency fpr four dens^ii. This opi- 
.nion mky be confirmed by obferving, that, in 
our own coinage, the five and two guinea pieces, 
and the crowns in filver, are as fc^rce in pro- 
portion as the B^omdn gold atid filver medal- 
licjns. 
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But whether any of thefc pieces called me- 
dallions paifed as coin with the ancients, is a 
matter of no moment j it is fufficient to have 
pointed out what articles are now accounted of 
that clafs. The brafs medallions, as the largeft, 
ib are commonly of the mod exquifite work« 
manihip, and uncommon device. Many of 
them are compofed of two forts of metal, the 
center being copper, with a ring of brafs around 
it ; or the contrary. The infcr^ption of fuch 
fometimes bites upon both metals, and at other 
times runs upon one* Medallions of this kind 
gre inimitable, and of undoubted antiquity. 
/ Medallions, froni the time of Julius to that 

<J of Hadrian, arc very uncommon, and of vaft 
^ price: from Hadrian to Poftumus they arc, 
^- generally fpeaking, lefs rare : very few medal- 
lions appear after Poftumus ; and fo few of the 
large brafs coins, that they always ratik with 
medallions of the reigns of all the fucceeding 
jprinccs. 

Hardly any Roman medallion is to be found 
of which the whole type is not repeated upon 
common coin. Hence they appear not of fo 
much importance as the Greek, whereof the 
ioipreffions are frequently moft uncommon, and 
no where elfe to be found, A r^narliable dif* 
tinAion between the Greek and Roman medal- 
lions lies in their different thicknefs, the Ro- 

niaa 
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maa b^ing often three or four lines tkkk, while 
the other feldotn exceed one. When I fpeak 
of the Greek medallionsi 1 mean thofe ilruck 
in the hnperial periods : for few or no Greek 
medallions are found prior to the emperors 0£ 
Home. 

All medallions^ fave in one or two inftances, 
are very rare, and of princely purchafe ; for 
which reafon 1 fhall not enlarge any more upon 
them, but content myfelf with obferving, that, 
eveh in the richeft cabinets, twenty or thirty 
medallions are efteemed of great weight. la 
the laft century, howeveri Qiriftina, queen of 
Sweden> was fo fottunate M to procure aboiit 
three hundred ; and the king of France's cabi- 
net, the mod opulent and wonderful coUedioa 
^f medals ever feen, has by degrees attained to 
about twelve hundred medallions ; a nui^bef uv 
former times not believed to exilL 
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THIS ciafs ouglit iikewife to' te (KfcuneS 
before proceeding to the common coin[? 
of antiquity. They are To'caHed from tW Ita- 
lian coNTORNiATO, enctrckd i becaufe of the 
hollow circle which commonly runs around 
them : and are not diftinguilhed from medal- 
lions by their fize, but by their thinnefs' ; faint 
relief ; revetfes fometimes in intaglio j hoUowedy 
not raifed ; and, in general, by their peculiar 
and inferior workmanihip. 

Many and various have been the opinions of 
medallic writers refpeding thefe fingular pieces 

of 
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iSr coinage. -Some fuppofe them ftruck^by 
fiallienus, to- the memory of iliuftrious merii 
and celeferated atMeia, af tht time when he 
cauftd all the • confecratioiiL coins of his pre- 
deceflbrs to be reftored. This- fentJment feems 
nearly adopted by M. Mahudel, who fays, the 
iiontorniati tvere ftrtick driginairy at Rome^ 
fibout the clofe of the third century *. Otherg 
afcribe their invention . to Greece, and that in 
Kcr days of glory; becaufc they bear frequently 
the names and images of iliuftrious Greeks, as 
Homer, Pythagoras, Socrates; .'and of Greciasi 
atbletay or ad»rs in the gam^Sj 

Other opiniona have been given, which to 
enumerate were fuperfluous* I £iaU therefcMne 
content myfelf with fubmitting an opinion: to 
the reader,, which I haye^as ydt found /in no 
amhor^ together with a few arguments to jcih 
fdrce it. - 

' Upon the very firft fight I had of contortion 
cobs, it firuck me that they could be nQthing 
trife than tickets for different pla<?e$, 4P the jniVy 
lie games. .The dye, appeafafice, . devks;^: in^ 
fcriptipn of the feverfe, every things cpn6/ine4 
this opinion,- which I baye firfce Ijad the plea^ 
fare to find p^rfeftly confonant to thsit of twQ 
ox three of the firft medallifts in this country. 






Hift de VAcad des Belles Lettres, tome V. p. 284. 
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THcfe piecesji tho of di^erent kinds^ ara 
mofUy of ^ ii^ between two $uid three inches^ 
diameter. Some have, upon the obverfe part^ 
the head of the ctpperor, or emprefs, who gave 
the games; and almoft a ferie$ might he 
formed pf them* from Aqguftys dowq to GaU 
L /} Ji^nu^ What ftrengthens my opinioo very 
^ V^y^ is, that fgqh emperors a». were ^emarkabl^ 

for thoir attachment to public diverfions occuf 
very frequently on thefe piece?^ which we (hall 
in future call tickeUmedahy if the reader will ; 
IJihereas the others appear more feldom^ and 
tbofe who never prefented any games not at all* 
Kero, Ust inftance, is fo common on their ob- 
verfes^ that his ticket*medals fell for almoft no 
^rice at all* 

Other obveries are moft precious from pre-* 
ifrvii^ to us th« portraits of illuftrious authors 
of antiquity, no where elfe to be found. Sal'* 
luf^ Horace, and other Roman writers, were 
delineated on thefe tickets, when the mem(^ 
of their perfims was yet frefli to the inhabitants 
W Ri0me,.and their portraits may therefore be 
depended on* So much cannot be faid for the 
(Sreek portrvts,in this way, of Homer, Solmi^ 
Pythagoras, Socrates, and others, all which I 
tidce to have been ftruck at Rome, when Gre« 
cian aAors were to perform ; or in the Grecian 
cities durmg the Roman empire. However, 

even 
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feven thefe are valuable, as being ancieot, and 
perhaps, traditiooali portraits of thofe great 
men* 

A few obverfes again prefent MtbUta^ or 
adors in the games, and fuch are commonly 
reprefenced holding a borfe by the rem, or in 
ibme other iittitude peculiar to their profeffion. 

But the reverfes prefent the moil certain ar- 
guments for the opinion I have advanced with 
regard to the ufe of thefe pieces : for on them 
there is almoft always a charioteer driving a 
i^hariot, or ibme fimilar device, peculiar to 
public games, and to them alone. Thofe 
(truck for the theatre are the moft fcarce, and 
have fometimes an ador at full length on the 
reverfe, with placcas, '^ mayeil thou pleafe T* 
or fome fuch legend. One, in particular, has 
a buft of Salluft on the obverfc; and on the 
other fide, three perfons, one of whom has an 
inilrument refembling the common flute ; an^' 
other, an inftrument like the fcenic flute fecn 
in the hands of Pan ; while the third is de- 
claiming. The legend is petronx place as, 
*^ may eft thou pleafe, Petronius !" The perfon 
reprefented declaiming is evidently this Petro* 
Bins, who was perhaps that day to make hi^ 
firft appearance upon the Roman {lage;.an4 
the whole defign, of this laft inftance in parti* 
cular, is h cleari that it moves furprizc bow 

H 4 tlie 



IC4 A^ ESSAr ON MBDAti 

the intention of thefe tickets could fo lon^ 
fea^e efcaped the medallic autHors *. ' 

It has been faid above, that thefe pieces ^erc 
tickets for dffFereht feats or places at the games. 
\yhat leads' to this fuppofition is tlie variety of 
marks to be found on the bbverfes of therru 
Some have a fprlg of laurel ; others a p, witt 
an E below it, which laft is very common ; 
others, a particular animal, or fonie^'fuch batdgel 
All thefe marks, in fuch tickets as are perfedly 
^referved, are cut in the brafs, and then filled 
lip with filvef. There is in the Britifli MufeuiA 
a fine colledtion of upwards of one hundred 
ofthefe pieces, brefented to that noble inftitu- 
tibn by the Earl of Exeter, upon one of which 
the'nead of an emprefs, Fabftina, I think, is 
fiiigiilarly adorned with a line of filver border^ 
Ing her head-drefe, and another around her 
"neck. The particular marks,' I have no doubt, 
' ireferred to the different honourable feats to 
which the tickets condudted. 

The pieces of this clafs with imperial por- 
* traits are of very little yalue ; thoSfe bearing the 
images of illiiftripus men are precious, tho not 
'""' \ ' ' ' i 

* Tickets of th» kind are uled for the pit, to this day, at our, 
theatres. Tfie pr^^ic^ls at Icaft as aocienr as Charles II. for a 
very fine one of tha; prince, with his bull, without titles in 
front, and FOR THE PlT on the reverfe, may be fcen in the 

*Briti(k Mufeum -, as well' as another of WiJliam and Mary, of 

' the fame model. 

of 
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ipf much expence. Apollonius Tyanaus, who 
i^ouriibed in the reign of Domitian, is, I be^ 
iieve, the lateft of that defcription who appears 
y poQ fhefe ticket' mcdab# - - • 
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SECTION X^. 



Greek Medals. 



THE Greek coins, if not thj^ moft ancient 
which we have, are at leaft of fuperwr 
antiquity to any whofe dates can be clearly au- 
thenticated. Perhaps fomc of the Barbaric 
pieces, thofe of Perfia, or other eaftcm coud' 
tries, for inftance, may have a claim to priority 
of asra; but as that claim is latent, and muft 
ever be fo> owing to fuch coins having no Ic* 
gends, or legends in charafters irretrievably 
loft, we muft allot to the Grecian medals that 
place in a cabinet, from their antiquity, which 
their workmanihip might cnfurc to themt i^' 
dependent of that adventitious confiderati<»i# 

The 
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The invention of coinage^ like that of other 
fine arts, is, very obfcure. We know that the 
Egyptians, who claim the origin of many of 
the arts, have no title to this ; for no Egyptian 
coins with hieroglyphics are found; nor any 
that are charged with the deities of Nile, till 
thcj introduftlon of the Greek language into that 
country under the Ptolemies. 

Herodotus, in his firft book, informs us, that 
the people of Lydia, a country in Afia Minor, 
arc fuppofed to have been the ficft who coined 
money* This is thought to have been about 
the time of Homer, upwards of one thoufand 
y^ars before the Chriftiaa «ra. 

Whether this art was really invented by the 
Lydians, and by ^ them firft fubftituted to the 
ancient eaftern mode of weighing the metal, 
or whether they received it from their more 
eaftern neighbours the Perfians, and were con^ 
.fidered by the Greeks as the original inventors, 
beeaufe they handed the art to Greece, cannot 
be decided.' Lydia was^ for many centuries 
after the period to which this invention is 
afcribed, a powerful and opulent kingdom, tilt 
Croefus the laft king, fo celebrated for his 
wealth, was conquered by Cambyfes king of 
Periia ; fo that it is not at all improbable that 
to fo rich and itouriihing a ft;atet he very origin 
of coinage may be due^ 

Leaving 
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* fceaving thele nncfttainties, we knowfitom 
fcfpeftable authorities that the fifft money 
poined in Greece \vas that ftruck in the iilajld 
jof Aegina, by Phidon king of Argos *. His 
reign is fixed by the Arundeliari marbles to ait 
jera correfpondent - to - the 885th i^ear before 
Ghrift 5 but whether he derived this art froiri 
Lydia, or any other fource, w6 are' not t(>ld« 
Many of thefe coins are ex|:ant ; fof I make no 
fcruple to afcribe all thofe with the rude figure 
€vf a torfd^fe on on6 fide, and an indented fquare 
Oii the othef, to this coinage. ' Medallifts, itt-» 
deed, impvite tbem to Aegium in Achaia, a 
place almoft unknown, and where, I w4U vea^ 
ture to fay, there never was a (hadow of a 
mint; merely becaufe they -look upon the tor*" 
toife as a ftjre fymbdl- of coins ftruck fome- 
where in tlve • Peloponnefus : when the mod 
foperficial examination muft convince them that 
thefe fymbols are mbft uncertain, every city 
having a great number, and perpetually chang* 
ing them, fo that no man would found any 
this^ upon them, except one whQ is fond of 
building caftles in the «ir. Befides, granting 

I 

* Strabo, Ijt). VIII. iEltan, in his Various Hiftory, JiQok vi. 
,ch, 10. is anoLher vvitnefs of the firft Greek coins being ftruck m 
Aeg'rna, the he makes no menrion of Fhidon, but dwells upon the 
vealtl> simi powe^ of the .ijlapdcrs, and their fortitude difplayed 
againft tlie Pcrfians ; then adds, H»k v^aSlo^ voixiffiAOc txo^atlo^ *on 
tf avluv iJcXwOr) voina-fjia, AtftfajoK j 'that is", '* they'tir-ft flruck itio- 
(♦ oey^ which from chcm was called Aeginaion." 

their 



liltcir pofitipiji, tlj^t thi^ tortoifc.is.a badge x)f 
^itiei of the Pe}opoi)nefus, wa3 4iQt ArgQS one 
'hf the mpft ipportant .of. thofe- cities A and doe* 
iaot our ancient p.uthority in^rm us, that this 
inoney was ftruijk iu Aegina^.b/ Phidon king 
4>f thf Argives ? 

, I have dwelt^ the Ipng^ ^h this point be* 
je^ufe that in., great caibinet^. thefe coin$ comv 
monly occur ; ai^ it is a curjous tadt that theii 
^re the moft ancient that can be any ways idea^ 
tified. Not to mention that it is a fingular in- 
•fiance of the uncertainty of Ibme parts of thtf 
feiencc, and how ill the general principles of 
medallic writers apply to particular example*^* 
^8 this, of a king of Argos eftabliihing bis 
mint in Aegina. Indeed, when a njedallip auf^ 
thor falls into an error, he is commonly blindiy 
followed by his fuccefJbrs, who are generalif 
inclined to iave the troubie of confulting rh^ 
Original authors of antiquity, by taking- upoa" 
•credit the fuperficial opinions of thofe who have 
written on the fcience before them. By this 
blunders are propagated to an endlefs degree t 
^nd the Jaft medallic writers feek to cover their 
cfiepredations from the former only by railing at 
^hem in converfation ; in imitation of VoltaireV 
conduft to Shakfpere. 

Thefe coins of Aegina, and all others of 

moft remote antiquity, may be diftinguiflied by 

thefe infallible marks : i. Their oval pircum- 

5 fcrence. 
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fetence, and globous fwelling flutpe« i. Aiv 
tiquity of alphabet, g. The cbaraAers beii^ 
retrograde ; or the firft divifion of the legend 
in thi common ftyle, while the next is rctror 
grade* 4. The indented fqnare^ defcribed in a 
foirmer fed:ion, on the reverfe. 5 The fimple 
ftrudare of the mintage. 6. Some of the 
largeft very old coins are hollowed on the re- 
verie with the image imprefled on the front. 
7. The drefs, fymbols, jcc. are of the rudeft 
deiign and execution *• 

Beiides theie coins of Aegina, many ancient 
medals of different ftates occur with all thefe 
marks of profound antiquity. Thofe of Athens, 
Tegea, and two or three other cities; ibme 
Perfian filver pieces, with the archer upon one 
fide, and the hollow fquare upon the other ; 
feveral coins of the firft kings of Macedon, are 
examples. There is in the Britiih Mufeum, a 
medal of filver, afcribed to Lefbos, of this de- 
fcription, upon which much has been faid and 
written. The art mull have circulated widely 
before the fquare on the reverfe was obliterated 
by fuperior art in the fabric ; for I have feen A 
filver drachm of Cyrene, with thej^lphium wpon 
one fide, and a head of Jupiter Ammon upon 
the other, evidently of Grecian- workmanfhip, 
upon both fides of which the fquare was very 
vifible. 

* Froelich, Notida EleiiKBCarii Numifinatuiii. 

7 But 
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But in a Ihort time the Greek coins aflumed 
that elegance which they were ever afterwards 
to afford* Innumerable of the medals of cities, 
whtch^ from the chara&er, we mull judge of 
higheft antiquity^ have a furprizing ftrength, 
beauty, and relief^ in their imprefiions. Many 
of thofe of the early Macedonian, and other 
monarchs, are entitled to no lefs praife ; but^ 
ftbout the time of Alexander the Great, the art 
feems to have attained its very higheft perfec- 
tion. 

It is fdmething furprifing, with regard to the 
coins of this prince, that his own portrait fo 
feldom occurs on them » or, if it does, is (o dif^* 
guifed, that medallifts, after defcribing thofe 
with the buft of Hercules, of Jupiter Ammon, 
and a variety of others, as infallibly ftamped 
with the image of Alexander, and being forced 
to relinqutfli thefe opinions by finding thofe 
very heads upon coins firuck before the birth 
of that prince, feem at laft determined to be-- 
Hevc that no head of Alexander is to be found 
on any medal whatever^ But this opinion ia 
doubtlefs too wide« Where a coin of this cefe- 
brated monarch occurs with the head bare, or 
circled with a diadem, there can be no doubt ot 
its bearing his portrait. The coins of Alex« 
ander arc all very common, fave filver di- 
drachms, which are ^ rare as to be almoft 
unique. His reverfes commonly bear a Jupiter 

fitting^ 
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£ttiBg, with the eagle on hh hand i tffxd, bthre 
faefides different fmall fytnbols^ as xniot*mark$| 
denoting the place? where they were coined* 
Thefe, if we tjuft^ ^ very celebrated ;medallic 
writer *, muft be thu$ ii^terpreted. JJiefphinx 
h th? fign of Chios : the griffirf,^ of .Tecw;, and 
Abdera ; the Konf's head in profite, of Cyzicus, 
or Cni^us ; the horfe'i^ head, of Eg^a in Cilicia: 
4he bee, of Epbefus : the rofe, of Rhodes : the 
anehor, of Ancyrai the. double a^e, of Ten€- 
dos : the torch, of Amphipolis. ^ti ancient 
.author infonnd US| that fome coins/ and thofe of 
^Alexander in particular^ ufed to be worn a^ 
amulets ; and many medals occur in cabihetsiy 
evidently bored with this intention. 
' The coins of the Syrian and Egyptian kihgs, 
fucceifors of Alexander, yield not to his in 
beauty and bold relief* Even the Parthian 
coins of the Arfecida? are worthy the Grecian 
wqvkm^n, whofb they are, as is evident from the 
Greek legends impreft On theitij in very rtiany 
of .which thefe monarch s" aiTume the finguliir 
title of 4>IAEA'HNIK02, ot lover of the' 
GREEKS. Moft of the Parthian coins are 
drachms; the other iizes frequently occur in 
itofe of Egypt and Syria, 

How the Gredan language and chara<9rr 
dome to appear upon the latter Parthian m^- 

* Mecfalllc works of Pellerm, pubiifljed at Paris, 176^, etfef. 

f'tfvoh. 4n5/ Tome I. p. 14/ ' •• ^ 

da!s^ 
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dais, cannot be explained, but from the excel- 
lence, aad confequent univerfality, of that' 
fpeecii at the time. Indeed it is no wonder, 
that a language, in which genius had firft' 
fpoken, lliould have attracted the admiration of 
^l nations. The Grecian tongue acquired that 
preeminence from its writers, which the Latia 
gained afterwards from the force of the Roman 
arms alon6; for no writer in that language 
difplayed that miraculous originality of genius 
which Ihines in the Grecian productions. The 
bell Roman writer? thought themfelves fortu- 
nate if they, could fteal from the Greeks with 
fome dexterity ; and their Virgil, whom they 
fondly clafled as their fitft poet, obtained that 
title becaufe he was the chief of the robbers, 
and had not a fingle thing in his poffeffion 
which was not ftolen. It is amufing to obferve 
upon medals the progrefs of the Greek tongue : 
the very improvement of the charadber, and* 
other trifles, delight the legitimate admirer of 
the divine writers of that great country ; him 
I mean who reads them in the original lan- 
guage, where only they are to be known in all 
their beauty! and majefty. - From the. intro*' 
dudion. of fome characters,- the antiquity alfo 
of Greek coins may be afeertained ; the Hand- 
n, for inftance, not being known in Greece till 
the archonfliip of Euclid, which falls into the 

I 2d 
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2td year of the 94th olympiad 1 401 yeari bef<Ane 
the Chriftian epoch. 

Of the Greek medals thofe of cities zPt the 
moft ancient ; that is, we have feveral evidently 
flruck before thofe of the Macedonian prineesi 
the moft early feries of monarchic coins '^. The 
civic medals are always ftamped on the obverie 
with the buft of |he genius of the city, or feme 
favourite deity ; while the revcrfe prelents 
fome fymbol ufed by the city, as a mint-mark, 
dt the time the piece was ftruck. The legend 
contains the initials, monogram, or whole 
characters, of the name of the city. Some of 
the Sicilian coins have a Greek legend on one 
fide, add a Punic on the other, owing to fuch 
cities deriving their origin from Carthage or 
Phoenicia* 

The Greek monarchic coins are often of the 
fame conftrudion with the civic, only that they 
bfear the name of the priftce on the reverie. 
Many fuch occur with the buft of fome deity 
on the front, for one which prefents the image 
of the prince. 

Hitherto we have fpoken only of fuch Greek 
coins as aref more properly fuch, being (Iruck 
before the Roman empire fwailowed up the 
Greek cities and fovert^ignties. It is to theft 

* Thofe of Phicion, or rather of Ae{»in^i not liaving, at tnf. 
rarc> ahy mark of that psincci alwttys rank with the cities. 

that 
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that the high praife beftowed by good judges * 
upon the Greek mint, muft be chiefly con- 
fined ; for the Grecian imperial medals are not 
equal to the former, tho they do not always 
yield to the Roman. 

hi the fcries of Gfecjan imperial coins we 
meet with very uncommon portraits and re- 
verfes. Their flattery, or attention to the fair 
fcXy induced them to coih a number of pieces 
containing portraits of the empreflcs and other 
females, in particular, no where elfe to be 
found. The people of Mitylene, the chief 
city of Lefbos, one of the ifiei that crowti the 
E%ean decpy and the birth-place of Sappho, pe- 
culiarly diftinguifli themfelves in this way. 

I ihall clofe this fedion with obfervingi that 
for the ftudent of Greek coins, by far the moft 
important part of the medallic fcience, the 
book of Froelich, entitled Notitia EUmentaris 
Numifinatum^ is folely calculated, and he will 
find it of Angular fervice. In particular, there 
are ufeful tables of the Names of Grecian Ma- 
giftrates, -and of the JEras of Cities, with a Lift 
of the Cities whofe coins we have. The cata- 
logye of the fymbols of cities is however^ almoft 

* LexiWcclailles Grccques, gencralement parlant, ont un Jlef- 
fcin, une. attitude, unc force, et une dclicatctfc a cxprimcr jufq'Mix 
tnufclcs et aux veines, qui, foutenues par ua tres {Brand reliei^ 
Icur donncnt une jufte jflrcfercnpc en bcautc fuc Ics Romains. 

Jobcrtj Science d^s Me^KUIes. 

I 2 Ufc- 
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^elefsy fo many cities having the (aine badge, 
continually changing their badges ; not to add^ 
that the colonies of every city commonly ad- 
opted the fign ufed by the parent feat at the 
period of their egreflion. All thefe reafons 
i;nake this branch very uncertain. But happily^ 
it is a very narrow one, m.oft of the civic coins 
bearing the name of their place of mintage ; 
and the very ancient ones, which do not, can 
only be identified by accurately comparing 
their impreffion and fabric with the more mo- 
dern. 
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SECTION XVI. 



Roman Medals. 



IT is a little furprifing, that, tho the Grecian 
coinage was carried to high perfedtioh 
before the foundation of Rome, yet near two 
centuries more fliould elapfe ere any mint was 
known to the Romans. For, according to the 
beft authorities *, it was in the reign of Servius 
TuUius that the firft Roman coins were ftruck, 
which were large pieces of brafs, rudely im^ 
preffed, on one tide only, with the figure of an 
^x, a ram, or fome other animal, whence 
money it is faid derived its Latin term of fecu* 
nidf Tbefe fymbols, the ox in particular, were 

* Plin. Hid. Nat. lib. xxxiij. c. iii. 

I 3 derived 
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derived from the coins of the Umbri, a people 
of Italy, originally Lydians, according to He* 
rodotus '*, which are diftinguilhed by that 
token, and unknown chara&ers, refembling the 
Etrufc^n, to this day^ So that it would ap- 
pear that not only Greece, but Italy, was in- 
debted to the Lydians for the tradition, if not 
the invention, of coinage. 

The pieces of Servius TuUius would fecm to 
have been divided into two fizes ; the dupondtus, 
or piece of two pounds weight j and the libellay 
or that weighing one pound. The term aes^ 
or as^ feems to have been indifcriniinately ap^ 
pned to both, and indeed with no impropriety, 
iignifying merely a piece ofbrafs ; but at length 
it was confined to the latter, the coinage of the 
former having totally ceafed, after a very fliort 
duration, abridged by its weight and unwieldy 
incDnvenience ; circumftances but too emiiieiit 
cwn in the fmaller denomination. 

In the progrefs of time the impreffion of the 
us was changed to that of a buft of Jani;rs, 
upon the fronts and the prow of a (hip on the 
Tfeverfe; and, for the more general utility, 
pieces of inferior weight and value were coined. 
They bore a relative and afcertained value to 
tht patent coin : the fomis being half tbenj; 
the triensj a third part \ the quadrans, a fourth 

* A-nxErrOan; OfA€|i)c»j. Hcrodor. lik I, <k Lydis loq. The 
Ktrufc^Qt wcrs likcwife a colony from Lydist. 
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pMt; and th^ fextans^ a fixth. While the ^j 
eoatinued a pound weight, thefe parts confe- 
quently contained proportional ounces, the 
J&oman pound always confiding of twelve; 
and the ounce of feven dedarii, as the Grecian 
of eight drachms. But the Romans^ betfig 
much reduced by the Punic wars, and other 
public calamities, were obliged to lower the 
fize^of their coin fo much that the as fell down 
to the weight of one oun^^e, and its divifions 
in proportion. They continued in this ftate 
till about the reign oS Gallus, when the as^ 
or largeft brafs coin, appears again to have 
been lowered one half in fize ; for, after thajt 
period, the middle brafs, or what was efteemed 
the femis in former times, occurs in the ufud 
proportion of the large brafs of the preceding 
reigns ; and this laft is fo very unfrequcnt that^ 
it claCes with medalliohs. 

The confular brafs coins of Rome are not fo 
intereftmg as thofe of filver, but, in return, the 
imperial feries of large brafs is the moft im- 
portasft of all the Roman coinage, l^he fmail 
brafs medals are Mre of the early emperors, 
' and the large and middle brafft of the latter^ 
This article muft not be left without ob- 
ferving that the notorious Jpintt-ue of Tiberius, 
&me of the mofl infamous miQiiuments of vice 
which any art has produced, clafs with the 

i 4 fma^i 
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fmall brafs* coins of the early princes. They 
Aave no obverfe, but the Koman numerals 
I. II. III. &c. inlcribed in the center : the re<* 

verfes but I blufli for the degradation of 

human nature. 

Having treated, in fuch limits as our ^vork 
will allow, of the earlieft, being the brafs, 
coinage of Rome, let us proceed to the next 
in point of antiquity, namely that of filver. 

Pliny tells us it was about the 485th year of 
Rome, that is, about 300 years after the firft 
.brafs coinage, and 266 before the Chriftiap 
period, that the firft filver iffued from the Rq- 
man niint. The denarius was the firft and laft 
principal form which it aflTumed, for the other 
fizes are fo very fcarce that it is clear few were 
ever ftruck. This was at firft ftamped with a 
head of Rome in front, and x., or a ftar, to 
mark that it was worth ten afes ; and upon the 
jcverfe bore Caftor and Pollux on horfeback, 
x)r- a chariot of viftory. Afterwards the bufts 
of different deities were given on the obverfe; 
.and, in procefs of time, about the feventh 
century of Rome, thofeof illuftrious men, fuch 
as Ancus Martius, Numa, and others, wbofc 
deaths had long fecured their virtues from envy. 
.But, till the age of Julius, a century after, no 
portrait of a living perfonage appears upon apy 

Roman medal: Caefar wa^ indeed the very 

•' * firft 
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•firft who affarned that high honour *. A good 
judge -j- obicrvcs, that there is very fmall dif- 
ference in the workmanlhip of the beft and 
•worft' filver confiilin* couis upon which illuf- 
trious names occur : this leads him to thiftk, 
that the plan of engraving on coins the names 
of great men and magiftrates, was only intro- 
duced about the time of Marius and Sylla. 

The rcvcrfes of the lilver confular medals 
'are fraught with muc|i erudition and curiolity. 
We frequently find remarkable adions, and 
other matters, reprefcnted on them in no mean 
talle. Thus on a coin of the family of JEmi- 
lia, with this lep-end, m. lepidvs pont. max. 
TVTOR. REGIS, J .epidus appcats in the drefs of 
a conful, and puts the crown upon the head of 
young Ptolemy, whom his father had left to 
the tutorage of the Roman people. On the 
obverie is the turretcd head of the city Alex- 
andria In Fgypt, wich ^lf.xandrea. So, in 
the fame family, there is a medal, with a youth 
on horfeback carrying a trophy, with this le- 
gend, M. LEPIDVS ANNORVM XV. PRAETEXTA- 
TVS HOSTEM OCCIDIT CIVKM SEKVAVlT. Many 

Other inftances might be given of the curiofity 
and importance of confular medals in filver, 

* Dio, lib. XLiv. 

f De la Ha Hie, in his notes to the laft editioa of La Science dcs 

IVJciUillps, 1739. 

but 
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but I hailen to fpeak a little of the imperial 
feries in this metal^ after juft hinting that, by^ 
confuJar cc^ns, medallills only imply thoie 
ilruck by the curators, and afterwards by the 
triumviri of the money, during the time of the 
confuls, until Julius alfumed the fupreme 
power. The names upon thisfuite, from which 
complete catalogues of the Roman illuftrious 
families have been arranged, are always thoie 
of the curators, or triumviri, at the time, and 
of iliuftrious perfons anceflors of their feveral 
famiiies. So manv of thefe names occur, that 
it is evident the office was annual till after the 
time of Auguftus; but whether it continued fo 
or not, we have no proof. 

The fequence of imperial denarii is the lead 
interefthig of any fave the gold. The devices 
^re almolt always repeated, and to more advan* 
tage, upoa the large and middle brafs. A 
fcries of this metal may be fornled at lefs ex- 
igence than any other, there not being above 
five empeiors who are fearce, Pertinax, Didius 
julianus, Pefccnnius Niger, and the Qordiani 
African!, 

Gold was firft coined at Rome 62 years after 
the application of the mint to filver. The 
confular coins, whofe sumber is eftimated at 
400 in brafs and 1 000 in filver, extend not to 
above 100 in gold, whereof, if we except the 
beautiful Pompey with his fons on the reverfc, 

and 
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and the Brutus with his brother Lucius^ com^ 
monly clafled with imperial coins, tho thi^ 
fpirit of thcfe pcrfonages ihould rank them 
with the confular, few are of much diftindtion. 
Some> however, are uncommon, and of high 
price* 

The gold imperial feries is by far the kail 
interefting of any, owing to the reverfes varying 
as little from the brafs as thofe of the filver, 
ztrd there being infinitely fewer of the gold than 
of the latter metal : there not being above 300a 
various coins in gold, while the filver may ex- 
tend to 9000* 

It is a ftriking circumftance, with regard to 

the Roman coins, to remark how much they 

are fpread thro all parts of the empire, even to 

the moft remote corners. The number found 

in all the countries where the Roman arms 

penetrated is amazing. It was, no doubt, a cuf- 

tom with that people, in every inftance ardently 

defirous of fame, to bury parcels of their coin, 

as a monument of their having, as it were, 

taken pofleflion of the ground, Pafling, as 

without certain foundation, the account of a 

brafs medal of Auguftus being found in the 

gold mines at Brafil, and fent by the arch- 

biihop of that province to the Pope ^ ; we 

know that Roman coins have been found in 

the Orkneys, where we ihould not other- 

^ Maurinus SIculus. 
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.wife have known that any Roman had hecn^ 
;tho it is poilible that fome barbaric pirate 
brought them there from a robbery. Roman 
coins have likewife been found in numbers in 
other the nioft remote parts of Europe, Aiia^ 
and Africa, at that time difcovered. For the 
quantity found in the central provinces, the 
want of banks for money, which obliged indi- 
viduals to bury their cafli for fecurity, and other 
circumftances of the Roman polity, not ne- 
ceflary here to dilate, muft alone account. 
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SECTION xvir. 



Medals of other ancient Natiom. 



HAVING treated, at fuch length as the 
defign will permit, of the coins of the 
two principal languages of antiquity, it remains 
to mention thofe of the others. This fhall be 
done with much brevity, as fuch coins arc un-^ 
important, and of little or no worth. 

It may be premifed, that, by ancient coins, 
all preceding the ninth century, or age of 
Charlemagne, are meant: and by modern, all 
pofterior to that period. 

Taking the fubjefts of this fedlion in a kind*^ 

of chronological order, the firfl: place will be 

due to the remote coins of Peffia, with the buft- 

of a king upon one fide, 'and an archer, moft 

commonly, upon the other. The ancient joke 

^ upon 
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upon Agefilaus is well known, who was forced 
to retire from the Perfian dominions by the bri« 
bery ufed by the barbaric king to inftigate the 
enemies of Sparta; namely, that he was de- 
feated by the archers of Perfia. Some of thefc 
coins are found in gold, which are evidently 
the ancient dUrUs^ fo called from Darius king 
oF Perfia;'as the Greek Philippi and our Jaco j 
bufes, being unites of James I.; formerly fo 
called. Several of them have legends in un- 
known charadters, certainly ancient Perfian. 
The prefent or late Bilhop of Bagdad had a nu- 
merous collection of thefe pieces * ; and' perhaps, 
were many of them publilhed, an alphabet and 
explanation of the language might follow. The 
bufts of them bear perfed fimilarity, in point 
of drefs, to the kings whofe figures appear on 
the ruins of Pcrfepolis ; and a near refemblance 
to the Arfacidse, whofe cOans we have^ in- 
fcribed with Greek legends. 

The Hebrew Ihekels, which are of filver, and 
about the value of the Oreek tetradrachm; 
and brafs coins, with Samaritan characters ; 
would have been named firft, were not all of 
them later than the Chri^ian asra, and mod of 
them the fabrications of modern Jews. At any 
fatje, the fame impreflion of a fprig on one fide, 
and a vafe upon the other, runs thro all the 
coins of that barbarous nation ; and the ad- 

* Iyc9*i Voyi^ to die £a^ In4ic3 k 1 759 • X^oadoBy 1 7 7 1« «sa. 

s miffion 
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Jliiflipn of but one of them is rightly efteemed 
to be alcnoft a difgrace to a cabinet. 

The ancient Arabian coins appear in the 
fingular Ihape of a iiih-hbok. Such as I have 
feen are of filver^ and the more modern have 
Arabic infcriptiens. 

The Punic coins^ and the Etrufcan, ought 
perhaps, in point of time, to precede the Ara- 
bic. The former arc afcribed to Phosnicea, 
and to Carthage; but Punic charadtcrs fre- 
quently occur on Sicilian coins of cities; on 
thofe of the elder Juba king of Mauritania ; 
and others* No probable alphabet, or interpre- 
tation, has yet been given of this language, tho 
attempts have been made, and a whole fcene of 
PlaUtus in that tongue exifts to condud re- 
fearches. The Etrufcan character neatly re- 
fembles the Punic ; and extfts upon eoins ftruck 
by the cities, it is thought, engaged in the 
grand foederal war againft Rome **. Other me- 
dals and infcriptions are likewife found with 
Etrufcan charadcrs ; but the language remains 
unknown jf. 

Nearly allied to the Punic are thofe coins not 
uncommonly found in Spain, and by the Spa- 
nHh writers termed medallas defconocidasy *' un* 
known medals/* Some of them, it is likely, 

* About 112 years before the Chridian period. 
t Dutens fecms to have given the beft idea of it ih his Mf- 
hAllti Gnquei H PhanlMMn^s, Loodon, 1 775, 4to. 

ujerc 
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were fthlck by the Carthaginian colonies la*. 
Spain ; and others by the early Spanilh kings 
and petty princes. Many of them have been 
publifhed fo long ago as the middle of the laft 
century*; and Ibme Spanilh writers have at-« 
tempted to explain them without fuccefs- . 

The Runic is another unknown language 
. wbicb occurs on a very few of the earlieft 
northern coins ; and a trcatifcf has likewUe been*. 
written on them with the ufual profperity of. 
thofe who woulj offer explanations without any. 
principles. 

Such are the chief, if not the only, coins of 
apciquity which occur with unknown legends 
and barbaric charaders. But there are a tew, 
medals with Roman legends which fall into 
thisfefkion: for it muft be obferyed, that, tho^ 
all coins with Greek legends are indifcrimi-. 
nately termed Grecian, many with Roman cha- 
ra&ers by no means rank with the Roman.; 
This is owing to the Roman character having,' 
fince the days of Rome, fpread all over Europe, 
and cdbtinucd in univerfal and conftant ufe, 
with raoft nations ; fo that the abfurdity which 
would fpring from claffing even the ancient 
coins of Other kingdoms as Roman, becaufe 

* Mufeo dc las Meclallas defconocidas Efpanohs, par Don 
Vine. Juan Delaftonofa. IJ-uefca, 1645,410, 

f Nicolai Kcderi Runa? in Nummis vctuflis, feu Dc Numiiris 
Runicis Comincntaiii. Lipfi^; 1 704, 4to. 

their 
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rficir legends are in Romaii charaders, is appa* 
refit, and niuft ftart to every eye. 

The Britiih ftand in the very firft rank of an* 
cient national medals imprefled with Romaft 
charaders. Mod of them yet found have cvko 
upon one fide, with an ear of wheat, a horfe, 
ia kind of head of Janus, or fome fuch fymbol; 
and often camv, thought the initials of Came* 
lodunum, called by Ptolemy Camudolanum, 
upon the other fide, with a boar and tree, or 
variety of other badges. They have likewifc 
frequently the word tascia upon them, not 
hitherto explained, tho commonly thought the 
name of the Moneyer. They are moftly found 
in copper ; but fome in gold, filver, and el^c- 
trum, or a mixture of the two laft. A very 
few have ver on the reverfe, thought to mean 
Verulamium; and other legends and *infcrip- 
tions. The Britiih Mufeum has a very fine 
colledion, formerly the property of Siir Robert 
Cotton. 

Coins of the early potentates of Gaul and 
Germany are likewife found with Roman le- 
gends : and the reader will perceive that all the 
kings of France down to Charlemagne range 
in this divifion. 

Liuva I. and the other kings of the Weft 
Goths in Spain, like\yife appear upon their coins 
encircled with Roman characters. X^iuva I. 

K began 
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began his reign in the 567th year of our aera i 
fo that two hundred years^ and upwards^ of the 
Spaniih monarchy, fall into the period aifigned 
to the coins treated of in this fediion. 

Different other Gothic kings, who reigned in 
Italy and other countries^ after the fail of the 
Roman empire of the weft, likewife ufe the 
Roman language in their coinage. They moft 
C(nnmonly occur on the iize of medals termed 
fiuall brafs; and in this way we meet with 
Athalaric, Theodahat, Witigez, Totila, Ba- 
duela, and Theias. Ateula likewife appears, 
whom many medalUAs take to be the famous 
Attila. ; but, as others doubt of it, and afcribe 
thefe coins to a German prince of the name of 
Ateula, the point remains dubious. 
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SECTION XVIIL 



Modern Coins and Medals. 



THE reader muft readily have obfervedi 
that thro the whole of this work^ till now, 
the terms Coin and Medal have been ufed as 
fynonymous ; and that of Medallion applied to 
fuch productions of the mint as were not in- 
tended for the currency of money. But now 
he will pleafe to remark, that, in treating o£ 
modern coinage, the word Coin only is ufed ia 
fpeaking of common caih ; and that of Medal 
fupplies the place of the term Medallion* The 
word Medaglhnej from Medaglia^ fignifies, in its 
original and proper fignification, * a large Me* 
dal ;' as Sallone^ from SalU, fignifies a Salloon^ 
or large Hall. 

K a The. 
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The term Medallion is very proper in treat- 
ing of ancient pieces, becaufe their devices are 
fo various that fize alone diftinguiihes thole 
not meant for caih from the och^s : but this is 
not the cafe with the modern ; for fuch is the 
ftupid gothicifm yet predominant over the mo- 
dern mint, that uncommon impreffion, as fre- 
quently as fize, difcerns its folemn from its 
common products. Medallion were therefore 
an improper term if applied generally to the 
former; and tho it might often be ufed with 
fitnefs in difcuffing particular pieces of modern 
coinage, yet medallifts, to fave nice and un- 
neceflary diftindtions, have univerfally adopted 
the more familiar appellation of Medal, 

What are meant by modern Coins and Me- 
dals the foregoing fediion has explained to be 
all ftruck fince Charlemagne, or the commence- 
ment of the ninth century. It muft neceflliriJy 
ftrike the reader, therefore, that the theme of 
this fedion is fo vaft; as to be almoft infinite* 
But he muft be informed, that it is intended to 
fay little or nothing of the feveral coinages of 
the different modern nations, but merely to 
give a few general remarks. Thefe coinages 
are in faft only interefting, faving in a very 
few inllances, to their particular nations. For 
which rcafon it is propofed to difplay that of 
our own country a.t fuch' length as this flight 
plan will permit, in the nextfedtion; leaving 

the 
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rtic natives of other countries, and thofc who 
are generally curious in modern coinage, to 
perule the beft works which have been writtcti 
tipon the Coins and Medals of each country* 

Modern coins, down to the revival of litera'* 

ture in the t)eginning of the fixteenth century, 

are lb very rude, that curiofity is the fole induce- 

rnent to perufe them. Without dates or c- 

pbchs they can fcrve not one purpofepf utility. 

The very portraits found on them arc fo un* 

couth, that the human face divine is hardly 

difcernible. The reverfes always bear a moft 

beautiful crofs garniflied with pellets, or a difh 

of fome fuch exquifite flavour. Yet fuch is 

the luft of curiofity, of completing a ferjcs, or 

of fclf-love indulged in* the extreme by poflef- 

fing a bauble which nobody elfe does, that ten 

or twenty guineas are often given for one of 

thefe pretty little things. 

* Such might be the rigid cenfure of a feyefc 

judge upon this fubjeft; but even the moft 

fevere judge muft allow, that national monu* 

ments, however rude, are more interefling to 

far the greater part of a people, than the moft 

perfeA prpdudtipns of art pertaining to another 

nation. And this principle is queftipnlefs as 

ratbnal as it is general ; for nothing can be 

more engaging in this way than monuments^ 

iUuftratiye of, or in the leaft relating to, per- 

K3 foiw, 
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ccnce. All its apartments were of furpading 
pomp, and the wealth of the king is declared 
in the payment of the architeft. 

EI Moro que las labravn 
Cisn doblas ganavael dia; 
Y el dia que no Ut labra 
Olrai tantas fe perdia*. 

But, allowing thefe verfes the privilege of 
poetry, the remains of the palace called Alham- 
bra, are a fufBcient evidence of the ftate of the 
arts, and vaft opulence of this kingdom + ; and 
thefe arts, and that opulence, confpife to ren- 
der the extreme fcarcity of its coinage fo unac- 
countable. Nor let it be Imagined that the 
Mahometan religion had any cffefl: upon this 
circumftance, for we have coins of 6fty or 
fixty Arabian caliphs, almoO forming a feries. 

What conduces to render feriefes of mo- 
dern coins very imperfeft, is the great number 
of petty flates and kingdoms, into which all the 
grand parts of Europe were divided, during 
the turbulent night of the middle ages. The 
Saxon heptarchies in England Indeed clofe at 
the year 801, when Egbert rofe fole monarch 
of this kingdom ; exaftly at the very period 
affigned to the commencement of inodern coins. 

* HiAom dc Us Gufrras tiviles ile Gtanada. 
f Sfx Swinfiuint't Tiavcls in Spun. 

7 Hence 
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Hence the feries of modern Kngliih coins is 
niore copiplete than that of any country id the 
world, not excepting France, tho the latter wa$ 
a great monarchy, npt indeed fo wide as at pre* ; 
lent, for four centuries before. For, in the 
icries of Engliih prinojcs, not one reign is want* 
ing in the coinage; whereas there are feveral 
French kings of whom no coins are founds 
and hardly any with portraits, till Louis XJL t 
an irhperfeSion however infinitely more ap- 
parent in the fcquences of every other country 
of no very modern name and government. 

The iirft modern medals we know are 
tfaofe by Pifano the painter, and by Bolduci^ 
towards the middle of the fifteenth century. 
Of Bolduci nothing is known, fave that his 
works are diftinguiihed by the mark Opu^Bolducis. 
Pifano was a painter of fome merit for the 
time; whence his medals are infcribed 0pm 
P if ant pi£loris. Such is that of John Emperor 
of Conftantinople, 1439; and another of Al- 
ph^nfo, king of Arragon, 144? ; which laft oc- 
curs in lead, but was doubtlefs likewife ftruck 
in more precious metals. Vafari gives us a ca- 
talogue of the medals engraved by Pifano in his 
lives of the painteirs. A medal of the council 
of Florence, held in 1439, is likeways obferva* 
ble, and is ftruck in gold. 

Paul II. who was created Pope in 1464, is 
the firft Pontiff, wbp ftruck medals with his 

own 



l^ AN B95A;r OK MEDALS* 

own portrait, as it i» bfelkved. We have io- 
jdeed Papal medaU from Martin V, 141 7> hUt 
SflU thofe prior to Paul IL were engraved under 
^c pontificate of Alexander VI L 1655, by the 
:care and diredtion of Abbe Bigot, and at the 
expence of Cardinal Francifco Barberini. Co- 
eval medals of Paul If. indeed exift, but not 
of his fuccefforSj till Julius II. fo that the fcries 
properly begins with the latter. 
. From the pontificate* of Julius II. we have 
many Papal medals of very fine relief and 
workmanlhip ; to be found indeed on thofe 
xrf Leo X. bis fucceffor, in the higheft perfec- 
^tion. The celebrated Cellini tells us, in the 
very cntertainii^g account of his own life, th* 
J&c engraved difterent medals for Clement VII. 
but I know not if he put his name upon them, 
npr Itft thcpi in hi& pride to be known by the - 
fuperiority of the performance *. 
- The arts no^^ reviving apace, after the 
commencement of the fifteenth century we find 
^nany medals of all the European powers. It 
js remarkable that, almoft as foon as the ftrili!- 
ing of medals was again brought into ufe, they 
began to be futyric, a quality unknown to the 

'^' There is 3 fine filvcr medal of duke Alexander «f Floreiice by 
CeUini in the Briiilh Mufeum. It is rouch in the l>old mannerof 
the ancient, without that minute iiniCh obrervai}le on niolt mo* 
^evn iTU^dals, the reverf^ is a bufl of Cofipo II. There is like- 
wife a large brafs medal of Pifano hy liim^lf, fisanvs pictoi^ 
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cmclent mint. Julius IL having irritated Louis 
XII. of France, with whom he was at variance^ 
by a fatyric medal, that prince retorted by hb 
celebrated one ftamped in gold <rf two fizes, 
about the bulk of our guinea, and le(s, io 
1^512 ; upon the front of which is the king's 
buil, with his titles ; and upon the reverfe the 
arms of France, by the bye a moft improper 
reverfe for the occafion, with this legend 

PERDAM BABILONIS NOMEN *\ 

Of the fame kind, but more witty, is the 
medal of Henry IV. of France, retorting upon 
the Duke of Savoy* This prince having fetzed 
upon Saluzzo, during the tirt>e that the French 
monarchy was rent by civil wars in 1588^ 
ftruck a coin, upon the reverfe of which a ccn* 
taur appears carrying off ^ fine woman, with this 
- legend oppoRTVNE. Henry having reconquered 
Saluzzo in 1603, publiihed another, upon 
whiph Hercules appears killing the centaur, 
with the word opportvnivs. 

Satire indeed forms a chief attribute of mo- 
dern medals, infomuch that we may fafely fay 
as many exift of this angry kind, as of almoi| 
all the others. Wit and humour arc indeed 
qualities which may be looked upon as of 
mere modern growth^ and there can be no 

* See an tcconnt of them, with eugrsyUigU in that amudng 
mifccUaay -of fugitive literatvrei . the Gcailcman's Magaziacy 

harm 
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barm in their appearing on medals^ as ivell as 
any where clfe. Medals were the vehicles of 
political iatire^ till the print-fhops took up the 
trade. Had we any ancient fatyric pieces of 
this fort, they would be valued more highly 
than any other cbjeds of a cabinet. W^itnefs 
that ancient medal, fufpeded to be latyric 
upon Gallienus the emperor, under whom the 
whole empire was torn to pieces by ufurpers. 
The front bears the emperor's buft c allien a£ 
AVG ; the reverfe a figure of Peace, pax vb j qv e^ 
Some will have it that there was a Galliena 
Augufla ; and that the engraver, by a miftake^ 
which fometimes occurs, has put her name 
round the emperor's buft ; and perhaps at fame 
time infcribed the name of Gallienus around a 
' dye prepared for her. 3ut the legend of the 
reverfe is fo uncommon that I remember it upon 
DO other coin, which induces me to be decidedly 
of their opinion, who put this piece as fatyric. 
Befides, if it is not meant to be witty, it is 
only the more fo. 

Many of the modem medals are fuperior to 
any ancient productions of the kind in beauty 
and high finilh ; but they commonly yield m 
ftrength and relief! The Dutch have perhaps 
ftruck the greatcft number of medals of any 
modern nations : and Louis XIV. of France has 
exceeded all modern princes in this way. Biit 
bis medals, tho many an Abbe formed the dfr 

figns. 
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ligps, and many a petit-maitre the mottos, and 

tlio they arc likeways tolerably well engraved 

in a few inftances, are defpifed even in France 

itfelf, being indeed contemptible efforts of vain 

glory. The feries of his medals may well be 

called a chain of lyes'; the occafions and events 

being far moft generally falfified and mifrepre- 

fented : and his blind flatterers converted into 

matters of praifc aftions and events of the moft 

jufl obloquy and fcorn, fuch as the revocation 

of the edi£t of Nantes, and innumerable 

others. 

Before I clofe this fcftion, it will be proper 

to fay fomething refpefting a particular ilfue of 

modern mint^, called jbtioks, or counters. 

'1 hefe pieces very Crequently occur, and are ai>t 

to confound the unikilful, who know not what 

• to make of them. They ate fmall, and very 

thin, pieces, commonly of copper or brafs, 

tho fometimes of filver, and even of gold. The 

latter precious metals were ftamped in different 

countries^ and are ftamped in France to this day, 

for the purpofe of being prefented, by purfes 

at a time, from trading or other companies, to 

perfons of high condition npon (blemn occa* 

fions. 

The intention of the common counters, as im- 
plied by both the Englilh name, and the French 
Jetton, from jfeiler to caji^ whence our phrafe 
i9 caji uf accounts, was merely for calculation. 

Xhis 
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This was performed by means of a board 
marked with parallel lines. The bottom line 
was the place of units, and the fecond of tens ; 
each fuperior line multiplying ten-fold in the 
fame manner. The operation, difficult in ap- 
pearance, doubtlefs became very eafy by much 
pradice. But, for a proper and clear detail €j{ 
it, we muft refer to Mr. Snelling's ufeful 
pamphlet on Counters, commonly bound up 
with his works on Engliih coins. 

Thefe pieces were of moft common ufe in 
abbeys, and other places where the revenue 
was complex, and of difficult adjuftment. For 
this reafon a great number of them is found in 
the ruins of our Engliih abbeys, whence they 
are commonly called Abbey^pieces. 

But almoft all of them are coined abroad ; 
and that from the fourteenth century down to 
the prefent timw * : tho fome few have likewife 
been ftruck in England, from the time of 
Henry VIIL downwards. 

Mofl of the gold and filvcr counters are 
within the prefent century, and ftruck in 
iFran^ce* They are fo readily known from the 
arms of the companies on them, and other 
marks, that it is needlefs to dwell otl them* 
The Englifli touch-pitces may be claffed with 

* Fretich yetrbM exift from Philip VI. 1318. 

filvcr 
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filvcr counters : they commonly bear St. Mi- 
chael and the Dragon on one (ide, and a ihip on 
the other ; . and were defigned to be hung round 
the neck when the king touched the party for 
the evil: the latefl: are of James II. 

The ancient copper counters are the irioft 
ready to impofe upon a beginner, who is apt to 
pay for them as coins, tho they are not worth a 
penny a piece. For which reafon it will be pro- 
per to give him fome marks to difccrn them. In 
Mr. Snelling's treatife he will find plates of them 
of all ages, whereby he will more furely judge 
of their devices than by any other method. He 
will there perceive th^t the moft ancient have 
croffes with pellets upon both fides, and fimilar 
devices; the next, globes furmounted by crofles, 
&c. and the moft modern portraits of princes 
and dates, with the arms of the kingdoms on 
the reverfe. 

They are bcfides eafily diftinguilhed by their 
thinnefs, which degrades them from all other 
coin : for as medals are fuperior to coin, fo 
counters of all kinds are inferior. The ancient 
ones can impofe upon nobody, for copper was 
not coined for currency in France, and other 
countries where they are principally ftruck, till 
about 1580 ; and brafs never was common coin 
of any ftate in modern times. The modern 
have almoU always a legend in Latin^ French, 

or 
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or Flcmifti, which marks their intenrion j beings 
fo many maxims of juftice in accompts ; or le* 
gends declarative of their ufe, as for accompt* 
ing in the French king's wardrobe, his exche-^ 
quer, or other offices. Thofe with Dutch, Flc- 
milh, or German legends are more apt to de- 
ceive, becaufe nobody underftands the lan- 
guage ; but if the reader lays it down as a ge- 
neral rule that not a coin with thefe languages 
is worth a farthing, he will not be in the 

wrong* 

Some people are fo puerile as to allow thefe 
baubles a place in a cabinet, while the true 
judge ranks them with thofe other counters, of 
indeed the very fame value, which every toy- 
man fells to children. But as there is no rule 
without exceptions, it muft be granted that a 
very few of thefe pieces, impreffed with memo- 
rials of events, and the like, are by no means 
unworthy of notice. 

The mention of counters leads me to fay a 
word or two with regard to the Numtni Brac^ 
teati *, a fpecies of the early modern coins 
fomething between counters and money. They 
are little thin plates, commonly of filver, 
ftamped with wooden dyes, as would feem, 

• The name is <Jenved from braffea, a fpaoG;1c, or thin bit of 
mciaU Seneca uf^s InaSeatajelicilas for whai \vc might czW tinfet 
btipfititfii t falle {{litter tft felicity.. 

upon 
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upon one fide only, with the rude impreflion of 
various figures and infcriptions. Moft of them 
are ecclefiaftic, as appears from the crofs, &c. 
and belong to the tenth century. They are 
conimonly found in Germany, and the northern 
kingdoms of Sweden and Denmar](:, 
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SECTION XIX. 



Coins and Medals of Great Britain ^ and Ireland. 



A S this feftion may extend to fome little 
-^^ length, it fliall be divided into five fe- 
veral Articles* I. Coins of England. IL Eng- 
lilh medals* III. Coins of Scotland. IV. 
Scocilh medals. V, Coins of Ireland ; there 
being no medals ilruck in that country. 



A R T I c L E I. Coins of England. 

The coins of Ithe Saxon heptarchies might 
have been treated in the fedtioa intitled Coim 
of other ancient nations^ for they are pre- 
vious to the period ailigned for the appellation 
of modern. But, to prefent a regular view of 

Englilh 
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Engiifh coitiage, it was rttore propef that they 
fhoirfd come in here. 

A few coins fuppofed to be Anglo-faion, or 
of Saxon kings in England, hare been found in 
gold. But they are almof! uniVerfalfy filver, 
and of the ancient penny filt and weight, A 
number of infignificant pieces of copper, called 
Stycas, likewife occur : they are worth about 
half a farthing, and were only coined in the 
kingdom of Northumberland towards its termi* 
nation. 

Thefe Saxon pennies, which have unintelli- 
gible, or no, legends, are juftly efteemed the 
moft ancient ; and fuch are now termed flceats, 
from the Saxon Sceatta, the name of a coin, 
twenty of which at firft went to a fhilling; but 
afterwards they were raifed to the penny weight, 
and only five went to the (hilling *- Mr. Clarke 
likewife contends that Saxon Ihillings worth 
five ancient pennies, about fifteeil pence of our 
money, and Thrimfas of three pennies, were 
adual, and not ideal, coins ; but none fuch 
have yet been found. 

Saxon pennies appear of many of the hep* 
tarchic princes ; fuch as Cuthred and Athelftati 
of Kent : Eothbert, Sihtric, AnlafF, of Northum-' 
berland, the two latter likeways kings of Ire- 

* Clarke's Cohnexion of the Roman, Saxon, andEngliih coias. 
LondoHi 1767* 4to. 

L 2 ' land : 
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land : Ethelweard of the Weft Saxons : Eork: 
of the Eaft- Angles : Offa of Mercia, and Quin- 
red his queen ; with Kenwulf, WiglafF, Bent- 
wulf, Bughred, and Ceolwulf, all kings of 
Mercia : befides the archbifliops Wlfred and 
Ciulnoth. And pennies of the kings of all Eng- 
land are known from Egbert, tnc firft fole mo- 
narch. 

The feries of Englilh pennies extends there- 
fore without any failure from Egbert the firfl: 
king to the prefent reign ; and will, in all pro- 
bability, to the end of time. It is already, if 
w^e except a . gradual diminution of (ize owing 
to the encreafing value of filver, the moft uni- 
form, and, without doubt, the moft lengthened, 
fequence of one fpecies of coins in the world. 
The Roman denarii extend not, for a certainty, 
beyond 500 years; but this has already attain- 
ed very near 1000. The Reverend Mr. South- 
gate, who, to his many virtues, adds the infe- 
rior praife of an eminent fkill in medals, pof- 
fefles, in his chofen cabinet, the moft neat and 
complete feries of this kind perhaps to be 
found. It is true, the pennies of Hardyknute 
and Richard I, which are of the moft extreme 
fcarcity, are wanting; but in return feveral 
pieces unique, or almoft fo, are found there in 
the beft prefervation ; fuch as the penny of 

Richard 
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Richard III, the fuU-fiaced penny of Henry 
VIII, in fine filver, and others. 

The firft Englifli pennies weigh 22! grains 
Troy, though one would judge, from our term 
penny-weight, that they primarily weighed 24 
grains, which go to our prefent weight of that 
denomination. Towards the clofe of Ed- 
ward III. the penny weighs but 18 grains, and 
in the reign . of Edward IV. it fell to 12, after 
previoufly finking to 15. In Edward the 
Sixth's tirjre, 1551, the penny was f educed to 8 
grains, and after the 43d of Elizabeth to 7^ 
grains; at which weight it continues to this 
day. I have been the more particular in this 
dedudtion becaufe the penny is the befl: rule of 
eftimating the other filver coins. 

Proceeding with the Silver coinage of Eng- 
land*, as the moft ancient metal,, the next coins 
in antiquity are the Halfpennies and Farthings, 
firft ftruck by Edward !• about 1280, for a 
continuance, though fome were formerly ftruck 
in Ireland by John. The firft were continued 
down to the Commonwealth, fince which time 
none have been ftruck in filver j the farthings 
ceafed with Edward VI. 

* The following fliort account of Englifli coinage is chiefly de- 
rived from Snelling's Views of Englifli Coin, London, 1763, 410; 
and from the Tables of Ent;liflx Coin by Martin Folkcs, Eiq. pub- 
liihed by the Society of ADt:<^uaries,in i7#3,4Co. 
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To thefe fupceeds tte Groat, from the French 
gros, a large piece, which was firft ifllied by Ed- 
ward IlL in 1554, aod continuts, tho not in 
.fiopirnQp circulation; to this day, The half- 
groatj or two^pencc^ is of the /ame date and 
continuance. 

Next to the groat is the Teftoon, or Shilling, 
firft coined by Htnry VII. ia 1503. The ap- 
pellation of Tcftoon was from the tefte, tete, or 
head^ of the king upon it* The ihilHng was 
iirft^ as w#uld feem, a German appellation^ 
fcbelling \ coins of which name had been (truck 
at .Hamburgh in 1407. The filver coinage 
lapw begins to wear its prcfent form, the crown 
"being, publiihed by Henry VIII. in filver * ; 
whereas before it had only appeared in gold i 
whence the old pbrafc of crowns rfgold\\ and 
the half-crown, fi;c-pence, and three-pence, by 
Edward VI. Elizabeth, in 1558, coined three- 
halfpenny and three-farthing pieces, but they 
were dropt in 1582* 

From the 43d of Elizabeth, 1601, the forms, 
weight, and finenefs of Englilh filver remain the 
fame to this hour» 

* Only one or two fiWcr crowns of Henry VIII. are known ; 
they are, it would fccm, of his laft year, and only pattern pieces. 

+ Crowns of gold were however the large ft gold coin in France, 
and other countries^ for a long period, being worth alwut los, 
fierling. They were fo called from the crown damped upon one 
iide ; and were firft coined in France by Charles Vl. 1384* con- 
liauing tUl Lewis XIV. * •; 

Having 
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Having thus give^ a brief view of the Eng- 

Ufti filver coioiagei I flxaU offer k few mifcella-^ 

Tieous obfervations,. ere I proceed to the gold ; 

-%nd Ihall begin with obfervzng, that the whole 

coinage of this country, and the filver amon^ 

th^ reft, have generally been of the firfl: purity. 

At two or three particular periods, however, 

debafemetlts of a ihort date have taken place. 

The captivity of Richard I. and the immenfe 

ranfom paid to the Emperor Henry VL for his 

redejmption, muft have much impoVerilhed the 

kingdom. The ranfom amounted to ioQ,ooq 

marks, which, at 13s. 4d. a mark, makes 

1,600,000 pennies, then the only coin*: a 

vaft fum • 'm the currency of thofe days, and 

:which prevents our wonder at but one or two 

Englilh pennies of Richard, and none of John, 

his fuccieflbr, being to be found; tho a 

jdozen or more of Richard's pennies, ftruck in 

France -f*, are known, and thofe of John, coined 

in Ireland^ are not fo rare. Yec we ftnd noif 

that any degradation, or diminution of the coin 

took place in confequence of this calamitous 

event, tho there is no doubt but the public 

povcirty gave rife to much of the happy ferment 

* Some writers fay 1 50,000 marks of Cologo iilfer, which 
much enhances the argument. 

t The Englifli coins ftruck in France have, however, no 
Dortraits, fave the pennies of William I, till the reign of 
Edward 111. 

L 4 in 
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in John's time; and perhaps we may pronounce 
that it is to the captivity of Richard that wc 
are indebted for our freedom. 

Henry VIII. was the firft prince who debafed 
the public money ; and it was a debafement in- 
deed ! for it extended to 9 1 per cent. All his 
full-faced money, with a few exceptions, is of 
this defcription ; and his fide-faced, or firft 
coined, is good. The rcverfe is the cafe with 
that of his fucceffor Edward VI. whofe fide-i 
faced is bad, as firft coined, and his fulK faced 
good, being alfo the laft full- face upon Englilh 
coin* Edward's bafe coin of 1547 is the very 
firft Englilh money bearing a date. In 1 552 
the filver coin was reftored to the old ftandard, 
and ever fince the 43d year of Elizabeth, 
i6or, it has flood at 18 penny-weights allqy in 
the pound weight. 

However, the filver, in William the Third's 
time, was fo prodigioufly diminifhed by clip- 
ping, and other infamous arts, that, in 1696, 
the guinea rofe in its value to thirty fhillings of 
fuch filver currency as then was. The diminu- 
tion of the filver had gradually raifed the value 
of the gold from 1688, when the guinea was at 
21s. 6df till 1696, when ai; 30J. This was 
principally owing to the common circulation of 
the old hammered filver coin, very broad and 
thin, and confequently very liable to clipping 
'»"?d other injuries. By Ad: of Parliament all 

the 
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«tt the former filver was brought in; and in 1696 
i- that which is called The Grand Recoinage of 
Silver took place, amounting to upwards of 
ii 6,400,000/. ftefling. For the more expedition 
c: country mints were eftablifhcd at Briftol, Chef- 
U ter, Exeter, Norwich, and York ; the pieces 
i; there ftruek have the firft letter of thefe names 
-under the buft of the king; and to this Grand 
Recoinage it is owing that the filver of Wil- 
I Ham III. is fo very common. 
i At prefent, however, the filver of this 

;: kingdom is very near as bad as before the 
Grand Recoinage; for the Birmingham artifts 
gain very much by fabricating current coins, 
even of good filver, our Ihjllings not being 
: , worth above nine pence; and the reft in propor- 
tion. Thb calls aloud for parliamentary inter- 
pofition, were not all the powers and ufes of 
parliament, at this difmal period, utterl|> anni- 
hilated by party. When the Duke of North- 
umberland went lord lieutenant to Ireland, in 
1763, one hundred pounds worth of the prefent 
king's Ihillings were .ftruek; and three other 
trials have been made at the Tower, the lateft 
1778: but a filver coinage, tho wanted in the 
higheft degree, feems' never yet to have been 
thought of. 

The Gold coinage, as the next in antiquity, 
muft claim our fecond attention. About 1257 
Hcnrr III. formed, the defign of a gold coinage, 
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and ordered k to be current in the kingdom ; 
but it muft have been very confined, as only 
one fpecimen of it has reached us, at leaft the 
coin is hicbcrto unique. It is called a gold 
penny, of about the fize of a filver one, and is 
not of bad execution for the time, as may be 
judged from a print of it in Sneiling's View of 
the Gold Coin, copied in Folkcs's Tables of the 
lad edition. 

But it is from Edward IIL that the feries of 
gold coinage commences, for no more occurs 
till 1344, when that prince firft ftruck Florens, 
fuppofed to be fo called from the beft gold 
then coined at Florence, a flate where the fine 
arts began faintly to dawn. The floren was 
then worth fix ihillings, but is now intrinfically 
worth nineteen, from the increafed value oS 
gold, and diminution of filver coins. The half 
and auarter of the floren were ftruck at the 
fame time; ^nd it is needlefis to add that 
they were of proportional value. 

This coin being rather inconvenient, as form- 
ing no di{lin<ft and articulate portion of larger 
ideal denominations, in the fame year the Noble 
was made public, of 6/. ScL value, and confe- 
quently forming half a mark, then the moft ge- 
neral ideal mode of money. It was fo termed 
jfrom the nobility of the metal, being of the 
fineft gold then, or now, uied in the world for 
coinage, and was attended by its half and quar- 
" ' ter : 
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ter : the proportion of filver to gold being then 
I to 1 1 . This coin, fometimes called the Rofe 
Noble, from both fides being impaled in an 
undulating circle, refembling the outline of 
an expanded rofe, together with its half and 
quarter, continued the only gold coins till the 
Angels of Henry VI, 1422, ftamped with the 
Angel Michael and the Dragon, and the Ange- 
lets, equal to half the Angel, or 31. ^d. were 
fubftltuted in their place. Antiquaries* like- 
wife aflert, that go^d being fcarce in Henry the 
Fifth's time, that prince diminilhed the noble, 
retaining its former value; but that Henry VL 
reftored it to its fize, and caufed it to pafs for 
loi. under the new name of Ryal. According- 
ly, the noble of Henry V. weighs only \oy 
grains now, while thofe preceding his reign 
weigh 118. This fpeaks gold to have increafed 
in value about 10 per cent. The old noble 
of Edward III. and Richard II, at 118 grains, 
paffed but for 65. 8d. ; but in the 49th year of 
Henry VI, 1461, the angel was of equal value, 
tho but 80 grains in weight; which Ihews gold 
to have increafed in value then no lefs than 30 per 
cent. Certain it is that the ryal of 10s. and the 
angel of 6j. 8d. with their divifions of half and 
quarter, were the fole gold coins till, in 1485, 

* Leake, in his Uiilorical Account of EngUfh Money, and 
otberi* 

Henry 
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Henry VII. publilhe4 the double ryal, or Sove- 
reign, of 20 J. accompanied by the 4ouble Sove- 
reign, of 40^. 

, Henry Vill, in 1527, added to the gold de- 
nominations the crown *, and half-crown, at 
their prefent value; and, in the fame year, gave 
fovereigns of 22s. 6d, and ryals of iis. ^d^ 
angels of 71. 6d. and nobles at their old value 
oi d// 2>d. In 1 346, the fame prince, after 
railing the value of filver, and making it to 
gold as I to 5, flruck fovereigns of the former 
value of 10s. and half-fovereigns in proportion. 
The gold crown of Henry VIII. is about the 
fize of our fliilling, and the half crown of a 
fixpence, but thin, as all hammered money was 
in modern times. 

Thefe coins continued, with a few variations, 
till Charles 11. eftabliflied the prefent forts of 
gold coin ; but fome remarks upon thefe varia- 
tions, and other matters connefted with this 
pointy it will be proper to give. 

Edward VI., upon afluming the fcepter, 
found the coin in a ftate of debafement, to 
which none, but that frantic tyrant his father, 
would have dared to reduce it. The gold of 

* So my authors; but thefe coins ^e only equivalent to the 
half and quarter ryal, known fincc Henry VI, 1412, and the ap- 
pellation of crown feems as old as the time of Henry VII. The 
5 J. pieces of Henry VIII. have, liowcvcr, the peculiarity of bfing 
a primary coin, and forming no poitiou of his other cpinagc. 
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his laft year being of 20 carats fine and 2 alloy} 

and the filver of 4 ounces fine and 8 

ounces alloy in the pound of 12 ounces ! With 
much labour the gold coin was in 155 1 reftored 
by Edward VI. to its old ftandard> after one 
coinage of 22 carats fine, 2 alloy, which was a 
proportion occafionally admitted into our gold 
coin after Henry VIll. till a very late period, it 
is believed the reign of George I. 

Till Edward VI. our monarchs appear upon 
their gold coin at full, or three quarters, 
kqgth ; that prince was the firft whofe buft 
only is feen. Silver, which had been to gold 
for fome time as i to 4, was again reduced in 
1551 to its eld proportion of i to 11. 

Upon the union of the crowns, James I. of 
England gave the fovereign the name of unite, 
it being then of 20J. value. Of him are like-' 
wife rofe ryals of 305., and fpur ryals of 15/.; 
angels of 10/., and angelets of 55. ; till his 
ninth year, when gold was raifed in the pro^ 
portion of is. in los. Silver, which had fallen 
in its proportion from gold to the degree of i 
to 12, now funk further as i to 13! in weight. 
The gold crown, and half. crown continued to 
this prince inclufive, and the crown to his fuc- 
ccflbr. 

The fovereign, which had been likewife 
commonly termed the broad -piece, under the 

com- 
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common-weahh aflumed the uninvidious name 
of the twenty billing piece^ which it retained 
till fupplanted by that of the guinea. The 
common*wealth likewife (truck ten (hilling and 
five (hilling pieces in gold. Oliver publi(hed 
none but twenty (hilling pieces, and very few 
even of thefe* 

The guinea, fo called from the Guinea gold 
out of which it was (irft (truck, was proclaimed 
in 1663, and to go for 2oj. But it never went 
for lefs than 21J, by tacit and univerfal con- 
fent. Charles IL likewife iflfued half-guineas, 
double guineas, and five guinea pieces, which 
have been all continued thro every reign to this 
day ; tho the latter two are not in common 
circulation, George I. publKhed quarter-gui- 
neas, an example imitated by his prefent ma- 
jefty ; but thefe laft of George III. were found 
fo troublcfome, and apt to be loft, that they 
were flopped within a year or two when re- 
ceived at the Bank of England *, and thus fi- 
lently annihilated. A few pieces of 7/. were 
likewife coined as a trial ; but they would, if 
brought into currency, only occafion a confu- 
fion of (izes with the half guinea, fo that it were 
imprudent to iffue them. Indeed the coins of 

*Icl8 compated that the whole caih of the kingdoms pafies 
tbro the Bank of England once in three years. 

all 
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^1 denominations which we have already are 
Xufficient for every purpofe of money; and 
much greater wifdom would be Ihewn in giving 
VIS good iilveri than in trying to multiply the 
cliviiions of gold. 

It has already been obferved, that in i688« 

after the Revolution, partly owing to the bad 

Hate of the filver, and partly, no doubt, to the 

effed of that glorious event upon public ere* 

dit, fpecified in the highefl and purefl cpin^ 

the guinea rofe to lis. 6d», and went on in*- 

creafing in value till 1696, when it was ^t^. 

After the grand re-coinage of 1697, 1698, it 

fell by degrees till the 25 December, 17171 

when it flood as Ibefore at 21J. Owing much 

to the bad ftate of the filver coin, gold in- 

creafcd in its value ; filver, which in Charles 

the Second's time had fallen to the ftate of i to 

I4f, fell before the great re coinage much 

lower; and in 17 17, when the guinea refumed 

its former value, filver was fixed in its prefent 

proportion to gold,^ being as i to 15J in 

weight *. 

The laft coinage, which is that of Copper, 
waits pur next notice. It is worthy obferva- 

« 

• In 1733 all the old gojd coins, as the unit or jacobus, then of 
25/, the carolus of tssy and the broad-piccc of tu, or zzi, 
were ^IM in, and forbid to circulate. 

ti<Mi. 
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tion, that, while copper money was in Gxecde 
of as ancient a date as the filver, and in Rome 
two centuries older, yet in almoft all the na- 
tions of modern Europe it arofe a thoufand 
years later. This holds true at leaft with re- 
gard to this country, for the Saxon ftycas were 
of fo confined a date, and befides only circu- 
lating in the particular county of Northumber- 
land, then a petty kingdom, that they by no 
means deferve to form any exception. The 
reader will obferve, that the modern money is 
now the fubjeft of our difcuffion, for the firft 
money coined in ancient Britain feems to have 
been copper * : but the Saxons, who gave the 
firft form of our modern money, the penny, for 
which they were palpably indebted to the Ro- 
man denarius, never thought of coining cop- 
per, fave in the brief inftance of the ftyca. 
How fo common a metal came to efcape their 
ufe, it were to be wilhed that fome able anti- 
quary would enquire; tho indeed the penny, 
divided by a crofs, and commonly cut thro the 
limbs of the crofs into four parts, fupplied even 
farthings, which were adapted to all the pur- 
pofes of coin ; yet the farthing of that day is 
nearly worth our prefent penny. But while 
copper coin continued to be wanting in the 

••* Nummo utuniur parvo et aenco. Cxfar de Britannis loqucns. 

autho- 



AtH SS'ftAr OK MBBALI. t6t 

Englifii railiorifed money till the year 1672 *, 
witk a fe^ finall exceptions after the time of 
Elizabeth, we need not much wonder that^ in 
more remote periods^ itsdeficioicy was not at 
»ll&lt. 

The ktK>wn a:v€rfioo of that illuftriOtts queen» 

. and oi the nation in general, to a copper coip* 

ag^, the.laft ihewn in a particul^ numner in 

^ tlie ii^ance of the farthing'tokens of Jamis L 

prefently to be mentioned, has not been ex* 

plained by our medalUc .writers, who, if they 

. explain a legend, think th^y have done:all their 

^ duty. It was owing. to the counterfeit m<H»ey, 

. <palled : blifci . tn^f^iey^ be^ng always of copper 

mtj^ed or waflied with about a fifth part filver. 

The term of black n>oney evidently arofe from 

contradiftinQlon to 'tffhitt money y yet a name for 

, that of pure ^lyer^ which it waii inadb t6 imi* 

tate. When it is confidered» therefore^ that 

the bafe money was always of coppeiv it is no 

wonder that the idea of a copper coinage 

ihould be confounded with that of an impofition 

of authorifed bad money. 

* There were two kinds of btack-mqn^y, the counterfeit in« 
tended by forgers to pafs for iilver;^ and the authorifed money of 
hillon. B)ack*inoncy, or bilhn^ was ftmck in the mints of 
the Englifli dointniioos in France, by cominand of the kings of 
Eoglandy for the ufe of their French fubjefts; but black -money 
and copper money are yery different. Money of billon Vfzs com* 
i^n in ail France from about the year 1200. HardiiSy being 
authorifed black^maney, of £dward th« 31ack Pxiiice> are like wife 
found* 

M Edward 



. Miw^tAVk viiBtiptbsA ^rihoc'Mdd* lii^iofti 

£atditiig&; could peSMf fac tciifct /bf filwr^ 

Aptiietxi lacing fa iactcafefl in icr vAod i Had 

:<fio it h kaami &am ndwnk dutt he did 

coin farthings, not one of them is to h% feutid. 

Thii fmMimixffiMsi twh «f tfln<1ilh§t Kalf* 
|wmi$i^i|h%ugb c^bii^^ th^ (km- 

' fnw^mniltk^ wai o^ eKtrtime iiuibi#fthiMPd6r^^liSr 
u4o3xi)ii»f fhmii'f^ in a naafi p^dhA^ 
udrfecnWib^ dtfct>vmd' wkhniit ^ anoA ^Mg- 
nifyitigtgbift.c Hifi«e in fDiaabucii's Onte^ ihiffe 

< oxfordi ind 'W^d^lter^ i^obk fmhij^s, ^hidi 

liibhfliM, till c$\hA HI by govefitttitflt ife 1^94. 
-Bedldu tiieik dtir^, new 3<>(^ tl«d«lka^ti akd 
.^bcf f t«ifie(| tokens ^} upoh f«(4fh^ Vl4i«h 
to tht ^ffiMf^%«c giiivd%uti>(?Bt if<)lhi'W v^d) ibc 

'tit i[594 thi» piM£M«d h«ki gtft )^ ^^ftt tidgth, 
and gbVi^MMnt liaiA ferkf^ ttibught^ of a e6(>- 
• {>er -d^QViage ; for M#, ts wo^ld a^l^ear^ a 
fmall copper coin was. ffifiiclc, of aliotit the fee 
of a filvcr two-pence, with the . queen's mono- 
gram Upon one fide, and a rofe on t\ic other.; 
the running lagmd of both fides being the 
PLEBOfi op-i-.A HAiF PEi*Ny. Plsrtterfes of riiis 
occur both in copper, and in filver, but the 

. 1^ ^r ftobetc CottoA'9 PoAiAMii«> t e^i ^^f^^* P« <^- 

<J«edQ 
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f^mitk nbt teln^ iblfe tD Befigii; her fik t mrSat* 

• Jfrvi^fim tativtid tlH the Ibcceiiiii^ Hgti^ 

-fUttt^ Tii^y di% fti(klly of rte fom& ike wi^cte 

«j^ th«^^ dilief I ^^ ^^Id ^(11 ^itb mttiKim 
<hal if life Eng^ffli tefiiredf tbem eofrehty, as 
WMjuAl)^ fUffp^^i th«f tfti^t te ordered tb 

'^Ift f«4#eiaR4^ Pot they ^;^l« t^f fdf^ed upon 
'"^9^ ^1^ iDf fhe light Of fMhidgii,, ot efta- 
^lllMttD 4o\Af hmt rhtv^lt H |)tedge6 9t ttxl^ns, 
'^dr ^^di g«^6Ynment #ds obliged! to gite^ 
4$d9^ coi)l t# requ(red% Their legend is the 
kii^g"^ ccuiH!fi0n titter running updn eaeh lide^ 

^e<fe |yfteej were by ho means f;iV6torably 
tfet^ittd, but eohtinued in a kind of rShidt^ht 
tJitufetiott aH tfcb fe!gii> and thfe be gmfijRg 6f 
a*€f focrtrtiSg* In i«3^> Gtiatle* I* ftfwtfk 
fhtife with the rofc inftead of the h^rp. I'he 
Vaft number of counterfeits^ and thb king's 
dearth in 164^, put an utter ftbp to theit ciir- 
fenry j and the tokens of towns and tl-adeftieii 
dgafn took thdr r^il, increafrng proii^imily 
till 1671, Wbeft farthing* prbptrly g» i&ali(^d 
were fir ft pubHlhtsd by gorernnieht. 

M a theit 
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Thefe town pieces and tradefment^ tcka^ 
together with them of the time of Elizabetk, 
are coUeAed by Ibme antiquaries with an avi* 
dity truly puerile. For I will venture to txf, thiat 
their worlunanihip is always utterly contemp* 
tible, and diat not one purpofe of tafte^ infor- 
mation, or curiofity^ can be drawn from them. 
It need hardly be. added that they are re- 
commended to the fupreaie fcom of the reader, 
who may juilly regard the ftudying or coUeft- 
ing of them, along with the admiration of 
counters, as beneath any man of common lenfe. 
This madne(s^ one of the ftrangeft that ever 
creeped into the confines of iany fcience, was 
prophecied in a fingular manner by Evelyn in 
his work on medals; for which reafoo his 
. words are here laid before the reader. Speak- 
ing of the Attic fmall copper coins^ he fays, 
^< Hardly half as large as the tokens, which 
*€ every tavern and tippling-houfe in the days of 
^* late anarchy among us" (he knew not that 
they were as frequent in the glorious reiga 
of Elizabeth) " prefumed to ftamp, and utter 
*« for immediate exchange ; as they were paflSi* 
*' ble through the neighbourhood. Which, 
•* though feldom reaching further than the next 
•^ ftreet or two, may haply in after-times come 
^ *' to exercife and bufy the learned what they 
** fliould fignify, and fill whole volumes with 
*' conjedures, as I am perfuaded feveral as ar- 

*• rant 



AST BSSAT ON MBDAL$» 165 

^^ rant trifles have done.'* Similar tokens are 
to this day current in Scotland^ both of cop* 
per and tin^ principally iilued by the bakers 
and grocers; farthings not being very common 
in that country. 

Government however had now frequent ideas 

of improving the copper coinage^ fcMr many 

pattern pieces for farthings occur. So early as 

1640 one arifes^ upon one fide of which the 

legend is farthing toakens, and upon the 

other TYPVs monetae ang. aeris^ thought 

to be the work of Briot, as refembling his pat* 

tern ihilling. Tryal farthings of the common^ 

wealth likewife appear with various types and 

legends; thofe of Oliver have his buft with 

different reverfes, and one of his bears the fin- 

gular date of 1 65 1, ifSnelling does not mif- 

lead me, when he was not protedor till 1653^ 

Of Charles II. many pattern farthings are 

known ere 1672, when they and half-pence 

were firft made public money : of which the 

moft remarkable is that with the king's buft^ 

cAROLvs A cAROLO, and the reverfe of Bri- 

tannia as in the prefent, with qvatvor maria 

viNDico.. Thefe were firft firuck in 1665, aiid 

mod commonly occur in filyer; whence the 

copper are efteemed the moft precious. None, 

of them ever were in circulation, tho we meet 

with a few impreifions both in filver and cop* 

per, dated 1676, thrown oflf^'^lTuppofe, by thi? 

M 3 ^-.. engraver, 
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tftgfavefjlo^Hj^hi^frtencls. Thfe Waff-peifce 
ol this fegiB^d' ^re tB^re coiithi^ In c^|)pelr 
than in friVef, 

fo j6p cur r$>ii^ t^^f-i>e0€js ai^ fW!hi»g$ llrfl 
bp^an to be ftruck at the Tower, but rtjfey w^ite- 
|»ot p^^ictaimed titl i#tli Auguft 1^72. They 
wei^e of pure SwedMi coppery 9m) tbe dleif 
Vfcxt «i>graved hf '^oettier* l^h^h ^^tu 
fnued till tbe faft of Ci^^rli>s \h 1^84, wll€<n Ibme 
(di^^uKts atlftng db^ut fhe copper, 4itlerty t^id 
from K^giMi niin^s, ftp farthings were ceHMB<} 
AVtrfe a ftud of pop^i? Ir lb© eciKer, &vid in-i> 
feWbed FO(3nd the edge, is the crcl^w^'-p^kees," 

J>€fi^e of itb« fame kJnd were klbed the j^r 
»ft€r> 1685, and tin conftlriued to %e coined tJH 
xSj^ft, to tie value of u^ards of^5,oo6l. la 
1693 the tin was aH calfed in, and th?' copper 
coinage Gorimieiiced abew. 

All the forthings of the fbHowing reign of 
Ann are trj'aUpieces, flivc th^t of lyH^ ^^ ^^ 
year. T^ey are of the ^moft-exqutfite work- 
manlhipj cxcieedihg any co©J>er coins^ of ancient 
0r of irvodern tiaies, and will do honour to the 
engraver, Mr. Cpofcer, to tbe end of time. The 
0ne <vhofc rwerfe is peace in a car, p-ax mts^a 
TBiL o^B'^.M, is ^be rtioft etteemed, ^nd next to 
h the Britannia under a portal. The other far- 
tbfngs, and the half-pence, are not fo valu- 
able. . 

Before 



i% .fipt one. ikfif cf U? €ur.wi¥?)r, \ .Jke p^A4 «rf 

yjiflife Jfoyty-fcc h*Jif- pence, pr twein^yntjjree 

pf n^e w^f n coi^d. . ({ence forgeries cvei^ in 

gop4 O^Ul are of rery high profit, and the 

wbol^ J^iojg^i;^ ifv^tpis wUh counterfeit copper^^ 

ifl^mHich tba^ not the fiftiieth part qf that cur-- 

rency i$ Icgjitimate ; a difgrjice to the annals, 

ai^ the legifl^ture 9f any pation ! In qthcf . 

countries the pound, at ten pence, only yields, 

t\^ pr/apprtioaofe^ighteen pence ; but certaiply 

twelve . pen^ out of thf pound at ten pence. 

wjS^ ^afficii^W:, The 6ze of the coin imight be 

dfO^ydil^d wi(h Wt ^y inconveiiueiict;, fave to the 

%g^9& a^dthea:^ is ^ acppde tiqld for fame 

tg^ ^y ^Ujnot whofe iituatipn may enable ^ huu 

tp^ S!9^Btri]b#te tQ t;h€ ren^edy of fo large ^ 

cviU. ^' ' , 

. Hfyi()g concluded this fborlt vk^y of the 
mpney of E^igland, before the fub^eft is leyt^, it 
is prx;)jj>er -tba^ fome coins Ihoidd be mentioned ,, 
whiiJi, being of confined QurKncy, Cpuld not ^ 
well be arranged with tjiie c^afli of th^ kingdom- 
Such indeed are the town pieces^ and tradef- 
mens* tokens above TW>t&\ ; and which would 
have been firft taetrfioned here, had they not 

M 4 been 
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been of -fuch connexion with the copper coin* 
age, that they could not well be feparated. 
The firft that (hall be mentioned therefore are 
what are called the Portcullis coins of Elizabeth^ 
coined in rivaUhip of the Spanifli king, for the 
fervice of her Eaft India Company in their fet- 
tlements abroad. I'hey are of different fixes 
from the crown downwards, and are eafily dif- 
tinguilhed by the Portcullis on the reverfe. 
Thefe may be regarded as the firft peculiar go- 
vernment money; for the coins of Engliih 
monarchs, ftruck in France and Ireland, are 
not confiderable in this view^ but circulated 
thro all their dominions. 

To them fucceed the various fiege-pieces of 
Charles L in gold and filver, fome of the latter 
being fo large as to be of forty Ihillings value. 
A defcription of thefe pieces were as endlefs as 
tulneceffary; and it were likewife needlefs to 
dwell upon the Bombay money; upon lord 
Baltimore's or the other American coin, one of 
the beft of which is the two penny, penny, half- 
penny, and farthing of George I. marked with a 
rofe, ROSA AMERICANA*. Thc Ifle of Man penny, 
and half-penny of copper, arc fo well known, 
that they fcarcely deferve mention, fo I fliall 
haften to the next point of this feftion. 

* This was another fcheme of Wood, wko had the Iriih pa- 
tent. Thcfc coins are all of Bath metal, a inixture of brafs a&d 
copper. 

Article 
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Article IL Englijb ^kdals. 



The firft Englifh medal known is that, of 
Henry VIII. ftruck in 1545. It is of gold, 
larger than a crown piece^ and has the king's 
head full-faced upon the obverfe, with throe 
legends within each other of his titles and 
other matter. The reverfe contains two in- 
fcriptionSy declarative of his being the head of 
the church, &c. the firft in Hebrew, the other 
in Greek. This was imitated in all points by 
his fucceifor Edward VI. in his coronation me- 
dal, being the firft we have. There are other 
medals of Henry VIII. the largeft of which in 
filver is that with his fide face upon the front, 
and titles, and a portcullis on the reverfe, with 
this legend, srcvritas alt£RA. * 

Elizabeth prefents us with a good number 
of medals, one or two of which are tolerable, 
but the reft very poor, inferior indeed to thofe 
of Philip and Mary, two of whom in filver by 
Trezzo are of high relief, and good execution. 
The medal of Elizabeth mentioned in the Spec- 
tator, as ftruck upon the defeat of the Ar- 
mada, with this device, a fleet fcattered by 
the winds, afflavit devs, et pissipantvr, 

is 



IS no where to be founds tho prints of two 
refen^bling it may be feen in Evelyn's NumiJ^ 
nufta ; one of which being quoted froni me- 
mory,- no doubt, occafioned the mTftake/ * 

Decent medals appear of James I. and his 
queen ; and a very U^ge one of Charles 1. apd 
Henrietta, in 1636, deferves notice f^om its. 
fipe worVmanlhip. The re^erfe reprefcnts 
Jii#ice and Peace kiffing, aukwjirdly enough 5. 
but the executjon of the king*s butt, and that 
of his lovely queen, is very mafterly* Tfec 
i^ut erfjijvble of the piece is. however bad, and 
quite unlike the antique,, the ftandard of per- 
fe^ion in rbis way ; owing to the fi^ld of t.hc 
medal not being above a Une thick, white the 
relievos are ^ full half irv^h in thicknefs ; 
wbereasi, in the bed and boldeft ancient n\e^l* 
llons^ the edge of Jthc piec6 is two Or . three 
lines thick, where the relief is three or four- - A 
boMownefs is indeed given in the ancient to ri&ie 
inner 6ekl around the relief, both to. give piorc 
elevation and bQMnef$^ and that the edge may 
Jbmcthing proted the fubjeds of the ^field. As' 
the above is a gre^^t deficiency Jo "inaqy; .ipo- 
deri) medals, it was tl\pqght proper to point it* 
out : thpfc with this flulf being indeed not me- 
dals, bgt emboffed pie(:es of met^l. 

'1 enumerate (he many FngK^ rt^cdals were' 

a vain and unneccffary attempt, nor, after the 

3 well- 



vfsrell-known miracles of ^mon, do any remark- 
ble occur till the fine gold, filver, and copper 
ones of Queen Anne appeared. Only two or 
three diflfepewt pieces of the firft were ftpuck; 
but, in the other medals of this princefs, we 
have a fjries of all the great events with which 
Jdgrlbprough illuminated her reign. 

Aljout 1740, and fqr.fome years before an4 
aftjet-ji Daffieri^.a native pf.Gcnevai fettling in 
J-ondon, engraved a fe'nies ,of medals of all the 
Jlng^lifh kings with great tafle and fpirit. 
They are ftruck upon fine copper, and 
amount to thirty-fix in number. H^ likewife 
gave .medals of many illiiflrious men of thi^ 
and other nations, all which deferve confider- 
gble praife* 

Thofe who wifli for fuller information of 
jpngliih modals^ ma^y have recourfe to -Mr. 
Spelling's plates of them ; as indeed figures, 
which brin.g ^he objeft^ before the eye^ coo- 
ftitute the only plan of ftodying this branch 
of ii^v fubje^t, -if no opportunity is preferit for 
that beft of all methods, the perufing of the 
ipedals themfelves. 



Article 
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Article IIL Cains of Scotland. 

There is no certainty of any coins being 
(I ruck in Scotland till the reign of Alexander 
II. which began in the year X2i4» Thofe 
afcribed to Alexander I. there is little doubt^ 
belong to the fecond prince of that name ; elfe 
many would be fotind in the long reign of 
David, who fucceeded Alexander 1. and tho 
the ihort time, which Malcolm IV. David's 
fucceflbr, held the fcepter, may excufe the 
want of his coins, yet William has not this apo* 
logy* No coins of David L. Malcolm IV. or 
William the Lion, are found, which are not 
afcribed to other princes by the beft medallifts : 
thofe of the laft, in particular, belonging to 
William the Conqueror, only (truck in Nor* 
mandy *. 

The feries from Alexander 11. has not thefc 
difficulties to combat, and it is therefore from 
that king only that we fiiall date the commence- 

* In the fucceeding abflra^^ of Scocifh coin, Ruddifnan's pre- 
fatcc CO Anderfon's Diplorpata ct Numifmata Scotiae, Edinburgi, 
1739* folio, and bnetling on Scociih coin, London, 1776, 4to. 
have l>een the chief guides. The latter only lived to defcribc the 
filvcr coin ; but has pUces of the gold and billon. 

4 ment 
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ment of Scotiih coin. Nor is it any wonder 
that no money ihouid be ftruck in that king- 
dom till fo late a period, when its want of 
mines^ and its diftance from any country where 
filver, the only metal anciently ufed for coin- 
age^ is founds are attended to. Not to add 
that the kingdom, by no means opulent when 
complete, was divided into different ftates, till 
the ninth century, when the Pidts were fub- 
dued. Soon after that event however the mo- 
ney of England feems to have made a gradual 
progrefs into Scotland, as would appear from 
the different Engliih coins of the Saxon and 
Norman princes there found : and prior t:o that 
period all bargains muft have been by ex* 
change ; and indeed long after among the poor, 
for the Engliih caih was no doubt confined to 
the higher clafs. 

From the Engliih the people of Scotland^ de- 
rived, and now derive, moft of their improve- 
ments ; and, among pthers, are furely indebted 
to them for the example of their coin. The 
Sootilh money indeed continued, as we know 
from authentic records, the very fame with 
that of England in fize and value till the time 
ofDayidll. 1355^ whofe vafl: ranfom drained 
the Scotifh coin, and occafioned a diminution 
of fize in the little left. Till this time it had 
been current in England upon the fame foot; 

ing 



iiigvmh the cnbnap bf 8iwrcoUfi»y ^y srtid'to 
preftr^e thi«> ei}»tt% i^ him pttnf dt^. Upon 
ifae dimmiicim <ff iHrSwtiA filVe<r oiih, Ir.^ 
w«rd iilk tftoxf^c liHiiltH^ obl^edfc ki omfih- 

*tt»jit th^ money of 3ctitlais4 W4* ftt^tj^eft* id fefe 
-d^inkiions* ' •' 

SoDdftAd ifrmTedliaifHy f^to^vn) %\ft fttiie jAlil, 

Afiff the fM^m of DutM U. rhe SeKMi 
cmn ^4}ualiy dinimftlng) in tht ftrtf yea» i^f 

'Robert III. k f^aflkt ^MIV fel- fCAtt^s ft^ii^'Al 

'¥dUit 111 F;i^g{^t^; ai^ dl length,' in 1^9^, 

Rkrhard IL df^i?t^i1 zb»^ k HaQuiA ^vAy gi» fdr 

fht w^+ght ^ th(*gefti^iU'«itfellift it J. T^o 

clofe this point at once, 'the Scdftft.f&softl'^^ 

-tquil 111 Value to the KttglA ritl ijjj, fuiil by 

'^egrtes, f^igrt after i^igrt, ^niiVg to l^itce^iffg 

public cal^muk^i, at^ ^to ooflfci^m'nt imfi»- 

vclrifhnleht df the kingdom/ dit ill i6(^' U vMs 

only ^ tw'clfti^ J^lt va4ui^ of £ng44fti tnofit^" 4f 



* See a rcfcrtpt of Edward III. in Rymcr, vdl. 'it* p. j8j3. 
t Rvfftal, and R7irttt. f A life rcit** of tiatkfL thet Wknttrof 

ill, i3<)3f 31 pcimtes. ^tat. KotitrC*IlL c« zi* 
J Stat. 1393. "c. !• 
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'tiW^ faaftt tifcndtiiiti^loii r srtid r*ii\aift«i • at[ that 

die' $todfc* coifl^^, ft*?ffig rtim bti^ dtf. 

'c\ii^&4 th<i-.com|iat^ttte vAxxt of the Sc«t& wid- 

tiey ;*rhih^ tfte Eft^iih, l^r xit praceted to mta- 

* din ^ feveraf dlviftoii^ of it. , 

•IfcT begliitfr^nrfore with tfee SitVEft : trf^ Atc^- 

Sftdef it wlto tfeigAttf till I «4g, w^ htfte o<!f!y 
"^^niii^s I fi^otr l^^Ward: t 6f En^lstncF k 1280, 

Mvibg (roinfd h^tf-];)'^tiC'e and fatthifigs, in ad- 

ditioa to" Ae p^ftf^e^ rfU then the tintf CO'ifl, 

Afex^ndef^'llt \vilo tiieceeded Altx^def H. 

' ai^. rdi|p*a \tifl' ^ i.2§3, like^'tre C'dined half- 

* jpencp ; a feW bf , w&icK we haVe, b'tit <!0 fit- 

* tKinfes are fouhd. 'f ne groat and half-^roat iii- 
IrbiWced, by t)avid It. c6"mpleted ttie d&tt6ttrf- 
iiatiorts.of' lilvcr money rill the feigri' bf Mai^, 
wbtQ wty atl.g^ate Jp. be.firuck in tilVef : f6r 
aboui Tier/ tinie, t^he] price of filver was ft iii- 
creaifed^ thattihey cpulii no ftipr)& be coined, et- 
cept In l^ulon pf four parts copper, "and one 
fiker; whlcfi had been praftlfed by her prede- 
ceiTors Tanaes t1. HI. iV, and V. and was like- 
wife at dii&rent tiaies in the monies of her owin 
reign*. 

* the rtVerend Mr.- .^ourfigarc has \ f ulL factd ^rttty df jilitjf 

j 

In 
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In 15449 the fccond year of Mary^ four 
marks Scotifli were equal to one mark Engliih^ 
that is^ iScotilh money was a fourth of that of 
England. About 1550 ihillings^ or teftoons^ 
were firft coined, bearing the bufl: of the queen, 
and the arms df France and iSicotland on the 
reverfe } they, being of the fame intrinfic value 
as thofe of England, were then worth four 
Ihillings; the half-teftoons two, Scotiih money. 
Marks of thirteen ihillings and four pence 
Scotifh were alfo llruck> worth three ihiUings 
and four pence Englilh. Puring>the commo- 
tions of this reign, the coinage, appiears not to 
have been directed, as anciently, by afts of Par- 
liament, but by orders of Privy Council, and 
oftcner, it would feem, by contraA and imme- 
diate order of the . queen. Hence the pofitive 
dates of fome new kinds cannot be fixt ; yet it 
may fafely be prefumed that a^ut 1560 crown- 
pieces of filver, equal to the Engliih, appeared 
and went for 25J. Scotiih, with* 'the half, fome- 
times called the mark of 1 2x. 6d. 3cotiih, and 
quarter of 6s. 3^, the coin being then as-i to 5. 
But it is amazing with what rapidity the. coin 
of Scotland declined in the courfe of a few 
years; for in 1565, by aft of the Privy Council 
of that kingdom, the crown, weighing an 
ounce, went for 30i.Scotifli; and leffer pieces 
of 20s. and 105. were ilruck in proportion; fo 
that the coin was to the Engliih as i to 6. 

Thefe 
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Thefe pieces have the marks xxx, xx, x, upon 
them, to exprefs their value *. 

In the time of James VI, i57i> the mark 
and half-mark, Scotilh, were ftruck, the former 
being then worth about 2 2 pence, and the latter 
1 1 pence, Englifh. 

Upon thefe pieces the motto nemo mb 
iMPUNE LiEDET was Ordered, but does not 
appear. In 1578 the famous nemo mb 
IMPUNE LACESSET occurs fitft upon the coin; 
the fame in fenfe with the other, but of a better 
(bund. Its invention is afcribed to Buchanan; 
but Father Bouhours gives it to the Jefuit Petra 
Sanda+; tho, from the perfedly fimilar motto 
ordered in 1571, and altered 1578, there is no 
doubt but Bouhours is miftaken, either from 
mifinformation, or the paltry vanity of afcrib-^ 
ing to his order the invention of this celebrated 
fentence. In 1582, as authorifed by the con« 
tradt entered into between the Earl of Morton^ 
governor of Scotland, and Atkinfon, then mint* 
mafter, dated in 1579^ forty ihillings Scotiih» 

• Between 1565 and 156^ mull have been llruck thofe piecet 
called Crookilone Dollars, which have Henry and Mary on one 
fide, and a yew tree, DAT' GLORIA viRES, on the reverie^ aa 
I am told. They derive their name from Crookilone, an eftate 
of the Lenox family, near Glafgow. I fufpefl they are only th« 
common crowns of Mary and Henry. 

t Lcs EDtreriens d'Arifte et d'Eugene. Ent. VI. Ltf 
Devifis. Amft. 1708. p. 400. 

N went 
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moit to tho crown of an ouaoe^ tlieace mark^ 
XL. In 1597 the crowoa are marked i»» Scodib 
nioney being then to the Engliih as 1 to 10 ; 
aad in i 6qi, lx ia the hft ancl higheft ok^tk of 
the crown^ then w^rth 6q/. Scotifli, and the 
coin to that of England as i to 12^ at; which it 
Gontiaiied ever after. 

Thua filver, which in England had be^li 
tripled in value fince WiUiacn. the Conqne^or^s 
time, the poDnd being then coined into 240 
p^uiies, woorth^ in ideal' nK>Dey^ ao ibiUiDgt^ 
but now intM> 6a fliillbgSy was in Scotland 
saifed to 36 times its firft price *• 

The Scotiih filver^ coined after the umon 
of the crowns, need hardly b^ pointed out« 
Charles L flruck halfimarka, 40 pennifs,, and 
20 pennies^ marked \\ xu and x^^ behind the 
kead; and Charles Il«. ^Te piea» of 4, Zy i» 
and I mark Scoliih> noted liii, /^tt.xxmu 8*--^ 
%i^u 4.*i^vf. 8L in the oenter of the reverfig^. 
^n 1^75 appeared Soot^ doUarSf of §€ fbiU 
^^ix^ Scots^ 4s. 84 £ngU&^ wkh half (^ t8/« 
quarter of 14s. eighth of ys. i6th of 3^. 6d. 
«ll Scottfli moBdy. ]vsm% VII> ia i6^» pub- 

^ Mr< Und^knam arangely mifiuidBiAaiids Midi iniirepvcfeatft 
hm BUbc's Bieaniiig, when he tcHa ns that 6]?er. is dkaiaiflie^ 
4a ciacs ia value in f rincQ finca th^ fwf of Chfurkiai^n^. 
Coin in France has gone throv^h ^ (l<^adii^ % fcv^ution 
^ in Scotfaiv}^ ^ fifiidm 9f Chjirl^QfiVtt;^^ U WQith 40 n^4«rn 

% lifted 
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itOitd coins of 60, 40, ao, lo, 5 IhiHings 
Scotilh^ but only the 40s. drld 10/4 pieces Ar6 
known, with 40 and ib under the buft. Wil- 
liam and Mary continued the fame doins* Of^ 
Atme we have only the 10 and the 5, marked 
undi?1? the head with thefe figures, denoting 
tbcir value. At the union of the kingdoms all 
the Scotiih coin was called in, and recoiried at ^ 
Edinburgh, with the mark fe under the buft, to 
diftinguifli it; and iince there has been no mint 
in Scotland. 

To clofe this account of the Scotifh filver 
coin with a few unconneded remarks, it may 
^ fipft obferved, that the money of that caun-» 
try is equal to the cotemporary Englilh, and 
often fuperior in workmanlhip. This is owing 
indeed merely to the chance of employing fu-* 
perior artifts* The coin of James V. in parti- 
cular^ is much better executed than that of 
Henry VIII. The groat of James V, in which 
be always appears with a fide face, is a very 
good coin} as are the different pieces of Mary, 
particularly her teftoons; but the fine crown 
of her' and Henry Darnley^ engraved in Ander* 
fon, is fo very fcarce that few have feen it* 
It is a pity that the portrait of this princefs 
fo feldom appears upon her money* The beft 
heads of her are thofe upon the (hillings^ i553> 
fee* and gold coins of equal fize, moftly marked 
1555, below the buft; which laft are fuppofed 

N ^ to 
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to have paffed for 3/. Scotifli, being worth 15X- 
Englifli of that time *. 

There is a fingular defed: in the groats of 
Robert If. who, fucceeding David II, there is 
no alteration but of the name ; the head, and 
every thing elfe, remaining the fame in thofe of 
Robert as in them of David. A ftrange in- 
ftance of the Hate of the arts in Scotland at that 
period ! tho, if I millake not, it is paralleled by 
the coin of England much later, for there arc 
groats of the firft year of Henry VIII. in which 
there is no alteration from thofe of his father 
but in the numeral. The great feals of the 
five firft Jamefes have fimilar abfurdity, the 
portraits being the fame, whatever minute al- 
terations may be made otherwife. 

The Gold coinage of Scotland will not de- 
tain us long. In this, as ufual, the Englifli 
example was imitated. Edward III. having 
given the firft. currency in this metal, 13445 
about thirty years afterwards Robert II. iffued 
his; for, tho the princes of the middle ages, 
unhappily, never thought of adding numerals, 
declarative which of the name they were, yet I 
fcruple not, from analogy, to afcribe the firft 
gold coinage to Robert II, • and not to Robert 

* Slender, fliarp features, and the nofe of an elegant 
aquiline, didinguiili all the coins and genuine paintings of 
Maty- 

iif, 
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, as Others have done. Indeed, it is more 

probable that this Ihould happen about thirty 

years after 1344, when gold firft appeared in 

Englilh coinage, than at a longer diltance, 

However,. it is needlefs to infift upon a point of 

which no proof has hitherto arifen, efpecially 

when it is impoffible to diftinguilh the gold 

coins of the fecond from thofe of the third 

Robert, Certain it is, that no gold was coined 

prior to the reign of Robert IL 

The gold coins of Scotland are not upon the 
fcale of the -Englilh, but of much fmaller 
model. They were firft called St. Andrews, 
from the figure of that tutelar faint upon his 
crofs, who appears on them, with the arms of 
Scotland, a lion in a fliield, on the reverfe. 
Mr. Anderfon has not given us the names of 
the gold coins which he delineates, nor indeed 
are moft of them to be learned by any poflible 
refearch. We know, however, that the Lion*, 
was another name for the largeft gold coin, 
from the Scotilh arms upon it; and that the 
chief gold pieces of James V. were the Bonnet- 
pieces, fo called from the particular cap, re- 

^ Gold coins, which Edward the Black Princ§,^iick in 
France, were, in like manner, termed Leopards^^^^from thaf^qi- 
roal, part of the then Englilh arms, being on the reverfe. They 
weigh half the noble. Le Lion was a French coin of early date. 
See Le Blanc. 

N 3 fembling 
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jnfortned ; for in coinage he was never verfknt^ 
and therefore eafily milled. Mr. Ruddiman, 
upon the fubjedt of the copper coinage of Scot- 
land, had certainly a defign to excite our rifibi- 
lity, when he tells us, gravely, that money of 
this metal may have been very ancient in Scot- 
land, but the fpecimens now totally deftroy- 
cd, by lying fo long in the ground. He ought 
to have known that ruft preferves, and does not 
deftroy, copper; and that Roman copper coins, 
far more ancient than any Scotifh could poffibly 
have been, are yet often found, in perfe<9: pre- 
fervation, to this day, even in the corroding 
foil of Scotland, which he would paint a$ being 
as inimical to antiquities as that of Ireland is to 
vermin. 

All the Scotifh copper coin, down to James 
VL may be fafely regarded as black-money^ 
being of the fize of groats, half groats, and 
pennies, and intended to go as fuch. The ex- 
ainple of Henry VIII. of England had a bad 
cffedt upon mofl: of the money of Europe for 
fome years after 1 544, when he began fo much 
to debafe the Englilh coin. Hence more of the 
nioney of Mary is bad, than of her predecejSbr 
James V. The reader muft beware of arrang- 
ing, as copper coin of Mary, the very common 
billon pieces, of about the fize of a bodle, with 
ft thiftle crowned upon the front, and m. r. at 
the fides, marl^ p. g. R£gi:^a scotorvm; 
1 and 
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and upon the reverfe two fcepters, croffed, with 
a fleur de luce in the center, and a flouret of 
five leaves upon each fide, oppidvm edinbvrgi. 
They are copper it is true, but were all waflied 
with filver, tho from fome the filver has quite 
difappeared ;. and they feem to have been 
haftily {truck towards the end of her tumultu- 
ous reign, and to have pafled for fix pennies 
Scotifti, when the coin was as i to 6. 

During the reign of James VI. the copper 
coinage begun; and fpeedily increafed in it3 
fpecies. The penny, like the billon penny 
of Mary, has upon one fide i. r. under a 
crown, lACOBvs d. g. r. sco. ; the reverfe, 
a lion rampant, villa edinbvrg. The 
coin declining faft in fize, and, in 1601, be- 
ing to the Engliih as i to 12, and at its 
loweft value, unexpededly the Scotiih money 
affumed nearly the French Ihape. For the 
bodle^ equal in fize to the Hard, and worth two 
pennies Scotiih, was ftruck, and fo called from 
Bothwell, the mint-mafter at the time. The 
billon coin, worth fix pennies Scotiih, and called 
bas-piece, from the firft queftionable Ihape in 
which it appeared, being of what the French 
call bas'billorij or the worfl kind of billon, was 
now ftruck in copper, and termed, by the 
Scotiih pronunciation, baw-bee. This corre- 
fponded in value to the French /<?/, and Eng- 
liih halfpenny; and the penny Scotiih, now 

equal 
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equal to the French denier ^ was but the twelfth 
part of an Engliih penny, the fixth part of the 
baw-bee, and the half of the bodle. The tit* 
kinfons of James VI. I take to have beeii ottly 
the baw-bees, coined about 1582, when the 
money was to the Engliih as i to 8; biit upoli 
its falling to as i to 1 2, a third was added tX> 
their ralue of confequence, and they went fbr 
eight pennies *. 

* Fyncs Morifon, in his Itinerary, printed 1617, tells us of 
bthcr coins called placks, of 4 pennies Scotifli, artd hard-hca6s 
^ \d,\. The iirft is a familiar term of an ideal low coin in 
Scotland to this day, as I am .told; but its cxift«ttcc as a real 
coin is dubious : the lafl, if ever f^ruck, muft have been in imi- 
'tation of the \d.\ filyer piece of Elizabeth. But I am pofitiVc 
that Monfon's fugitive inttelligente mifled faiihj aivd that tfie 
liard-head is really the French bardUy Scotified. Hi&^ies were 
bhick-money, ftruck in Guicnne, and equals in all points, to the 
iiards ftruck in t)auphiny, tho the laft term obtained the prefer- 
«iire, and remains to this day. An orciinai^e of LdQts 3il. 
mentions their both havihg been current time out of mind; and 
the h^rdii is fuppofed to be fo called freih Philip le Hardi, 
under whom they were firft ftruck, and who began to reign in 
1270. Vcnuti, in DucarePs Anglo-Gallic Coins, is my author. 
>4ow the bardie^ as the Hard, was three deniersi or three pemiies 
ficotifli, inftead of a penny halfpenny. That French coins were 
▼try current in Scotland during and after the reiga of AJary, 
is rot to be wondered at, when the numbers of French employed 
in the Scotifli civil wars are confidcred. The old Scottfh ct)in» 
of copper will therefore ftand thus: 

A penny =. -/^ of a penny Engliih, 

Bodle = 2 pennies. 

Hardie = 3 pennies; the farthing Engliih. 

riack .-= 4 pennies. 

Bav.-bce = 6 pennies. , 

Atkinlbn =s 8 pciinics, ' 

This 
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This coinage continued the fame thro the 
reigns of Charles L and If. Scotiih copper 
coins of the former are, however, the fcarceft 
of any. The bodle of James V!. has the lion 
rampant upon one fide, and the thiille on the 
other ^ ; but thofe of his two firft fucceflbrs 
have c. R» or c. R. ii upon one iide« with the 
thiftle'on ihe reverfc. The. Scotiih pennies «f 
Charles IL are not very uiiconimoo ; they 
weigh only lo grains. .After 1660 we hear of 
twO'{)ennies^ bodies, and turners, the laft being 
another term for the baw-bee, by Ruddiman, 
derived from the French lurnois^ a word of 
very different found; but the piece was appa- 
rently fo called, like many other Scotiih coins^ 
from the moneyer's name. 

* There is a baw-bee of James VI. in Dr. Hunter's cabinet* 
with a very neat buft of that prince. The rcvcrfc, if I recoUcft 
right, is the thiftle, as on the lAter Scotiih baw-becs ; which, tho 
they pa/s even in England as EagliOi halfpence, afe not llisch 
above lialf the iize. They appe-ar of 4II the reians 'domi to 
Qucfu Anntv 
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Article IV, Scoiijh Medals. 



To enumerate all the medals ftruck in Scot- 
land were no difficult tafk; but only one or 
two of the principal, and moft remarkable, arc 
meant to be noticed here. The greater part, 
as may be feen in the latter plates of Anderfon's 
Numtfmata et D'lplomata Scotia^ confifts of thofe 
ftruck in oval forms by Mary, containing a va- 
riety of devices upon the reverfes, that princefs 
being fond of thefe fymbols, which the fre- 
quent tournaments rendered at that time, and a 
whole century afterwards, a favourite ftudy of 
the French court, where flie received her edu- 
cation. Thefe medals are very uncommon, 
efpecially in this country, fo much fo indeed, 
that, not having feen any of them, I can fay 
nothing of their execution. 

It is worthy remark, that a Scotifli medal of 
James IV, neccflarily ftruck before 15 13, when 
he was killed at Flodden, fliould be the very 
firft Britilh medal known, for it precedes that 
of Henry VIII. of England 32 years. J have 
never feen that piece, whiph muft indeed be 
almoft unique, nor had Anderfon feen it, for 
Ruddiman gives it in his Prefatory Differ ration 

from 
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from Evelyn^s work on Medals*, where the 
original print is to be found. The whole ap* 
pearance, characters, and every thing, are fo 
refembling the coins of that prince, that not 
the fmalleft doubt of its coeeval authenticity 
can exift. The front contains a very fine por- 
trait of James IV. in the collar of the order of 
St. Michael, iacobvs iiii. dei gratia rex 
scoTORVM. The reverfe prefents a Doric pillar 
(fit emblem of the unadorned ftrength of Scot- 
land), with a bufi: of a kind of JanuSj bearing 
two young laurelled heads, evidently both in- 
tended as portraits likewife of the king. This 
pillar (lands upon a fmall hill, beyond which is- 
a view of the fea, and land on either fide, with 
this legend, vtrvmqve. The two lands feen 
are evidently thofe of France and England; 
and the whole device declares his prudent in- 
tention to have a watchful eye upon both, 
Mr. Evelyn thinks this remarkable medal was* 
ftruck in 15 13, when James was preparing his 
force againft England; but I fee no pofiible 
reafon for this conjedure : and as there is no 
date on the piece, it will fit any year of his 
reign, from 149810 1513. Indeed there will 
be no improbability in fuppofing it even pridr 
to the papal ones of Julius II, about 1510; for 
if a king of Arragon had a medal ftruck in 

^ KumLfmata^ p. S8. 

1448, 
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ii|48, why may not a king of Scotland, not i 
much more remote province from Italy, the 
iiiat of the renewal of this art, have one of 

1500? 

l*hc next remarkable Scotifh medal is that 
inaiiguratiye of Francis II. of France and Mary 
of Scotland, tho it is more properly indeed 
French, being, as would feem, ftruck upon 
iheir coronation as king and queen of that 
<!Ountry. Jt prefents bufts of Francis and 
Mary, face to face, with three legends around 
them, the outermoft of which contains their 
titles, the middle one this Angular fentence, 

** Which wonders how the devil it got there:" 
nOHA NONA PQMINVS IlfS EXPJR^VIT BELLI 

PLAMAKS, a moft dminous motto, one would 
kaagine, tp a fuperftitioua ear. The innermoft 
legend is only the name of the city of Parts. 
There are fine French crowns of Francis and 
Mary, Hltewife prefcating them face to face, 
with the arnas of France and ScQtlMid ypoq the 
r«ver£b,. as is Ukewife the caf^ of ibe m^dsi juit 
meoticvied* Thefe crowns are ib fine and riar^ 
that Df, Hunter gave ten guineas for the one 
IB Us cabinet, which contaios as va^ mi VftiU 
cbofen a pf iva^r eoUe&ipn of all forts of cpins 
ind rpf^dalft as ^ny in die world. 

The fine crown of Mary and Henry, 1565^ 
is fo rare as to be efteetned a niedal of the 

higheii 
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high^ft valw; iHd«^4 « U wanting uv th^ veipy 
ikft gabmets»9nd there is hq doubt but it WQuld 
bf ing 40 or 5^0 guineas in ^ fal^* Henry 4ii4 
Msiry %pp^atr on it, facQ to fac^, with th^ir ti- 
tles; ^d the rqv^rfe b^ar^ the arcn^ of S^ot-* 
IdEid) with this legend, QVOS P£V9 con^vn^it 
19OM0 NQN $epari;t, It i» f^id that the eft- 
gr^vec at firQ; piac^ the king's name before 
the queep's i but the latter being oifended» th« 
^iece wa$ altejred* If any pattern exifts, before 
the alt^ratWn^ it were inv^lui^bk to the curioi^ 
coU^or^ 

Another remarkable medal of Mary is that 
which give9 her portrait fuU-facedj and >yeep« 

ing, O GOB GRANT PATXEyCS^ IN THAT ( 

svFFmi* vnANQt The reverfe l?as this infcrip- 
tioQ in the center, qyiio can comparb with 

MS IN GRRIV-^i^-I DIE ANP BAR NOCHT SEIS; 

E^l'i^iF; and this legend around, hovrt kot 
THE (figwe of ^ b^art) qvhais 10 y tbov 

ART *. 

. The l^ft Scotift oiedal which (hall be mea- 
tipQcd is the celebrated coronation medal q£ 
Charley L when he underwent his inauguratioiil 

at Edinburgh, 18 June, 1633. '^^^^ ^^^ ^^^^ 
cvted by Briot, an eminent French artifl. It 

♦ There arc medals of Lord Loudon, 1634, by Abraham' 
Bimoa; and of Charles Scton Earl of Dunfermline, 1646, and 
the Earl of Lauderdale, by Thomas Simon. Sec th^ Works of 
Simon, by Vcrtue. 

was 
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was the fir& piece ftruck in Britain with a le^ 
gend on the edge^ and was, it is fuppofed^ the 
only one ever coined ©f gold found in Scot- 
land *. On the front is the king's buft, crown- 
ed and robed, with his titles. The reverfe 
bears a thiftie growing, hinc nos^rae cre- 
tERE RosAE. Around the edge is, ex avro 

VT IN SCOTIA REPERITVR BRIOT FECIT 

EDiNBVRGi, 1^33- This medal is in the 
ftylc of what the French call piedforts^ that 
is, very thick for its fize, which is about that 
of half a crown. The relief is, however, very 
flat, and the whole workmanfhip, if compared 
to Simon's, not highly laudable. . The legend 
of the edge is very well, as the art then flood, 
and is crenatcd with fmall upright ftrokes, 
which have a good efFeft, and which I have ob- 
ferved in no other coin. There muft have been 
Very few (truck on the Scotiih gold; for not 
above three are known to exift, whereof one is 
in the Mufcum. The piece is even very un- 
common in filver, in which metal it wants the 
legend on the edge, which conftitutes its chief 
curiofity and merit. It was evidently in rival- 

* I have the impreffion, in lead, from the dye of a French 
medal of this fort. It is larger than dollar fize, and bears a fine 
buft of Henry IV. HENRicvs iiii. D. G. franc, et 
VAVAR. REX. 2602; reverfe, an altar, upon which two pillars 
fupport a crown, regis sacra foedera magnij and 
upon the altar, EX avro francigena an. foed. reno. 

EFFOSSO. 

ihip 
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ihip n> this that Simon g$<ve his fine mtdH of 
Qliver, the fcverfe of which is an olive-tree, 
NON DEFICIENT OLiVAE : ahd, had not Simon 
exefted his miracukms art & foon after, per- 
haps the medal of Briot might have had mW 
a higher reputation, tho it is doubtlefs, taken 
altogether, of fine executioa for the time. 



A R T I c L B V. Trijb Coins. 



There neVer betng,^ ib fiir as I khojiv^ aii3r 
medals &ruck in Ireland, this article is conjihedk 
to the coins of^that country f . Indeed the Ijiik 
coins iihemfelves are & totally onirapoctant^ 
confifling entirely of coins of EnglH^ princsJ^ 
ftruck in that kingdom, that a very few notices 
will fuffice concerning them. It is true there ate 
varioua conxs: with no legends, or with uniatelH^ 
gtble ones, found in Ireland, but they, with thofe 
found of the fame kind in Scotland and the B& 
of Man, may with more. probability be regardied 
as Runic, and afcribed to the 1>anes, invaders 
of thefe countries, and often defeated, tbeofce 
leaving their dead^ and the treafures of thev 



.♦ « 



^For the Iri(h coins this wovk is muck indebted to. JimoB^ 
ElTay 00 Irifh Coinsi Dublin, i74^j 4toi ' ,^ 

O etmp. 
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camp, to be rifled by their foes, than to the 
ancient monarchs of thofe countries where they 
are found. 

Leaving the fabulous hiftory of Ireland to 
people credulous of nonfenfe, the firft coins 
which occur, apparently of an Irifli mint *, are 
thofe of Sihtric king of Northumberland and 
part of Ireland in the year 949. They bear 
the king's name, sihtrc rex dvfli, around 
his bull:, and the reverfes prefent names of 
/moneyers. Dufli is allowed to be Dublin^ It 
is fomething furprifing that Mr. Simon, in his 
Eflay on Irifh coins, fpeaks of Sihtric as a 
Danilh prince who reigned in Ireland f . Was 
1^. ignorant that Sihtric was the Anglo-Saxon 
king of Northumberland? He feems to fliew 
the like want of knowlege as to Anlaff, ano- 
ther king of Northumberland, and to mention 
his Irifli coin as of^a monarch v^ho reigned in 
Ireland only. This was certainly owing to his 
wifli of giving Ireland one native and peculiar 

.* The coins afcribed to Donald and Ivar by Simou are dubious 
to an high degree. Th^y may as well belong to kings of Scot- 
land, or any other country^ the legend it fo unintelligible. 
Tboffi in Simon's fupplement are no better. 

f Kedder,a native of Stockholm, and a iheer antiquary, in X70S 
publilhed Nummorian in Hibernia, andquam bac Injuloyfub Hen" 
rieo IL Anglue Regt^ At^lici faSa fit juris^ cufirum Jndagatio,^ 
Lipiiae, 410. Thie coins he produces are all of Sihtric and other 
Anglo-Saxon kings of Ireland. Edgar king of England con- 
quered all Ireland, ^s hjB alTercs himfelf in the charter of Ofwald- 
ila\¥. dated at Gloceder, 964. 

' ' "- com 
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com it leaft ; for he allows the coins of Ethel- 
red, 866; Edred, 948; and Edgar, 959; to 
belong to Englifh princes of thofc names : as 
indeed, when all England obeyed one monarch 
in Egbert, Dublin, and that part of Ireland 
formerly in poffeffion of the kings of North- 
umberland, of courfe fell into the hands of Eg* 
bert and his fucceffurs. Ireland, which was 
totally conquered, in Henry the Second's time, 
by Robert Fitz- Stephen and Richard Strong* 
bow earl of Pembrojce, with 1630 men only, 
feems to have been regarded by the former 
Engliih monarchs as a pofleffion not worth 
holding after Ethelred lU 979, commenced the 
ftruggles with the Danes by the inhuman and 
imprudent malTacre of all thofe to be found in 
England. The fucceeding Daniih invafions 
called for all the force which the Engliih mo- 
narchs could mufter, and there is little doubt 
but that daring them the Engliih garrifon was 
withdrawn from Ireland to ftrengthen their own 
country ; and the Engliih dominion in Ireland 
was thus filently reiigned. The numerous 
petty monarchs conquered by the generals of 
Henry II. evince Ireland to have been, after the 
retreat of the Engliih a century or two before, 
the feat of numerous Fingalian chiefs, neither 
in poiTeifion of filver or artifts to coin it^ In- 
deed thofe chiefs, or kings, pr patriarchs, or 

O 2 what 
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what - you willy of whom a fcore could be fub* 
clued by 1630 men, muil have been poor and 
weak indeed : and to look for their coinage 
were to look for that of the old chiefs of high^ 
land clans. 

In 1172 Henry II. was Lord of Ireland^ for 
to take the name of king over fuch a couatrjr 
would have been deemed a profanation of that 
auguft title i and this addition of Lord of Ire- 
land ^ continued for many centuries aftewards. 
King of Ireland was a ftyle then defpifed by 
the Englilh monarchs, but that country is now 
one, of the brigbtefl. jewels in their crown, and 
the title worthy of a rank with that firft in the 
worlds King of Great Britain. None of the 
Irifh coins of Henry II. are yet found : the 
$rft are of John his fucceffor. The Irifli coins 
from John to Henry V. are known by the tri- 
angle enclofing the kii\g's head : after Henry V. 
they are diftinguiihed by the names of Iriih 
cities where they were (truck. It may be fup* 
pofed, indeed, that no Irifh money was coined 
by Henry II. The triangle, which appears in 
that of John, is confidered by fome antiquaries 
as alluding to the triangular ihape of the harp^ 

'* The fovercignty of Ireland was thus thought much infcriorip 
tliat of Aciuitain, a province of France. From the latter the title 
of Duke wis dcrired ; from tl^e former only a Baron's %1e. See 
cht coins of Edward III. This dyU coucinued ta.1541 I 

the 
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the badge of Ireland, But it is merely a mark 
of diftinftion, and appears on coins of other 
countries about that period. The harp is never 
feen upon Irilh coin till the reign of Henry 
VIII. ; and it will be difficult to carry the anti- 
quity of that badge much higher. 

The Irilh coin being the fame in all refpefts 
with the other money ftruck by the kings of 
England, it is perfedly needlefs to take any 
iioticc of it till fome flight differences* arife. 
Theft b*gin in 1601, when copper pennies and 
half-pence were coined for Ireland by Eliza- 
teth, tho Ihe would not liften to a copper 
coinage in England. Thefe circulated in Ire- 
land when James L publiihed his copper far- 
thing-tokens; and the laft are of two iizes, in 
order that if they failed in England they might 
be fent to Ireland as pennies and half-pence. 
In 1635 a mint was eflabliihed in Dublin by 
-Charles I. ; but the Iriih maffacre, and the un- 
happy difturbances which followed, put a flop 
to it, and that plan has never iince been re- 
fumed. After that mafTacre, 1 641, the papifts 
".ftruck what are called St. Patrick's half-petice 
and farthings, known by the legends flokeax 
rex; reverfe ecce GKEx;^and the farthing 
oyiESCAT PLEBS. In Cromwell's time copper 
tokens were ftruck by towns and tradefmen, as 
in England. In 1680 half-pence and farthings 
were given by authority with the harp and date. 

O 3 James 
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James II. arriving in Ireland from France in 
1689, to make a ftruggle for his loft domi- 
nions, he inftituted a mint, and on the i8th 
June iffued ftiiilings; and half-crowns on thc^ 
27th of the fame month. Thefe coins arc 
ftruck of all the refufe metal which could be 
got : fome brafs guns cfpecially were em- 
ployed, whence the coinage is generally called 
gun-money. The half-crowns gradually dimi- 
niihed in fize, as the metal became fcarce, 
from June 1689 to July 1690: and the month 
of their mintage being always upon them, this. 
decreafe is eafily marked. Pennies and half- 
pennies of lead mixed with tin, and crowns of 
white metal, were publiihed in March 1690: 
and other crowns of gun-metal 15 June 1690, 
of the fize of half-crowns, and known by 
having no month marked on them, as the half- 
crowns have. The crowns of white metal» 
which are very fcarce, have James on horfe- 
back, with titles no longer his ; and on the re- 
verfe the arms, christo victore trivmpho, 
with this legend on the rim, melioris tessera 

TATC ANNO REGNI SEXTO. JamCS, hoWCVCr, 

having totally miftaken Chrift's meaning in the 
legend of his crown pieces, and being com- 
pletely defeated, left Ireland in July 1690; 
but a few half-pence were ftruck in Limerick 
by his adherents, 1691,, called Hibemias^ from 
t'.ie rcverfe. 
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In 1/22 WilUatn Wood, Efq, acquired from 
Oebrge I; the famous patent which excited 
ruch difcontent in Ireland. This was for coin* 
ing halfpence and farthings; and the lofs to 
Ireland, from the fmall fizc allowed to thefe 
pieces by the patent itfdf^ was eflimated at 
60,000/. ; but Wood caqfed them to be ftruck 
of a far fmaller form than the patent bore^ fo 
that his gain would have been near 100,000/. 
They arc, however, of very fine copper and 
workmanihip, and have the beft portrait of 
George I* perhaps to be any where found. Sir 
Ifaac Newton, then at the head of the mint, 
faid they were fuperior to the Englifli in every 
thing but fize. In 1737, ^^th of George II, 
Iriih halfpence and farthings were again coined 
of juft fize and weight, with the harp only on 
the reverfe ; and the like are continued to this 
day. There being no mint in Ireland they arc 
all coined at the Tower, and fent to that king« 
dom, whence they return in the courfe of cir- 
culation, and are as common here as the Brijtilh. 
In 1760, however, there was a great fcarcity of 
copper coin in Ireland ; upon which a fociety of 
Irilh gentlemen applied for leave, upon propet 
conditions, to coin halfpence; which being 
granted, thofe appeared with a very bad por- 
trait of George 11. and voce popvli around it. 
The bull bears a much greater refemblance to 
the gretendcrj but whether this was a piece 

O4 gf 
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of ^9ggctj in the o^aver, or only amfe fircMxi 
his ignorance in drawings rao& be ksGt in 
dbubc* 

. Since the abolition of. the mrnt crc9£ted b^ 
Charks I^ which hap{)ened about 1640^ lio 
gold or fiiver coins have been ftruck with tlie 
Jn0) b^dge, but copper only. The fpkd and 
fiiver ftioney, previous to the itbove pmad, is 
not diAin& from thiat of England^ but by tite 
harp upon the reverfe after that {ynAxA i^^ 
adopted by Henry VUL : and the trisngte and 
namcH of cities^ as mentioned before, upon tbe 
more ancient. To make any further relstioii 
of it wef e therefore lamecefiary* 
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SECTION XX. 



Obfittvatiom en the Trogrefs of the Britijh 

Coinage. 



BEFORE fiating fome notices upon thb 
interefiiog fubjed, it will be proper to 
examine a little the metals employed in our 
mint. 

To afcertain the purity of gold, a kind of mi- 
crometer is ufed^ confifting of 24 degrees^ each 
^^egree being again divided into quarters* The 
common eftimation of gold by carats is meant^ 
the utmoft finenefs of that metal being marked 
at the higheft degree, or twenty-four carats*. 

Thefe 

* M. de faucourty in tbe Encyclopedie, fcems to fpeak other* 
wU»| for he tells iis that an ounce of goldy at 14 carats fine, has 

'5* 
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Thefe whole 24 carats, confidered as a wdghtjj 
form but about the fixth part of an oun< 
Troy, or that ufed in goldfmith's work and] 
mintage; but are feldom or never viewed iii| 
this light, the carat-weights being always em« 
ployed about pearls, precious ftones^ gold^ anctl 
fuch articles of fmall fize and vaft price ♦• 
This divifion extends over almofl all Europe;] 
but in France the carat is fometimes confidered 
as containing 4 grains, and at other times as 
confifting of 32 divifions, each divifion being 
the 8th part of a grain. Thefe divifions are 
now and then inaccurately marked grains^ by 
Ignorant and carelefs writers; by which means 
we meet with 23 carats 1 6 grains, and the like, 
in fome French works. The Engliih gold- 
fmiths have likewife the fmaller divifions of 20 
.mites to the grain, 24 droits tOvthe mile, 20 
perits to the droit, and 24 blanks to the perit; 
but they are feldom or never ufed in fpeaking 
of coinage. 

'' - • . 

IC2 grains fine gold, and 24 grains alloy.. Perhaps he fpealcs of 
thymic gold. Encyclopedie, Neufch. 1765, art. MoNNOYB.*-* 
It mad, however J be allowed, that no gold otSt be made c^utte fo 
4ine as 14 carats, but always wants a quarter' of a grain. Ftaa 
l^otd is {oh and flexible is melting. waz> but a rery Ut^e ^dloy 
hardens it. 

* The carat-grain is but '^ of the grain Troy, the carat being 
only 3y grains Troy. The Venetians have an a&ual weight of 
proportion, called a carat, 1 50 to the ounce Troy, which is the 
raie of ours. See Harris on Money and Coins, 

The 
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The gold employed in Englilh coin was 
commonly twenty three carats three grains and 
a half fine; that is^ contained only an ]92d 
part alloy, till Henry VIIL debafcd it, by de- 
grees, even to 20 carats, in his laft coinage, of 
I 546. This was, however, the only coinage of 
that degree; but in moft fucceeding reigns, to 
a very late period, I fuppofe that of George I, 
-^coinages of gold have been given at 22 carats^ 
ibmetimes with two carats, and at others with 
only one carat, alloy. Such is called crown 
£old, becaufe the. crowns and half-crowns of 
Henry VIIL were of that ftandard, as well as 
. all the gold crowns and half-crowns of iuc- 
ceeding reigns. The gold has now its priftine 
chaftity of twenty-three carats three grains and 
a half ;fine, and half a grain, of either filver or 
copper, alloy. This purity is only rivalled by 
the coin of Venice, which has the fame; the 
other European gold being inferior, and fome 
of it, as jthe Friench louis d*or,, not above 21 
carats fine. 

The eftimate of filver is by the pound weight 
Troy, of 12 ounces, each ounce being 20 
penny-weights, as the penny-weight is\24 
grains. Our filver coinage is 1 1 ounces 2 
penny-weights fine, with 18 penny-weights of 
copper alloy; that is, about a 13th part. The 
admifl[ion of fo much alloy is owing to the 
ibfcnefs of t;he metal, which is very great ; fo 

that, 



/ 



I 



*04 AN ESSAY ON MEDAL5. 

'thttt, even with this alloy, filver coinage is foon " 
fo.much worn as to lofe all impreffion. In- 
deed the only Ufe of alloy, in genuine coinage, 
4S to harden the fine metal, and to pay the ex- 
pcnces of the mint; not to add the great ex- 
j)ence there is in refining metal to its utmoft 
.purity, gold being never found above 22 carats 
fine, and feldom that. 

Of the copper nothing need be faid^ favc 
tthat, in the firft coinages of that metal, Swedifh 
copper was ufed; but fince fo many excellent 
amines of copper have been found in this ifland^ 
the Engltlh has been employed. 

The coinage of England, as always equal, or 
•foperior to any modern coinage, in the purity 
of the metals employed, fo has maintained an 
equal pre-eminence in workmanihip, till within 
9L ver)' late period. The ufe of the hammer iti 
•fabricating money being the dhly method firft 
•known, was of very eafy management and ex- 
ipctux; and hence the vaft number of mints 
known in almoft every city of England during 
^ht firft feigns after the Gonqueft, and the num- 
-ber of money ers* wbofe names appear cmi the 
«arly coin, fometimes amounting to a hundred, 

- * Thefc names would fetm to kave been of the engraver of the 
dye, not of the mooeycr, by wkich nsifne I uirderiUnd in»Aerof 
the kittle roint; for the fame names appear on Engli(h and ScotUb 
fnoney of the fame period, and the the artiH might travel al^out, it 
'%%. nut to'be thiHight t^t the Hiafier did. 

or 
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or near, upon that of one prmce. But liluftjra-* 
^ions upQn the early E.nglilh mints muft b^ left 
ro fome diligent antiquary, the fubj.edt never 
leaving as yet been examined properly, tho of 
much curiofity. 

It is the workmanibip of the Engliih coinage 
which is meant to be the fubje^ of this fedion^ 
This, like that of all the world, during tJie 
cniddie ages, mull be allov^ed to have iinaU 
title to praife. In the rei^ of Edward Ul, 
when gold, and-a larger fize of filver than pen- 
nies, were firft ftruck, the coin is very tolera^ble^ 
and certainly fup^rior to any other money in tho 
world of that period. 

A remarkable feature of the modern hanif 
mered coin is its tbinnefs, and large fize in re* 
fpeA of its value* Hence no relief could well 
be given to its impreffion, a fault certainly of 
choice, and not neceffity, for the hammer wa^^ 
the only mode known to the Greek and R^omaii 
mints. 

Conftantine the Ift, or the Great, if you: 
plcafe, is faid to have ordered the Roman coin 
to be ftruck thin, and confequenrly with very 
little relief^ in order thaj: the common fraud of 
covering lead or copper with gold or filyer, 
which we know the thicknefs of the ancient 
coin led to, might be prevented. But, in fadt, 
the' money got thinner and thinner, by the 
gradual decline of art„ long before and after 

the 
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the time of Conftantine; and it was barbarifnl, 
and not prevention of frauds which caufed this 
alteration. 

No great improvement can be obfcrved in 
the Engliih coinage till the introduction of the 
mill in place of the hammer. The mill ufed 
in mhitage was invented by Antoine Brucher, in 
the reign of Henry IL of France; and the firft 
money was ftruck with it in that kingdom rn 
the year 1553. The ufe of it continued there 
till 1585, when, in the fifteenth year of Henry 
III., it was difcontlnued, becaufe of its great 
expenc^ in comparifon of the other plan. Nor 
was it revived till 1643, when, by an cdiA of 
Louis XIV, it was eftabliihcd for ever. 

Elizabeth, ever zealous of the glory of her 
kingdom, and defirdus of making it, in every 
refpeft, equal to any other in Europe, had 
milled money, ftruck in England, fo early as 
1562. Its continuance, however, was not then 
above ten years ^, and the hammer was again 
adopted as of far lefs expence; an example 
which was foon followed by France, as the after 
fuccefs of the mill in England was the caufd 
of its re eitablifhment in that kingdom, in 

1645- 

* Philip Meftrcl, a Frencliman, brought the mill over here, in 
the reign of Elia^abcth. He was hanged at Tyburn, for forging 
the coin of the kingdom, in is<>9> 17th January. Stow's Annals, 
f, 66i.*-DiU Elizabeth's milled money ccafe with him? 

Brio|4 
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Briot, a French artift of confiderable merit, 
after making feveral unfuccefsful attempts to 
perfuade the government of France to adopt 
again the ufe of the mill, came to England in 
1623. Being favourably received, he ftruck 
feveral coins, chiefly pattern pieces, in this 
-way; but the mill was not in conftant and 
authorized ufe in the Engliih mint till 1662. 
It has been jufl faid, that the fuccefs of the mill 
in this country occafioned its re-eftabliiliment in 
France, in 1645; and for this there is the au- 
thority of M. dc Jaucourt, a well-informed 
writer : yet it is fomething doubtful if France 
did not fet the example to us ; for it is certain 
that fo little of our coin was milled before 
%.662, that it is not to be fuppofed any example 
. of utility could be derived from it. The mill 
was always, from its invention, ufed in France 
for medals and jettons, tho difcontinued in 
common coinage; and it is probable that the 
tafte for medals infiilled into Louis XIV, and 
ihewn afterwards in the vaft number he ftruck, 
was the great caufe of the revival of the fine 
coinage, produced by means of the mill, in 
preference to the rudenefs of the modern ham- 
mered money. 

Be this as it may, the coinage of England 
was, foon after the revival of the mill in this 
kingdom by Briot, carried to a pitch of per- 
fection which it never had reached; and, in 

poin( 
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potot of workmaafliipy never will in fiMre 
aitiain. The reader will infiantly percme 
that the miraculous works of Thomas Simoa 
are meant ; works which excell, and wilt 
ever excell any of the kind^ either suicient or 
|nodem. 

The greater number of medals any peribn 
has fcen, the more he will be inclined to allour 
this praife to be juft. One of the fmalleft pieces* 
of Simon, the little oval medal of Oiiver, in 
copper, with the olive tree on the revcrfe, may 
be compared with the moft finiihed works of 
other medalllc artiAa^ not excepting the great 
names of Parife, Karlfleen, Hamerani, Daffier, 
Urbaj^t, Croker, and Heydlinger. What then 
ihall 6e faid of ^ his large and moft elaborate 
produ&ions ? But referring thofe who widi for 
fuller information upon this point to Mr. Ver*^ 
tue's Account of Simon's Works*, a few ne- 
marks only, pertinent to the prefent fubjedr'rf 
the progrefs of the Engliih coinage, fiiall be' 
Uid before the reader, with reg^ird to tlie la* 
hours of this furprizing artiih 

The firft coins of t>in\on are the gold and 
filvcr pieces of the Gommbnwealth, 1648. 
After he had been brought from YorifcfeiF#, 
fuppofed his native county, by Briot, on his 

* An improveil edulcm of diis work lias lately Ueca publiihe^ 
wUh valuable addition, by Mr. Gpogh. 

return 
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m^turn from Scotland in 1633^ he had unproved 

jdjrprizingly in a Ihort time; infomuch that^ by 

His mailer's intereft, as would appear^ he got 

^ place at the mint not long after^ tfao he had 

no opportunity of difplaying his talents till the 

Commonwealth employed him to cut their 

great feal, and afterwards the dyes of their 

coin *. This work he performed fo well, that 

lie was continued in his place of firft engraver 

at the mint. 

This Commonwealth money is, however, 
hammered, and not milled, fave the patterns 
df 165.1 'j, and has the grand faults of the for- 
mer coin, largenefs and thlnnefs. But, under 
Oliver, the old aukward broad piece begins firft 
to affume the more decent, tho by no means 
perfedt, form of the guinea; and the whole 
coin gets more folid and compad:. The coins 
engraved by Simon for the Proteftor are the 
• . , twenty* 

* Simon's firft work is the great feal of tlie Admiralt/y 1636, 
and was of exquifite workman(hip» the fhip being finiihed with . /' 
aftoniihing roinutenefs. Briot returning to France in 16469 Uy . 
Simon fucceeded as chief engraver at the mint. Cromwell's 
warrant appoints him fole chief engraver for life, July 1656. 
Salary 30/.: and 13/. 6/. 8</. as medal-maker.. Charles II, / 
made his whole falary 50/. He was paid for his works befides. 

t Leake's Account of Englifh Money, 1745, ^^^* ^d edit,— 
Blondeau arrived from France, by order of the Council of State 
of the Commonwealth, September 1649. After feveral ftruggle^ 
with the people of the mint, both gave milled patterns of moft 
£lver coins in »65i. The crown and half-crown of Blondeaut 
l^avc a legend on the edge; his (hilling and fizpence ars grained, 
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twenty - ihiUiog piece, ^bereof tixt pattera^^ 
itruck in large as ufual, are calkd fifty-ihi^i^ 
pieces by the ig^oraat; and tke tcg-fcUling 
piece. Of the lait, however, the dye was osAy 
prepared ; which comiag into the hands e£ 1^« 
Folkes, about 1760, he had a few ftru^k frioai 
it, which are the only ones in exifieace; Thefe 
are the gold; and the filvcr coaS&a of the 
crown, half-crown, fluUing, and lialMhiHwg» 
Of thefe the crowns are very fcarce-; and the 
dye having received a flaw below the neck, 
after a few wer^ ftruck, thofe without the line 
pccafioned by this flaw are ftill o£ much greater 
fcarcity than the others. Bat the want of this 
mark of the flaw is by no means Co be efteemed 
a iign of forgery, as Mr. Leake Itrangely tells 
us ; as if coins of Simon were to be coimter-* 
feited ! The half-crown is not fi> fcarce, but 
of equal beauty : the fliilling is the moft com- 
ipon, but very fine. The fixpence, or half- 

Thc patterns of Ramagc, who was eippioycd by the mint, have 
the fliield of England, fupportcd by angels, with the legend, 
GVARDED WITH ANGELS. All thcfc patterns arc yery 
fcarce, but particularly thofc of Ramage, who only ftruck iz 
patterns in all, while Blondeau took 300. Ramage's half-crown 
was lately fold f6r 12L los* Simon was employed by Blondeau, and 
got at his fecret 5 of the mill and legend on the edge by working 
tinder him. In 1652 the people of the mint complaining againfl 
Blondeau, as a forger, becaufe he had given patterns of the cur* 
rency, without a warrant under the great feal, it is likely that 
he returned to France in a fright^ for we hear no more of him 
after this, 

fliilling, * 
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Ibitlmg^ is the rareft of all ; infomuch that 
net above half a dozen arc thought to exift, 
wdiercof perhaps four are pattern pieces. In 
copp^ the pattern farthings of Oliver are by 

In all thefc coins tlie mill is ufed, and their 
pelff^ton evinces the merit of fhat invention; 
bat thty ar^ fo fcarce that an opinion has been 
efttert^ned that the money of Oliver never was 
in circulation* Yet nrany tvventy-ftiilling pieces 
aftd ihi11if¥g$ of Oliver arc feen, fo much worn 
as to have almoft loft all impreflion ; which 
cmifutes the j?etnark of thofe who affert that all 
Oliver's pieces are fo finely preferved, that it is 
evident they never were current calh *. The 
teil*^Uing piece, a»d the half*fhilling, could 
n^eret be in citcutation : of crowns very few 
evet ckculaice^ becaufe few are flruck, and even 
thofe few are hoarded; and it is likely that not 
tftany of tfee hal&crowns were iftued. Indeed^ 
. the extreme beaf^ty of the whole fet, and the 
^eat ple&cy 0I the CommomVealth money, will 
cXfStk§t all wOfidei^ at the prefervation of moft of 
the p^ces^. 

As, in thi's illuftriovts coinage, the mill firft 
difplayed its advantages in full fplendor, and an 

* There is, in my pofieflion, a forged Ihilling of Oliver, evi- 
dently intended for circulation, and not for the connoifTeur • 
whkh affords a llrong proof of their abundant currency ; one 
or two others have likewifc cotnc in my way. 

P ^ artic J 
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article new to our tnoney^ and, it is fttfpeSked^ 
to that of any other kingdom, the marking a 
legend on the edge was introduced, it will not 
be improper to dwell a moment upon thefe 
points. The advantages of the mill over the 
former method are indeed fa obvious> upoa a 
bare comparifon of the produ&s, that it is al- 
moil unneceflary to mention that one €>f the 
gjreateft of thefe advantages confifts in the firm 
and uniform force lent to the dye at once, io 
much fuperior to the repeated exertions of the 
hammer. By this means an impreffion, infinitely 
fwperior, is given; and the moft minute ftroke» 
are procured from the dye, in all their delieacy» 
If the reader would fee the diiference bctweeor 
the mill and the hammer, in point of delicacy> 
let him compare the froft-work in the fhields. of 
the Commonwealth money with that oa the. 
owns of Oliver. 

It is believed that Simon firfl: introduced th^ 
idea of marking the crown and half-crown with • 
a legend on the edge, as an oraament and 
proteftion to the coin. Of this grt the invented 
is unknown-, but the firft piece, which is yet: 
known to be an inftance of it, is a medal of Fer* 
dinand Duke of Florence, in 1 603.. We have 
feen that Briot gave the firft fpecimen of it In 
Great Britain upon his Scotifh coronation me- 
dal, 1633; and Simon now introduced it into 
the larger coin, with great propriety, as it is 

both 
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both' ornamental^ and iMreferves fucli piecet 
from being clipped. 

The method ia which this was performed till 
168 5^ when a better plan fucceeded, tho given 
in the Encyclopedic, is yet conveyed in fo fliort 
-a manner, that, I muft confefs, it is not intdi* 
ligible to me; but the original defcriptioB, 
with what can be made of it, wili be found be- 
low*. The procefe, fincc 1685, is by means 
of a very fimple, but not the lefs ingenious^ 
^caachine, invented by M^ Caftain^, and thea 

-• 4s Cette operation fe faiTott en 'mettant le flanc dmn une virole 
** Julie, qo'il ejccedoit de hauteur } et en frappant defTus pluiieuM 
** coups de balancier; la mattere s'etendoity et re^evoit I'ein* 
'** preinte des lettres qui etoient gravies fur ^a virole." EncycL 
jurt. M$imQye^ That is, literally tranflated : ^ This operation 
** was performed by putting the piece, before it was f^amped with 
•** the dye, into a ferule of its fize, which itiuiiweTer exceeded in 
'* height; and in ftriking it with repeated ftrokes of ^he prefs«or 
** 4ntlly the metal extended itfelf, and received the impreflion of 
** the letten which were engraved en the ferule.'* The difficulty 
-Jy^s in there being n« defcription of this idroU, or ferule : we aire 
indeed referred 10 that article, of which all that is the leail like 
the matter runs thus : <* ViROLE : petite bande de fer, d'argenty 
^* ou d'autre metal, qui fert et entoure le petit bout du manche 
^ d'une clefne, ferpette, maneau, pcfon, xouteau, &c« qui fert a 
** tenir la meche de Talumele ferme dans le manche.*' ** A i(i* 
*'roU is a fmall fillet of iron, filler, or other meul, which 
f** clofely furrounds ithe fmall end of the handle of knives, ham* 
<< mers, fpindle^ &c..: iind which ferves.to hold the inferted part 
<<.of the knife firm in Its handle." This is nothing 1 hut fuch is 
the Encyclopedic^ which, with its eternal reference;! to other ar* 
tides in confequence of its horrible plan, ^«d blunders thence 
.ariiiqg, may be fafely regarded, if coniidered.as.a whole, as a dif* 
£race| and not an ornament, to fcience. 



1 
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firft introduice4 intQ tlje Frendi mint; Imt 
iince, it is believed, into all the mints in £u* 
rope ; a defcription of which, taken from the 
Encyclopedic, flxall now be laid hekxe the rea- 
der. This procefs is indeed kept a feverc ffc^ 
cret at our mint, and the men employed fworq 
not to reveal it ; but as it is openly done at all 
other mints, and given in fo well known a book 
as the Encyclopedic, and in the Englifli Cyclo- 
pedias, there can be no harm in ftating it here* 

The mac^hine for this purpofe confifts of two 
plates of fleel, each being in the oblong fhapc 
of a flat ruler, of about a line thick. Upop 
their edge is engraved the legend, half upon 
one plate, and half upon the other. One of 
thefe plates is motionlefs, and fattened with 
fcrews to a plate of copper, which is again fe-? 
cured to a very thick table. 

Sometimes little plates which bear the le*- 
gends are fattened in the infide of the above 
plates of fteel, and at other times the legend is 
engraved upon the latter th^mfelveg ; bwt the 
former feems the beft way, if the legend is often 
chaliged. 

The other plate of fteel is moveable, and is 
placed parallel to the fixed one, at a diftancc 
proper to admit the coin between them. Thp 
moveable plate Aides upon the plate of copper, 
to which the other is fattened, by means of a 

pini- 
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pinioned or indented iron wheel moved by a 
handle, the teeth of this wheel catching an 
indentation which is upon the upper face of 
the Aiding plate of fteel, and fo moving it a* 
long. 

From the prints which accompany the dc- 
fcription, it appears that the fmall plates, upon 
which the legend is moft commonly engraved, 
are fo cut upon the infcribed edge, that, below 
the letters in each, and all along that fide, runs 
a fmall projedion of metal, upon which the 
coin may roll without falling down between 
them, or touching the copper plate below.. 
When the machine is therefore ready for the 
infertion of the coin, the two plates with the 
legend on their edges are even at the ends, and 
the legend runs fo that the firfl half of it being 
on the moveable one, for inftance, the other 
lialf on the fixed plate Hands exadily oppofite to 
It. 

Thus the piece before it is coined, being 
placed horizontally between the fteel plates, is 
led on by the motion of that which is move- 
able, joined to the letters catching its edges, 
fo that, when it has defcribed a femicircle, both 
halves of the legend are upon it, and it is en- 
tirely marked. When it reaches the end of the 
legend, and of the fteel plates, it falls off, and 
drops thro a hole in the table into any recepta- 
cle which is placed to receive it. 

P 4 For 
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Fot this defcriptiqn, which :1 hope is very 
clear, I am more indebted to the plates than to 
the account given in the Encyck)pedie, which 
is a very brief, and of confequence a very lame 
one. We are there told, that by the help of 
this machine one man may mark 20,000 coins 
in a day. 

To return to the coins of Simon, that won- 
derful artift continued in his employ naent at 
the mint after the Reftoration ; but hammered 
money being again ftruck after that event, his 
Jkill was lefs vifible in the coin, and was chiefly 
exerted in feveral fine medals, feals, &c, Yet^ 
when the ufe of the mill was, in 1662, finally 
adopted, Simon found himfelf negleded by 
Charles II., who had brought over two Flemilh 
artifts called Roettiers with him, whom he em- 
ployed in the coinage *. Simon, in the pride 
of emulation, produced that exquifite crown 
piece, commonly called, by way' of eminence, 
his Tryal Piece, which will ever be the wonder 
of the world. From the relief implored of 
the king in the petition round the edge, it 
would feem that Simon*s large family encum- 
bered hini much, for the falary was 50/. a year : 
and he had made cohCderable fums by his 
works, for which he was paid befides, fo as to 

* Others fay, the Roettters >vere called over in 1662 by the di- 
rcftors of tlie mint, as Simon's works proceedpji tooilpwly- The 
firfliniiled liioney of 1662 is by the Roettiers. , 

be 
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be the proprietor of a farm or two. However, 
even this wonderful piece of workmanfliip had 
no efFedt upon Charles, whofe tafte and facul- 
ties were always befotted with low pleafures. 
Roettier continued in employ ment ; and of Si- 
mon we know little more but that he died, in 
1665, as was fuppofed, of the plague, but, ac- 
cording to others, after he retired into his na- 
tive county. Suppofing him twenty years of 
age when taken under Briot*s care in 1633, he 
was only fifty-two when he died, leaving behind 
him the juft reputation of being the fir ft artift 
in this line whom the world . had beheld, or 
could hope to behold. His works might in- 
deed have been more perfeft, had they more re- 
lief; but, for the want of this, his inimitable 
froft-work atones, by deepening the ihades, and 
thus giving the full effe£t of high relief. It 
might more juftly be faid that, had he confined 
this froft-work to the flefli, for which its foftnefs 
finely adapts it, and given the hair and gar- 
ments in another ftyle, his works would have 
been perfection itfelf. 

It has ever been the curfe of this country 
that, while it fuperabounds in men calculated 
for all the arts and employments, yet, by a 
fingular frenzy, foreigners are always fure to 
obtain the preference. This muft ftrike every 
perfon in the competition of Simon, a fuperla- 
tive native artift, with Roettier, a very middling 

4 foreign 
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foceigD one. But fuch has ever been the c^e s 
Cho in a-couQtry equal, as this is, to any in die 
-world tor every art, fave painting, it isa fbame 
to put for^gn artifts into thofe fituati<ms, whicfa. 
fuperior fltUl and excellence, with other grand. 
conljderations, entitle natives alone to fill. In 
a kingdom where the natives are not equal to 
the aits, as is the cafe in Ruffia juft now, fo- 
reigners ought to be employed ; but, in any 
other, it is a tacit confeffion, either of the igno- 
rance of its artifts, or of the contempt which the 
govcrnnient entertains of its own fubjefts. The 
madnefs of this predilection for foreigners, who 
pick our pockets, and call us a liberal nation, 
cannot be better demonftrated, than in the hif- 
tory of our coin. Simon and Croker are the 
only artifts whofe works have done honour to 
the Bricifh coinage; and they were both natives 
of England. 

Till the reign of Queen Anne the comagc re- 
ceived no improvement, and made do progrcfs. 
In that reign Mr. Croker was chief engraver at 
the mint, and to him we are indebted for many 
excellent medals, and pattern pieces, which 
rank his name next to that of Simon *. Of the 



* It is a pity that the worts of this grest arrift, with fome ac- 
count of him, are net given to the public in the fame way with 
thoft of Simon. * Dyes of medals, &c. engraved by Croker, to 
the amount of ijo, with feveral of the puncheons, arc now in 
the polTcflkin of Mr. Martin, of Kbg Street, CoTcnt Gaidcn. 

former 



Atf ESSAV OK MSDAI.S. 2x9. 

ISormer t^e feries of Queen Aone's medah, a 
ferks equal to the glorious adtiotis which gave 
iuhjed to them^ confiityte a grand fpecimen : 
of the latter^ the celebrated farthings are well 
known. The pattern farthings with peace in ^ 
chariot, pax missa per orb£M, and thofe with ' 
Britannia under a porch, are the fineft ari4 
rareft : the fir& would however be more perfeft 
did not the traces of the car, injudicioufly 
brought in next the eye, give the appearance 
of a flaw ; whereas in ancient coins, and iii the 
truth of nature, they are utterly invifible in &> 
diminutive a delineation. 

The whole coinage of Queen Anne, and part 
of that of George I. which is of this artift, isenT 
titled to praifct It afterwards continued in a to-r 
lerable condition till the commencement of the 
prefcnt reign, when it fell into the deplorable 
ftate in which we now view it. In the ^rft gold 
poinage of this reign, the face was quite a mo- 
del, deftitute of all feature and character : and 
another portrait has been given fince 1770, ov 
a year 6r two before or after, with fuch grofs 
faults as to make our coinage a matter of 
laughter. For the head being moll: fweetly 
and languifhingly fcrewed about to the left, fo 
that a great part qf it fliould appear, yet, to out 
^ftonjihment, no bead is to be feen ; fo that thf^ 
malicious joke of Foote might jump into any 
one's n^outh. Inftead of the due proportion of 

head / 
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head and hair, we oafy" perceive die face cut 
off from the bead, and a fe«r rude lines 
fcratched where the jundion muft have been^ 
evJKJently put . there chat ladies might not be 
iho^ked with the ftudy of anatomy. 

0ur gold coin can only be rivalled by our 
cdpper. The firfft halfpence. prefent fuch a fiace 
as human creature never wore, jutting out 
ibmething in the likenefs of a macaw. The 
latter ones are improved a little; and in this 
our copper com has a preference over our 
gold *• 

The ftate of coinage i,n any kingdom is com- 
monly a barometer of its power, always of the 
. flate of its arts. Hence it is matter of national 
glory, that the coin be well executed; and the 
decline of the money is juftly efteemed a fure 
fymptom of the decline of tiie ftate. Some 
grey-haired medallifts, from this circuqiftance, 
foretold the lofs of America, and all the cala* 
mities which, during this reign, have haftened 
the decline of Britain. Jefting apart, whatever 
may be the cafe with our glory, our coin may 
Tank with that of the lowefl; time$ of the Ro- 
man empire. 

It is not therefore furprizing to hear that a 
noble Lord has projedted a wonderful improve* 

^ The p:itrern fhilling of 1778 exceeds all our coinage. It is 

peifc^ion itfelf— in tht Juttboi of aru 
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xnent upon our moaty^ and has adtually got 
pattern pieces ftruck upon this new plan. The 
intent of this pro;ed is^ that all our coin ihall 
be in cameoy not intaglio ; cut hollow^ not in re- 
lief. Were it to take efFeft, what would be the 
ftummi bra^eafiy or all the efforts of the politer 
Goths of antiquity, to our currency ? May the 
noble Lord appear upon one of the firft hollow 
coias^ in all his glory ! 

But furely the whole plan of coinage is yet . 
fiafceptible of real and moft important improve* 
nients. A far higher relief might be given ta 
the impreiEon, fa as to rival the ancient in this 
grand criterion of good coin * ; and this relief 
might with cafe be proteded by a circle of 
equal height around the rim of the piece. 
This circle would not only fcrve to preferve 
the coin, but might, in the whole coinage, bear 
a legend upon the edge; an operation fo fimplc 
as to appear upon the tin halfpence, when they 
were in ufe. This circular legend, now ufed 
only upon the crown and half-crown, ought to 
adorn and proted every coin, from the five- 
guinea piece down to the farthing; for there 
cannot be fo eafy and fo effedlual a guard 
againft forgery. The legends ought to be 

* To give more relief to our coinage would take more time, 
and employ more artifts ; but what are a few hundred pounds to 
a nation when its perpetual glory is interefted I 

placed 



m AV St»AV ON |^B]>ALS# 

placed ivithin tk^ Circle, and that on the edge 
might extend over the whok finrface^ fo as n<y« 
tiling GOukl be tiaiken front the coin without ap« 
pearance. The co{)per coinage of ^717^ and 
gold coin^e of X728> are fomething in the 
general ftyle of this propofed, bat n6t of fuffi- 
cient relief^ and without the circular tegeiids« 
Such as they are, however, thefe coina!g}&s ought 
to be recommended, as of the very beft forfti 
which has ever yet appeared. 

, As to the ob verfe, the decorating a modem 
prince with a crowisi of laurel, an ornament 
never now ufed, is' tfuly childiih; as is the 
Roman armour, and every circumftancc not be-* 
longing to real life. Want of genius is the 
only plea an ai^tift can ofier for the ftupid j^rac-^ 
tice of following models at the exipemre of 
nature. 

: Oh the reverie, the poof preifentation of the 
arms of a country may be cOnfidered as a pro(^ 
that Europe wants yet fom<s cehtvities bf eloping, 
from barbarifmv Of all pofiibk rtver&s t^is 
muft be allowed the moft Gothic,, and empty 6f 
all thought or defigm Room fbr the highefli- 
elegance ought to be given upon the reverfes 
of coin, and objlei^s of delight and inflrUdtioit^ 
delineated . 

The legends ought always to be in the laa- 
guage of the country where the coin is ftrack; 
for the naoney is made for it, and not for fo- 

^ i reign 
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reiga nations; and every inhabitant ought to 
be enabled*- to read the legends of the coht, 
which is naadc for him, and every da:y pafles 
xhmo his hands* It » furprizing that, when the* 
fcriptujpe was given in Englifli, the coin was not 
likewile translated s but the night of ignorance 
drops at once; while it is with many a long 
and arduous ftruggle that even the dawn of 
ftience appears. 

Swppofing, for the feke of a reverie, an alte- 
catioii in the Britifli coin upon thefe principles, 
the obverft might thro-out, as at prefent, con- 
tain the king's portrait, but without armour, or 
laurel crown, till he wears them. \Around 
would run the illuftrious title, george iir* 

KING OF GREAT BRITAIN AND IRELAND: the 

Other titles, of which the initials cut fo auk- 
ward a figure upon the reverfe of our gold and 
filver, might be left out of the coin without in- 
convenience. 

But the reverfes, if hiftorical events are not 
allowed, in imitation of the Roman, Ihould be 
varied, in every fpecies, fomething in this way# 
The guinea might prefent a figure of Liberty, 
as the moft precious of our poffeffions, and 
worthy of the analogy of gold; the "legend 
might be, the guardian of britatn. Oft 
the half- guinea, fuppofe an image of Fortitude, 

THE GUARDIAN OF LIBERTY. The CrOWn- 

piece might bear Liberty, Agriculture, and 

Com- 
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Commerce^ UNITED to bless: the half-crown, 
the king, a peer^ and a commoner^ emblematic 
of 6ur happjc^ conftitution, with the legend, 
VNiTED TO PROTECT. The ihillmg might be 
charged with a fliip of war conveying a mer- 
chant veffel, WEALTH AND POWER : the fix- 
pence with an oak in a ftorm, stronger from 
THE tempest. The halfpenny may remain 
as it is, with regard to the impreffion, only 
doubling the fize of the coin; the Britannia 
ihould hold a trident in her right hand, and let 
the other recline upon the helm of a ihip, in- 
fiead of holding both aloft, with impertinent 
articles in each, a pofture very Gothic, and un- 
known to the ancients. What is the meaning 
of her long fpear ? What of her olive branch, 
with which ihe (its, like an old lady in a Grothic 
pifture with a flower in her hand ? The far- 
thing, of the fize of the prefent halfpenny, 
might prefent an hufbandman fowing, with this 
legend, by industry small things grow 

pREAT. 

But any efFeftual improvement of Qur coin- 
age mnft be left till God help us; together 
with the more important improvements of the 
police of London, of our wafie lands, and of 
parliamentary reprefentation. 
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SECTION XXI. 



Rarity of fome ancient and modern Coins ^ 



FROM different caufes feyeral coins^ ancient 
and modern, are very feldom to be met 
with, and in confequence bear high value; 
fuch are called Rare Coins. This rarity is 
confidered by medallifts as having four or five 
degrees, beginning with fuch coins as are nei« 
ther rare nor common, and terminatiog at the 
fuperlative degree of unique. 

The rarity of ancient medallions, and of 
modern medals, need not be confidered; for 
fuch pieces are confidered as neceifarily rare, 
and a few exceptions do not injure the general 
rule. 
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It muft occur that the prime caufe of the 
rarity of coins bearing any particular impreffion 
muft be owing to the few that were ftruck with 
that impreffion, or their .being called in, and 
iflued from the mint in another form. The 
firft is the cafe with the copper of Otho and 
gold of Pefcennius Niger, the latter with the 
coinage of Caligula; tho this laft is not of fin- 
gular rarity, which ffieWs that ^ven ^he power 
of the Roman fenate could not annihilate an 
cftablifhed money, and that the firft caufe of 
rarity, arifing from the fmall quantity origi- 
nally ftruck, ought to be regarded as the 
principal. 

In the ancient cities this rarity muft have 
arifen from the poverty, or fmallnefs of the 
ftate, and confequent little ufe of the mint, and 
deficience of native currency. The fcarccnefi 
bf ancient regal and imperial coins owes its 
fource, principally, to the fliortnefs of the 
reign, and, in lome cafei, to no mintage taking 
place during that reign, as money fuper- 
abounded before. From the laft caufe we all 
know hgw rare a (hillihg of our prefent king is; 
and may eafily affimilate this cafe to the an- 
citfnt. Sho'rtnefs of- reign indeed does not al- 
ways operate; for the coins of Harold II, who 
reigned but a year, are very common, while 
th<rfc of RiehardJ^ who reigned, ten years, arc 
almoft unique. 

Somei- 
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Sometimes coins, formerly efteemed almoft 
lingular, wili> in later times, lofe that rarity, 
and become much more common. This is 
bwing to the high price given^ which tempts 
many of the holders to bring them to market ; 
but t:hiefly to hoards being found. The firft 
ivas the cafe with the farthings of Queen Ann, 
feme of which, formerly fold at five guineas^ 
would not now bring five fliillirigs; the latter 
with the coins of^Cnute, or Ganiite, king of 
England, which were very rare till a large 
hoard of them was difcovered in the Orkneys; 
Owing to the fame caufe of parcels being dif- 
bovered, very many coins, of all denominations^ 
Idfe their rarity; and perhaps, after the period 
bf difperlion of fuch parcels, refume it: and 
feme common coins become rare from the very 
hegleft of them. • , 

The coins of Greek cities are all efteemed 
much^ more common in copper than in filver, 
double the numbier exifting in the fitft metal ; 
thofe of Grfeek princes the revetfe, with a few 
exceptions, thie filver being fuperior in number. 
Of the Grecian civic coins the filver are all 
jrare^ fave thofe of Dyrrachium, Maffilia, Syra- 
cofe,' artd a few others; the copper, as juft 
f^idfjiW 'father common ; ' ' ' • - - ' * 

Of the Greek monarchic coins the tetra- 
drachms bf the Syrian kings, the Ptolemies, 
the princes of Bithyiiia and Macedon, ejj;i9ept- 
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ing Alexander the Great, Lyfimachus, and 
Demetrius Poliorcetes, are all rare. Cappa- 
docian kings are not found, unlefs of fmall 
fize, and are fcarce. Of the kings of Nunaidia 
and Mauritania, Juba the father is common^ the • 
fon is fcarce, as is the nephew Ptolemy. The 
kings of Sicily, in large filver, are rare; as are 
thofe. of Parthia* The Judsean kings are very 
rare. The kings of Arabia and Commagene only 
occur in brafs, and are fcarce ; and likewife the 
kings of Bofphorus, who appear in ekilrum^ and 
a few in brafs. Philoterus, king of Pergamus, 
and the kings of Pontus, fave Mithridates the 
Great, are all rare*. 

The gold coins of Philip of Macedon, Alex- 
ander the Great^and Lyfimachus^j are common; 
the others very rare. , . 

AH filver tetradrachms of kings zrt account* 
ed medallions, and bear high price. The 
fmaller filver coins of Greek princes are fome 
of them not uncommon:; the fcarceit is the 
didrachm of Alexander the Great. 

The Grecian mqn^rchic money of copper 
;may, in moft inftances, be confidered as rare; 
that of Hiero II. of Sicily is, however. Angu- 
larly cpmmon ; as is |:hat of fev^ra} of ^be^ Pto- 
lemies. I fcruple not to afcribato HieroKl^. all/ 

'•* Chamillard, dans ^Appendix avw £piti;t$ de I'Agc de 
Pacatien. . . 

.'■•■• the 
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the coins which medallifts give to Hiero I. and 
in return to impute thofe called of the latter to 
the former. For, as no other proofs arife on 
either fide, it is much more reafonable to fup- 
pofc that the coin of Hiero II, who reignei 
near fixty years, ffiould be common, than that 
of Hiero I, who reigned but ten years. 

To pafs to the Roman coins, the confular 
coins reftored by Trajan are the rareft of their 
clafs. To dwell on particular inftances wdte 
cndlefs; fo it fliall only be obferved, in gene, 
ral, that the gold confular coins are the^moft 
rare, and the filver the moft common; except- 
ing the coin of Brutus, with a cap of libert)r 
between two daggers, eid. mart, which is 
fcarce, and a few other inftances. 

Of the Roman imperial coins very little 
need be faid, as a particular eft i mate of their 
rarity will be found, at much length, in the 
Appendix. The reafon of the fcarcity of Otho 
in brafs, and his not occurring at all on coins 
(truck at Rome of that metal, is, that the fe- 
nate, as has already been told in a former 
fe£tion, had the power of ftriking the brafs 
money, and it had never declared for Otho, 
but waited to fee the iffue of the conteft be- 
tween him and Vitellius. . The portrait of 
Otho, upon the brafs coins of Egypt and An- 
tiochj is very bad ; as are thofe of almoft all 

CL3 the 
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the Greek imperial coins, in porint of likeneft^ 
The only genuine buit of Otho is upon his 
gold and filver money, which laft, in particulars^ 
is very cpmm<^n *. 

In mentioning the rarity of modern coids, I 
ihall Qonfine myfelf to thofe of Great Britain and 
Ireland only ; and indeed^ as it is propofed to 
give illuflrations. upon the EngUlh Ukewife^ in 
the Appendix, little or nothing peed be faid here. 
Only, as that account of the rarity of Engliih 
coins, which is chiefly drawn from Mr. Snelling's. 
Works, and Pr, Gifibrd's Poftfcript to Folkes'$ 
Tables, will begin at William the Conqueror, 
it niay be proper to fay fomething of preced- 
ing reigns. The heptarchic cpins are moftly 
fare, fave the ftycas^i which are very common. 
Of kings of ^11 England, the money of Alfred, 
bearing his bud, is rather fcarce; h.is other 
coin is common. The coins of Hardyknute 
are yery fcarce ; and it was even denied that 
they exifted, fp as to be diftinguiihed from 
thofe pf Knute; but thti;t ar^ no ilefs than 

• Of th^ brafs coins pf Otho the Greek aod Egypnan are 
all of the middle or fmall Aze$, and have various reveries. 
Thofe of Antioch have the legends in Latin, as moll of the 
other imperial Antiochean coins, and never have any reverfe 
but the S C. in a wreath, fave in one inftance, or two, of 
the large brafs, where ^hey have Greek infcriptipns. Latii^ 
coins of Otho in brafs, which have figures on the ifeverfe, are 
infeUibly falfe. 

three 



three in the Mufeum *, upon nil of which 
Harhknvte is quite legible. 

Of kings after the Conqucft, no Engliih 
coins of John are found, but Iriih only ; and 
of Richard I. only two Englifti coins are 
known* Leake made a flrange blunder in 
afcribing <:oins of different kings, with two 
faces, and bthetwife fpoiled ih the ftamping, 
to this prince; in which, as ufualy he was fol- 
lowed by a mifled number. 

« r • • • » 

* The colle^ibn itt the Mufeum having been often men- 
tioned ki thu Work, as being the moil open to the public, it 
may be proper to give a very ihort hint of its contents. .The 
Greek and Roman coins in it ^re neither numerous nor valu- 
able : the BritiHi are very good. But in modern coins, of this 
and other countries, it yields to few colleflions, and in modern 
medals to none. The medals of private perfons are particularly 
numerous and curious. 

The principal part of the cabinet was Sir Hans Sioane's* 
The Britilh and Englifh coins, and a few others, were chiefly of 
Sir Robert Cotton's colledion, and went with the Cotton Li- 
brary. Since the inftitution of the Mufeum, Lord Maynard 
left a number to this repofitory ^ and Lord Exeter gave a large 
fet of the Contorniati ; but, fo little does public fpirit prevail^ 
that no other additions worth mention have been made. The 
whole are now under the care of Mr. Planta, who has con- 
(iderable knowledge of medals, and communicates it with the 
snoft obliging liberality. 

It were ingratitude in me to mention this great inftitution, 
without adding, that its feveral departments are happily filled by 
m^n whofe talents, refpeflable chara£lers, and zeal to oblige^ 
reflf^A the gceateH honour upon fcience. 

0.4 , In 
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In the Scotiih feries Alexander II. is rather 
If^rce; Alexander III. very common. Coins 
of John Baliol are rare ; and I know not if an/ 
of Edward Baliol are found. The gold money 
of Scotland has always been fcarce. An efti* 
mate of Scotiih coins will likewife be found in 
the Appendix. 

One or two of the Iriih coins^ which are 
rather rare^ have already been mentioned in the 
relation of the coins of that country. Further 
hints as to the rarity of coins will be found in 
the laft fe&ion^ which treats of their prices % a 
fubjeft neceflarily conneAcd with the other* 
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SECTION XXII. 



Counterfeit Medals^ and the Arts of diftlngtujhing 

them from the true. 



THE gain upon forging imitations of an* 
cient coins being fo immenfe, it is no 
wonder that this fpecies of impofition has been 
much cultivated. Reftrid:ed by the laws of no 
country; and far from being coniidered as a 
crime^ but, on the contrary^ regarded as an 
exertion of mafterly fkill in their profeffion^ by 
the moft eminent modern artiils^ this kind of 
forgery, which arofe at the beginning of the 
fixteenth century, has fpread, and continues to 
fpread to an amazing degree* 

It were unneceffary here to mention feveral 
medals, of which the forgery is fo apparent 

that 
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that he tnuft be a novice indeed upon whom 
they impofe. Such are thofe of Priam, 
BASIAEOS nPIAMOT, with a view of Troy, 
TPOIA, upon the reverfe; rhofe of .^neas, 
Cicero; and Caefar, veni, vim, vici ; with 
feveral others of the fame ftamp. Of this kind 
is that of the emperor Heraclius likewife, with 
Greek and Latia fentences, reprefenting that 
prince flroking his beard; with a chariot oa 
the reverfe. This laft piece impofed upon 
Scaliger and Lipfius, but would not now imw 
pofe upon any one; fo much has this fcience 
improved. 

It is from other artifls, and other produAions, 
that any danger of deceit arifes. And there is 
no wonder that even the ikilful are miiled by 
fuch artjfts as have ufed this trade; for among 
them, appear the names of Viddr Gambello, 
Giovani del Cavino, called the paduan, and 
his fon; AleiTandro Baifiano, likewife of Padua; 
Benvenuto Cellini, Aleffandro Greco, Leo Arc- 
tino, Jacobo da Trezzo, Federigo Bonzagna^ 
and Giovani Jacopo, his brother*; Sebafliano 
Flumbo, Valerio de Vicenza, Gorla^us, a Ger- 
man, Carteron, of Holland, and others ; altl, or 
moft of them, of the fixtetnth century; and Ca- 
vino, THE PADCAN, who is the moft famous^ of 

'^ Thofe preceding this mark are all mentioned by Vico, who 
wrote in 1548. 

the 
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the beginning of it, if I am not msftafcen. The 
forgeries of Cavino are held in no little efteem^ 
being of wonderfiil execution. His, and thofe 
of Carteron, are the mod numerous ; many of 
the other ^rtifts here mentioned not having 
forged above two or three coins. Later forgers 
were Dervieu of Florence, who confined himfelf 
to medallions ; and Cogornier, who gave coins 
of the thirty tyrants in fmall brafs. 

The chief part of the forgeries of Greek me- 
dals, which have come to my knowledge, are 
of the firft mentioned, and very grofs, kind ; 
yeprefenting perfons who could never appear 
upon coin, fuch as Priam, ^Eneas, Plato, Alci- 
biades,. Artemifia, and others. The real Greek 
coins were very little known, or valued, till the 
works of Goltzius appeared, which were hap- 
pily pofterior to the aera of the grand forgers. 
Why later forgtrs have feldom thought of 
counterfeiting them, cannot eafily be accounted 
for, if it is not owing to the mafterly workman- 
fhip of the originals, which fets all imitation at 
defiance. Forgeries, however, of moft ancient 
coins may be met with, and of the Greek among 
jthe reft. 

It is in the Roman .medals that this impofi- 
tion reigns to an amazing degree. But the 
reader muft bewaiie of looking upon all for- 
geries in the more precious metals as modern. 
On the contrary, many pieces are of ancient 
7 - forgers 
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forgers of the public money ; and are often 
more efteemed than the genuine coins, becaufe 
plated, or otherwife executed, in a way that no 
modern forgers could attain to ; and of confe- 
quence bearing intrinfic marks of antiquity. 
The ancients themfelves held coins ingenioufly 
counterfeited in fuch high cfteem, that Pliny 
informs us many true denarii were often given 
for one falfe one *. 

Even of the Roman confular coins not very 
many have ever been forged. The celebrated 
filver denarius of Brutus with the cap of liberty 
and two daggers, is the chief inftance of a con- 
fular coin of which a counterfeit is current. 
But it is eafily rejected by this mark : in the 
true coin the cap of liberty is below the guard, 
or hilt, of the daggers ; in the falfe the top of 
it rifes above that hilt. 

It is in the grandeft feries in the world, the 
imperial feries of Rome, that modern forgery 
has almbft univerfal prevalence : and rules for 
difcerning it fliall prefently be laid down from 
the effay of M. Beauvais, the lateft given on 
the fubje<3: f • It may be premifed that the de- 

. • cepticm 

♦ Falfi denarii fpc6^atur exemplar; plutibufque vcris denartis 
aduherinus emitur. Plin. Hift. Nat: 

f La rnanierc dc difcerner Ics racdailles antiques dc cellcs qui 
font contrefaites, 410, Paris, 1739. This differtation was after- 
wards added to the treatifc on the Finances of the Romans, 
tranflated intoEuglifli ; but the bcft edition, here followed, is at 

the 
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ception of forgery at firft extended to the mod 
enciinent writers, for William du Choul, who 
"wrote more than two hundred j^ears ago, caufed 
to be engraved in his treatife, On the religion 
of the ancient Romans^ two medals of A grip- 
pa ; one of great brafs, on the reverfe of which 
is the Pantheon : and another of iilver, with 
Neptune in his car drawn by two fea-horfes, 
with this legeijid aeovorishic omnipotens* 
Both of thefe medals were undoubtedly falfe* 
Antony Le Pois, who lived at the fame time^ 
produces different medals of certain falfity; 
fuch as a Scipio Africans ; the Aelian bridge 
on a reverfe of Hadrian; and a Pefcennius Ni« 
ger of gold; then undifcovered^ tho fince 
founds and to be feen in the French king's cabi- 
net. Thefe infiances muft convince us that, 
almofl: as foon as a tafte for • coins began to 
fpread among the curious^ the trade of impofi* 
tion arofe. 

Counterfeit medals fall into fix clafles; 
namely, 

I • Medals known to be modern imitations of 
the ancient ; but which being by matters, fuch 
as the Paduan, &c. have their value. 

the en4 of Hiftoire abreg£e des Erapereurs, &c. par M. Beau* 
yais, Paris, 17679,3 tomesy 12 mo. TbisciTay is however rer/ 
deEcient, and a few of its defe6fcs are attempted to be fupplied. 
Vicoy whom Beauvais copies, liut does not mention, is a far fu- 
pehor writer on the point, tho fiQtJb general. 

I 2. Medals 
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2i Medals caft from thcfe modi^rn mafterljr 
imitations. 

g. Medals caft in niolds taken from the an- 
tique. 

4, Ancieht medals which are retouched, and 
the obverfes or reve^'fes altered. 

• 5. Medals which are imprcffed with new de-^ 
vices, or which are foldeted; 

6. Counterfeit medals which"have clefts, or 
which ate pluted. '^ * 

In treating of thefe different irhpofitionsj I 
ftall do littlt more than divett M, JBeauvais^S 
work on this ftabji^fl: of extraneous niatter, atid 
Jay theeflence df it biffore toy reader in as few 
words as poffibkk : - 



) i 



Class L • Medals kno^tonM he m Jem Imiiaiioni^ 
. jbut 'ifiifkh derive a Value, from their mafterl^ 
B^ecutioH^ 

Among thefe, as has already Ibefeti obfetved^ 
thofe of the JPaduan Hand in the lirA rank for 
mailerly execution. They are fo .i^iirperous^ 
tHat a complete feries, 0f impetiai, medals^ pf^ 
almoO every* metal and fize, may Be formed of 
them alone ; nay, a.nuaierous cotlecftion of bie^^ 
dallions themfelves* lii- Frarri^b; '^partifcCiiarl)^^ 
they fo fwarm, and fp imppfc upon the- un-i . 
knowing, that far the greater pai^tof the coins 

- iri 
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country cabinets, upon being brought to Pa- 
ris for fale, are found to be of this ftamp, A 
cronnoiffeur however eafily diftinguifhes them 
V>y thefe marks: r. They are almoft univer-* 
faily thinner than the ancient. 2. They are 
never worn nor damaged. 3. The letters are 
forked and modern, 4. They have either no 
varnilh, or it is falfe, which is eafily difcerned, 
for it is black, greafy, and fliining *, befides be- 
ing very, tender when touched with a needle or 
biirin ; while the ancient has none of thefe qua- 
lities, and is bard as the coin itfelf. 5. The 
iides are filed, which is dtfcoverable by the 
leaft attention; or they are top much fmpothed 
by art, or bear marks of a fmall hammer. 6. 
They are always very circular, which the an- 
cient are not, efpecially after Trajan -f*. 

All 

* Sometimes a light green coaty-like varnifli is given, fpotttd 
with a kind of iron marks. It is made'of fulphur, verdigreafc, " 
and vinegar; and is often diftinguilhed, among other marks, by 
Jiair ftrokes of the brufh with which, it was laid on. Vico is 
learned upon falfe rufts, lib. I. c. 22. 

t Tho M. Bcauvais gives thefe fix marks here, yet Tome of 
them more properly refer to the two folloxving claffes : a few 
obfervations ihall therefore be added, i. The coins and mc^* 
dallions of the Paduan are feldora thinner th^n the ancient, but 
thofe of inferior forgers are almoft always. 2. Tfie Paduan 
foreerics very feldom appear as worn, 'or damaged, but the others 
very frequently, efpecially in theT revcrfe, and- legend of the re- 
vcrfe, which fometimes, as in many forged Othos, appear as half 
confumed by time. 3. The letters in coins caft in molds taken 
from the antique have the vtry rudenefii of antiquity. 4. 

Falfe 



240 AN ESSAY ON MEDALS. 

All medallions from Julius Caefar to Hadrian 
are much to be fufpedted of this fabrication : 
thofe of the firft fourteen emperors, when true, 
being of vaft value, and only to be found in 
princely cabinets. 

Hence it may be obferved, pnce for all, that 
the letters of the legend form the very fureft 
teft of medals, thofe of modern medals being 
always modern, while the ancient have many^ 
rude peculiarities, fuch as the m always in this 
form M, and not with ftraight ftrokes ; which, 
with many other little differences, conftitutes an 
infallible diflindtion *. 

Falfe varniih is either light green or black, and fhines too much 
or too little. 5. The fides of forged coins are often quite 
fmooth, and undifccrnable from the ancient; td fmooth them 
indeed requires little or no art. 6. Counterfeit medals are very 
often uf as irVcfguIar a form as the real ; tho thofe of the Pa- 
duan arc generally circular: falfe coins have often little fec- 
tious cut off, and other perfe6l: imitations of the ancient. One 
great dillin£lion of call coins is, that the letters do not go (harp 
down to the field of the medal, but appear as melting into it ; • 
fo that they have no fixed outline, and one cannot fee to their 
bottom, fo to fpeak.. Add to this, that the minute angles of the 
letters and drapery, &c. of the figures are commonly filled up 
in call coins, and have not the iharpnefs of xhe genuine ; and 
where the figures and letters are faint the coin is greatly to be 

fufpe^ed. . » . 

* The letters form the grand criterion of medals, the modern 
being uniform, the ancient very rude. Cellini, in his two trea- 
iiCci Dei Orofiaria, and Dei/a Scultura, Fior. 1568, obierves 
this to be owing, to the ancipnts engraving all their matrices 
with the graver or burin : whereas the forgers fi;rike theirs with 
a punch. 

Class 
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Class II. Medals cafi from the modem by For^^ 
gersy who J wanting genius to engrave dyes^ are 
content to mould them from the Paduan and 
other Mafters. 

l*hcfe are fometimes more difficult to dif- 
cern than the former^ becaufe that^ in calling 
them, they give them what thicknefs they 
pleafe; and, filling with maflic the little cavi- 
ties which the fand leaves, they retouch the 
letters with a graving tool, and mafque the im- 
pofition with varnilh. However, mpft of the 
inftrudtions given for the firft clafs likewife 
avail in this, with another diftindtion, which is^ 
that coins of this clafs are always much lighter 
than true medals of their fize, becaufe fire rare- 
fies the melted metal, while that which is ftruck 
is condenfed, and becomes of confequence more 
weighty. 

Thofe which are caft in gold or filver, either 
in this way or from the antique, betray them- 
felves, as thefe metals admit no varnilhed imita- 
tion of ruft. 

The marks of the file on the margin of thefe 
form a fure badge of falfity, as in the firft 
clafs : but it muft be obferved, that thefe 
marks, in gold or in filver coins, by no means . 
declare them modem, when they conftitute the 
fole fufpicion; for the ancient Romans often 

R filed 
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filed coins in thefe metals, that they might be 
cnchafed in rings, around vafes, or the like ; as 
we fometimes have quarter-guineas, &c, inferted 
in the bottom of punch-ladles. 

It is a common trick, in this clafs of counter- 
feits efpecially, to cover a falfe coin with wax, 
then pricking it on the margin, to drop aqua 
fortis into the holes. This deftroys the fides 
of a coin more efFeftually than if it had been 
eaten into by time. The amateur muft be 
upon his guard againft-this fraud, which is not 
eafily diftinguifliable, and bear it in mind, that 
a medal eaten into on the fides may yet be mo- 
dern, and a filed medal of gold or filver may, 
notvvithftanding this fufpicious appearance, 
boaft indubitable antiquity. 

Class 1I{. Medals eaft in Moulds from tijs 

Antique. 

■ 

The fame diflindtions which ferve in the for- 
mer claffes are likewife to be ufed in this. 

M. Beauvais informs us, that fkilful work- 
men in this way, when about to forge coins of 
gold or filver, are fometimes fo careful, that 
the quality of their metal Ihall not betray them, 
that they will melt a common medal of the 
very emperor whom they mean to counterfeit, 
in order to give it the new device of a rare one 

of 
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of tke fame prince. This has been done in the 
lilver Septiniius Severus, with the reverfe of a 
-triumphal arch, for which a common coin of 
the fame prince has been melted ;- and in other 
inftances *. 



C1.ASS IV. Ancient Medals retouched and al- 
tered. 

This is the fpecies of deception which is the 
tnoft apt to* impofe even on the fkilful ; and 
one muft know a good deal of medals not to be 
the dupe of it. The art exerted in this clafs 
is aftonilhing ; and a connoiffeur is apt the lefs 
to fufpedt it, as the coins themfelves are in fadt 
ancient. The acute minds of the Italian artifts 
exerted themfelves in this way, when the other 
kinds of forgeries became common and known. 
With graving tools they alter the portraits, 
the reverfes, the infcriptions themfelves, in a 
furprifing manner. Of a Claudius, ftruck at 
Antioch, they make an Otho : of a Fauflina, a 
Titiana : pf a Julia Severi, a Didia Clara : of 
a Macrinus, a Pefcennius : of an Orbiana, an 
Annia Fauflina : of a Mamsea, a Tranquillina : 

* putting medals in the fire, or upon hot iron, to cleanfe 
them, gives them an appearance of being caft ; for fome fpots of 
the metal, being fofter than the reft, will run, which makes this 
one of the worft plans of clean fing medals. 

R z 'of 
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of a Philip^ an Etnilian. Give them a Alarcu! 
Aurelius, he ftarts up a Pertinax^ by thicken^ 
ing the beard a little, and enlarging the nofe. 
In ihorti wherever there is the leaft relein-| 
blance in perfons, reverfes, or legends, an ar« 
tift of this^lafs can, from a trivial medal, gene- 
rate a mod fcarce and valuable one. 

This fraud is diftinguifhable by the falfe var- 
nilh which fometimes maiks it ; but, above all^ 
by the letters of the legend, which are always 
altered. Tho this is fometimes done with an 
artifice almofl: miraculous, yet moft commonly 
the charadters ftraggle, are difunitcd, and not 
in a line. 

Medals of this clafs are often met with of 
which the obverfe has not been touched, but 
the reverfe made hollow, then filled with maf- 
tic of the colour of the coin, which is engraved 
with fuch device and legend as the artift knew 
was uncommon, and would bear a great price. 

Others are only retouched in fome minute 
particulars, which however very much diminifh 
the value of the coin. 

Againft all thefe arts fevere fcrutiny muft be 
ufed by the purchafer upon the medal itfelf ; 
and the inveftigation and opinion of eminent 
antiquaries had upon its being altered, or ge* 
nuinc as it iffued from the mint. 



Class 
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ASS V. Medals imprejfed with nev) Devices ^ 
cr foldered. 

The firft article of this clafs concerns thofe 
nriedals of which the real reverfes -have been 
totally filed off, and new ones impreffed by dint 
of a dye and the hammer. This is done by 
putting the face or obverfe, whichever is not 
touched, upon different folds of pafteboard, and 
then applying the dye, and impreffing it with 
ftrokesof an hammer. 

Moft of fuch coins of themfelves betray their 
f alfity ; the devices and infcriptions being fuch 
as are known not to exift upon real medals. 
Such as the Pons JSlius on the reverfe of Ha- 
drian ; the Expeditio Judaica of the fame em- 
peror ; and the like. 

Befides this, another infallible token is the 
difference, more or lefs, in the fabrication of 
the face and of the new reverfe. This an eye 
of any fkill will always difcern at firft glance. 

Soldered medals are thofe which confift of 
two halves belonging to different medals that 
are fawed thro, and then joined with folder. 
This deceit is common in filver and in brafs. 
They will take an Antoninus, for example, and 
law off the reverfe, then folder to the obverfe 
ft Fauftina which they have treated in like 

R 3 manner 
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manner. This makes a medal which will, from 
an unknowing purchafer, bring an bu&dred 
times the price of the two coins which com* 
pofe it. When the deceit is ufed in brafs coins^ 
they take care that the two medals be of one 
hue i tho indeed fome pretenders in this way 
fometimcs folder copper and brafs together, 
which at once reveals the difguife. 

Medals which have a portrait on each fide, 
and which are always valuable^ are the moft 
liable to fufpicion of this fraud. 

To a very nice eye the minute ring of the 
folder is always vifible ; and upon inferting a 
graver the fabrication falls in halves. 

Reverfes are likewifc often treated in this 
way, by being foldered to faces not originally 
connected with them. Pere Jobert tells us of 
a Domitian, with the Amphitheatre, a reverfe 
of Titus, thus glewed to it : and many others 
of the like kind arife to this day *. 

It may be worth while to obferve here, that 
many reverfes in coins of the lower empire are 
fo unconnefted with their obverfes, that they 
infpire a miftaken fufpicion of this forgery, 
Thefe occur efpecially after the days of Gal- 

* The temple of Janus, upon Nero's medals, gives inftance of 
another art : that of the middle brafs being fometimcs taken off, 
and infcrted into a cavity made in the reverfe of a large brafs 
coin of that prince. 

2 lienus. 
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llenus, when numerous ufurpers walked over 
the tragic fcene of empire fo faft that it was 
difficult to catch their features. The comers 
had fcarcely time to engrave a portrait of the 
emperor, much lefs to make his medal an ap- 
propriated monument of adulation. Hence 
PACAT©R ORBis on 2L rcvcrfe of Marius, who 
' reigned only three days : and innumerable 
others, which are owing to the coiners ftamp- 
ing the medals -of thefe fugitive fovereigns 
with reverfes which they had ready fabricated 
for fome preceding monarch whofe reign was 
at leaft of ftifEcient duration to afford time for 
engraving a reverfe. 



Class VL Counterfeit Medals which hceoe Clefts^ 
or which are plated. 

Many true medals are fplit on the fides, 
owing to the ancient method of ftriking them 
with repeated ftrokes of a hammer. As thefc 
•clefts were regarded as infallible marks of an- 
tiquity, thofe artifts who wifli to impofe on 
the collector of medals in every fliape readily 
fet themfelves to imitate them. This they did 
'- by filing an incifion upon the margin of the 
coin as much refcmbling the cafual clefts as 
poffible. 

R 4 But 
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But this flaw is eafily diftinguilhable frotxi 
the cafual by its being wide at the extremity, 
and going flraight in, ending at once in a point, 
and not with thofe almoft imperceptible fila- 
ments which terminate the genuine. Add to 
this, that the two fides of an antique cleft cor- 
refpond to each other by mutual chinks and 
protuberances, which are inimitable by the file, 
fb that the diftindtion is by no means a tafk of 
difficulty. If the filaments of the real clefts 
are attempied to be imitated, a fmall needle 
will eafily decide of their depth and reality. 

Such medals as are plated^ and ip faft forged 
in ancient times, were believed to be incapable 
of modern imitation, and very much trufted to 
till of late years, when fome ingenious rogues 
thought of piercing falfe medals of filver with 
a red-hot needle, which gave a blacknefs to the 
infide of the coin, and made it appear plated to 
an injudicious eye. This fraud is eafily dif- 
tinguilhcd by fcraping the fide of the medal. 

This feftion ftiaU be concluded, after ob- 
ferving, that thofe rules laid down by M. Beau- 
vais, tho v^ry propef, wil| yet be of little fer* 
vice without a real and praftical knowledge of 
coins. This is only to be acquired by feeing 
a great number, and comparing the forged 
wifh the genuine. It cannot theref9re be too 

mugh 
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much recommended to the young connoifleur, 
^who wiihes to acquire knowledge in this way, 
to vifit -all the fales and cabinets he can, and to 
look upon all ancient medals with a very mi- 
crofcopic eye. By thefe means only is to be 
acquired that ready knowledge which enables, 
at firft glance, to pronounce upon a forgery, 
however ingenious. Nor let the fcience of me- 
dals be from this concluded to be uncertain, 
for no knowledge is more certain and immcdi- 
ate when it is properly ftudied by examination 
of the real objcd:s. A man who buys coins, 
trufting merejy to his theoretic perufal of me- 
dallic -books, will find himfelf woefully mif- 
taken* He ought to- ftudy coins firft, where 
only they can be ftudied, in themfelves* Nor 
can it be matter of wonder, or implication of 
caprice, that a medallift of fkill Ihould, at one 
perception, pronounce upon the veracity or 
falftiood of a medal ; for the powers of the hu« 
man eye, employed in certain lines of fcience, 
are amazing. Hence a ftudent can diftinguilh 
a book among a thoufand fimilar, and quite 
alike to every other eye : hence a Ihepherd can 
difcern and charadterize every ram and ewe of 
his flock, tho they ftrike every body elfe as 
uniformity itfelf : hence a failor can know of 
what country a veflel is at an immenfe dif- 
tanqe : hence any one knows his friend, tho in 

a croud 
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a crotid at the further end of a ftreet, where 
any marks of him were unattainable to an in- 
different fpedator : hence the medallift can in 
an inftant fay, " this is a falfe coin, and this a 
true/' tho to other people oo diftinftion be 
perceivable. 



SECTiaN 
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SECTION XXIII. 



Direffions for forming Cabinets* 



CABINETS of medals may be divided into 
three diftind: fizes : I. The large and 
complete cabinet; containing, or meant to 
contain, every ilTue of the mint, in every age, 
^ and of every country. This, it may cafily bo 
feen, requires a vaft expence, and few but kings 
ought to attempt it. The King of France has 
the moft opulent cabinet of this kind in exift- 
ence, and which is calculated to have coft^ 
fince its inftitution till now, when arrived at a 
point of perfection which it can but little ex- 
ceed, near 100,000/. fterling. That of Dr. 
Hunter is perhaps one of the beft private cabi- 
nets ever formed in tjiis ftyle, and is thought 

to 
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to have coft about 15,000/. — 11. The fmaller 
cabinet; the coUeftor of which, confining him- 
felf to the forming of five or fix fequences, as 
of middle and fmall Roman brafs only, of 
Englilh pennies, or of groats, or any other par* 
licular feriefes, confiders other medals as out 
of his line of colledting, tho he may purchafc 
a few defolate ones, or belonging to other fets, 
to give variety to his feledtion. Such a cabi- 
net may infer an expence of from 200/. or 300^ 
to 1000/.— III. The leaft cabinet, or calket of 
medals, which may include all little colledions 
of coins, from a hundred to a thoufand or twa 
In this not above a fequence or two can well 
be formed ; but the amateur pleafes his fancy 
by the mifcellaneous infertion of any article 
which curiofity, or other motives, may incline 
him to procure. The expence, of confequence, 
depends entirely upon the pleafure of the pro- 
prietor. 

To begin with the large and complete ca- 
binet. It is to be obferved that, in the grand 
divifion of ancient coins, as diftindl from the 
modern, the Greek medals, of every denomina- 
tion, can never be arranged by the metals, or 
fizes, like the Roman ; for no feries of any one 
metal, or fize, can be found of this clafs in the 
mofli opulent cabjnet. For this reafon the 
civic coins, of all metals and fizes, are digefted 
in alphabetical order, and ^tbe monarchic in 

chro* 
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chronological. The fame rule is to be ob* 

ferved la the Roman confular medals, which 

are arranged in alphabetical feries of the fami*^ 

lies, like thofe of the Greek cities. Indeed, 

of all ancient coins, the Roman imperial feries 

5s the only one admitting of being digefted in 

fizes and metals. And even from it muft be 

excepted the quinariiy or very fmalleft coins; 

which are fo fcarce that the only fequence of 

this kind in the world is that belonging to the 

King of Spain, which was formed by a moft 

Ikilful French medallift, and confifts of all the 

metals. 

Having premifed thefe obfervations, the pro* 
per divifions of a grand and complete cabinet 
ihall next be dated; which, in the part allotted 
to ancient coins, may run thus : 

I. The coins of cities and of free dates, in 
alphabetical order. 

II. Kings in chronological feries, both as to 
foundation of empire and feniority of reign. 

III. Heroes, heroines, and founders of cni- 
pires, and of cities. 

IV. Other illuftrious men and women. 

V. Roman afes. 

VL Coins of families, commonly calkd 
Confular. 

VII. Imperial medallions. 

VIII. Imperial gold. 

IX. Imperial quinarii^ of all metals. 

X. Ini« 
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X. Imperial fiWer. 
XL Imperial firil brafs. 
XII • Second brafs. 

XIII. Third brafs. 

XIV. Colonial coins, which are all of brafs. 

XV. Greek cities under the emperors, of all 
metals and fizes. In a fmaller cabinet they 
may be put with the Roman^ according to 
their metal and fize. 

XVI. Egyptian coins flruck under the Ro- 
man emperors, of all metals and fizes. Thef 
are moftly of a bafe metal, called by the French 
writers potirij being a kind of pot-metal, or 
brittle brafs*. 

XVIL Coniorniati, or ticket-medals. 

XVIII. Coins of Gothic princes, &c. infcrib- 
ed with Roman charad:ers. 

XIX. Coins of Southern nations, ufing un* 
known alphabets; as the Perfian, Punic, Etruf- 
can, Spanifh. 

XX. Coins of Northern nations, ufing un- 
known characters; as the Runic- and German. 

In the Modern Part no feries can be formed 
of copper that will go back above two centu- 

^ It is cotnpofed of copper, lead, and tin, with fometimes a 
fifth, and oftener a tenth, or twelfth part filver, to make it brit- 
tle; for, according to my information, without (ilver it would 
not ]>t brittle at all. The Egyptian coins are cad in molds, and 
are very thick: perhaps this metal wa& ufed becauie b«ft for 
cafling. It is worth about is, a pound weight. 

ries; 
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ries; but fequ^nces of gold and of filver may 
be arranged of all the different empires, king- 
doms, and ftates, fo far as their feveral coinages 
will allow. Thofe of England and France will 
be the mod perfect. Modern filver is com-* 
monly arranged in three fequences : the dollar* 
fize, the Ihilling-fize, and the groat-fize. The 
medals of each modern country ought of courfe 
to be feparated, tho it is be ft to arrange each 
fet in chronological order, let their fize or me- 
tal be what they will. It may be remarked 
here that our modern medals, of the fize of a 
tea-faucer, are only fo many monuments of 
Gothicifm. The ancient medallions are almoft 
univerfally but little larger than our crown- 
piece, tho three or four of them may extend to 
two inches diameter, but very many modern 
medals to four inches and more. A large me- 
dal always declares an ignorant prince, or an 
ignorant artift. Into the fize of a crown-piece 
the ancients threw more miracles in this way 
than will ever appear on thefe monftrous pro*- 
dudions-, but, as Zeuxis faid to his fcholar, who 
bad daubed a paltry defign with florid colours, 
** If thou haft not made it beautiful,, thou haft 
** made it rich,"' fo it may be faid to thofe enor- 
mous artifts, with this ^addition, that a pair of 
fcales give the moft juft eftimate of their works. 
- The formation of a cabinet of the Second 
Oafs next demands our attention. The direc- 

' tions 
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which is cheaper^ or better executed, the of a 
different denomination, and a little larger fize. 
In fhorty the collector has no rules, but in the 
Greek cities and Roman families to obferve 
alphabetical order, and chronology in every 
thing elfe. 

1 o aflifl a fele&ion of a caiket of medals no 
diredtions can be given, fancy being the only 
law. The arrangement may, however, be ma- 
naged by the obfervations already made upon 
the two higher defcriptions. 



SECTION 
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Pr^eni Pricej of Medals, 



Tttfi current value of coins is fubje(ft to a 
few flu&uations, arifing.from the tafte for 
medals being more or lefs prevalent at parti- 
cular periods, and other caufes ; yet, upon the 
whole, the prefent prices have taken place for 
a century or more, except in fome inftances, 
and may therefore be confidered as permanent 
They are certainly high enough in general; and 
if any alteration takes place, it may fafely 
be imagined that it will be in favour of the 
colleSior. 

The gold coins of the Greek cities are found 
of all fizes, from the drachm to the tetra- 
drachm; together with pieces of the half and 

S 2 quarter 
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quarter of the drachm ; as are likewife to be 
fecn thofc of fome of the Grrcek princes. Xho 
the gold civic coins of Greece are fcarce^ they 
arc not of high price^ generally felling from ^Sm 
to zos. above the intriniic value of the metaL 

le filver coins of Greek cities are from five 
graiiis weight * to two hundred and fixty*fix 5 
that is, from the minute piece, which, when 
ftruck, was the hemiobolium, er twelfth part of 
a drachm, to the tetradrachm. Of Syracufe, 
Dyrrachium, and Maffilia, the money beings 
common, may be had for almoft its weighu 
The tetradrachqia of the other cities, may bring 
from 3J. to 5^.; the tridrachms from zs. 6d. 
to 45.; the didrachms from is. 6d* to 3^.; 
the drachms from is. to 2J,; and the fmaller 
cpins, from thi^ir cwiofityj^ may %wk wk^ the 
dtaehjiasa 

The copper civiq nfxedals <rf Gsee^C! a^ ^ 
nxpft common* They ai;e alnw>ft ^l of thc^ 
fiZW vdkiich axQ called fmaU bw^fs » the. R<m0ii* 
feries; the middle -fiM is very fcarQe; the 
largeft, befqre the Roman empuce^is of extrfOTe* 
fca.rcity ; nay, ip^ciallifts fcemito deny its ^xift- 
encQ, by refercbg it to Greek weights, an4 not 
to coin§. The terra of obolus^ arranged with 
copper in a former feftion, belongs to thft 

• Greek niver coins are found fo fm^U as to weigh but a) 
grains, or a quarter of the <>bolu9, 

Greek 
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KSrceTc Imperial tbtttS, with its half, or the h^- 
tntoboliutti; For kad they befeft current coins of 
-atttcient Grette m copper, as many of them 
muft have reathed Ui as of the Roman lai^e 
"brafe; whereas not above one or two folitary 
ones will appear in a large feries, and they of 
che Roman imperial times. We muft conclude 
item this that the obolus, or fixth of a drachm, 
and the hemiobolium, or its twelfth, were al- 
ways, in the better days of Greece, coined ia 
filver I but, about the commenGement of iht 
Roman imperial timeS) were ^incd in copper, 
from the deficience of currency, arifing from 
the tributes impofed by the vi<9:or«, and ia- 
creafe of th« value of filver, as ha$ been the 
cafe in modern times. There can be little 
fcruple then in putting down the filver cbinsy 
now weighing about the fixth of a drachm, or 
it>| grains, as oboli, and thofe about the twelfth. 
Or 54^ grains, as hemioboUa. The weight is, 
however, often diminiflied by titae,or indeed at 
the very coinage, for many drachms under com* 
mbti weight were iflued by different ftates, at 
differait time». That there is not a vaft multi- 
tude ^xtatit 6f thefe filver oboli, and hemio- 
boUa, cannot be wondered at^ when their eX-* 
treme fmallnefs is confidered ; for to the fame 
reafon it is owing that fo few of the filver half* 
pence and farthings of our ancient kings are 
met \*ith, tho certainly more cyrreqt than their 

§ 3 penning, 
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pennies, and nearly as common as their prefei^t 
fubftitutes of copper. The analogy of the mo- 
dern coinages of Europe likewife contributes 
very much to confirm this opmion, filver gra- 
dually increafing in value till the minute coin- 
ages can only appear ill copper *♦ 

The Greek cities in large brafs arc ycry rare, 
but bear no correfponding value, they aud the 

♦ Perliaps the only obpli which occur in brafs, previous to 

the time of Auguftus, arc thofe of the later Piolemics, with a 

head of Jupiter on one fide, and an eagle on the other, BA£I- 

A£0£ IITOAEMEIOT. Hemiobolia, nay, double i|nd trij4c 

oboli, occur of this defcription. Some medallifls call them 

weights, others medallions. Upon the mod diligent fcrudny of 

the whole ancient writers who have made tlie leail mention of the 

obolus, every one will be convinced that it, and its half, or the 

hemiobolium, were of filvfr, and not of copper, till the Roman 

empire prevailed over Greece, Hear Celfus, whofe proof is pofi- 

tive : ** Unius dcinde denarii pondys dividi a me in fex partes s 

** id ed, fex fextulas; ut idein in fextuU denarii habeam, quod 

" Graeci habent in eo quern oQq\o9 appellant.*' This ihews the 

obolus to have been a (ixth of the drachm in weight likewife, «s 

in value, confequently not of brafs, but filver,* for a brafs obolus 

would have weighed ten d<^narii, or drachms* Indeed, the rery 

name, cbalcos^ equivalent to the Roman ^r/, or as^ fiiews that this 

was at firft the higheft brafs coin, and called the piece of brafs, by 

way of eminence. We rouft, however, beware of confounding the 

obolus of ancient Greece with the ob9lus obara^ns of FJautus,or the 

date obolum Belifario of the lower eropii;e; in Avhich, and like 

indances, the obolus areus is ufed to im'ply a piece o? brafs not 

larger than the filver obolus; as the denarius areus was, m Aure- 

lian's reign, a common term for fmal) bjafs xoins, of the .fize of 

the filver ^narius. So late as the fourteenth century Henry Kny- 

ton ufcs the term obolus for a baifpennjy tcWmg us, that in 1344 

fird appeared the noble, the oboiiu, or halfpenny, and the Farthing 

\ > middle 
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middle brafs claffing together, at about 2s. a 
piece. The Grecian civic coins in fmail braft 
are very common of feveral ftates, bringing 
from 3^. to is. 6d, according to their preferva- 
tion. Very many cities, however, of which not 
above one or two coins are known, and thofe of 
brafs, bring higher prices. 

It may be obferved, in general, upon the 
coins of the Greek cities, that the want of a 
few cities is not thought to injure a feries, as 
indeed new names are difcovered every dozen 
years, fo that no fequence can be perfefl:. To 
this it is owing, that the rarity of the Grecian 
civic coins is not much attended to. 

The gold coins of the Greek princes like- 
wife admit the half and quarter drachm, with 
thofe of the cities. The didrachms are, how- 
ever, the mod common in this metal; and mofk 
denominations of no rarity in the coinage of 
Philip of Macedon, Alexander the Great, and 
Lyfimachus, bearing, in confequence, but fronl 
55. to loj. above the intrinfic value. But the 
other princes are rare, and bring from 3/. to 
30/. a piece. 

Of the filver monarchic money, with Gre» 
cian legends, the tetradrachms, which are the 
deareft, fell from 5J. to 50J, nay perhaps a few 
very rare from 3/. to 30/. The drachms may 
bring half thefe prices-, the other denomina- 
tions in proportion. 

54* The 
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The copper coi»3 of the Qr^ lwg» afe^ «> 
^oft ioftancp^j fsar.c^r chw the fiU^r ; aod^ 
like tbofe pf th^ p}tift3, ajre ji)a>oft all of tb^ 
IJze called fnaall braftf They ought to br'mg ^ 
' high pricei but the met^l, wd fimiUrity to the 
copper civip coips, which ?re cpippaon, keep 
their actual purchafe v^ry moddrate^» if thi^ 
feller is not well wftrufted, »f)4 tba buyet able 
?nd willing to pay the price of rarity^ 

The Greek coins ilruck under the Romao 
empire will all be ftated in the particular efti- 
mate of imperial coins, to be found ip the Ap- 
pendix; which Ukewife leaves me but very 
few illuflrations to add upon the prices of R07 
man medals. A few clafles, however, n^uft be 
poticed, which do npt fall into that plan. 

Ancient Roman afes^ with their divifions, ig- 
norantly enough termed weights *, bring frosq 
a.s. to 5^, according to' the fipgi^larity of theiy 
devices. 

Confular 

* The appellation of weights givf n to the Urgcft Roman coins 
arifes from ftrange ignorance. Roman weights are feen in lead, 
and fometimes in brafs; but they have only the knobs, nnarking 
their proportion to the pound wei^t, upon one fido, with little 
fleuretUs around, byt without the fmalkft Qi|idow of buOs or le- 
gends, much lefs of reverfes, the other fide being fmooth and bare, 
that it may reft in the fcalc. Who ever heard of weights iffued 
from a mint, or globular, as the more ancient afes are? The ab- 
furdity is yet greater with regard to the large Greek brafs, of one 
©r two of the Ptolemies, kings of Egypt, foji>e of whkU are oft 

fize 



f 
AV ES9AY ON MEDALS. 26^ 

ConfuUt gold coins are Worth from t /• to 5/. 
The Pompey, with his fons, ai/. and the tv?o 
Bruti^ 25A The filver rate univcrfally from 15, 
to 2S. 6d, fave that with the cap of liberty and 
dgggerSi EiP« MART, and a few others, which, 
if genuine, may bear from ioj. to l/. The con* 
iular copper is rarer than the filver, but may be 
put at an equal price. The confular (ilver coins, 
which were reflored by Trajan, bear 5/. a piece. 

Upon the Roman imperial coins it muft 
be obferved, in general, that a few of many 
princes, whofe medals are numerous, may yet 
be rendered very precious from uncommon re- 
verfes. Thus a filver piece of Auguftus, with 
fuch enhancement, will bring from 4^. 6d. to 

iL iis.6d.; while his common coins in that 

• 

metal are not worth above is. each; nay, that 
with the legend c* marivs trogvs bears 3/. 3^* 
In like manner common gold coins of Trajan 
we not worth above i/.; while thofe with £a/i* 
lica Ulpit ; Forum Trajani ; Divi Nerva et Tra^ 
j anus J Pater \ Divi Nerva et Plotina Aug, ; Pro^ 

fize equal to the Roman afcs. MedalUfh do not feem to reflect 
that the Greek obolus was equal in value, -as Poly bi us tells us, to 
near two a/ess and if ilrucjk in brafs, even in the lateft periods,, 
inUkft weigh about two ounces, and if in elder periods a pound, ^ 
a pound and a half. In fliott, wherever i piece of ancient metal is 
ilamped on both iides with bufts or figures, it may be laid down 
as a certain rule that it is a coin; but when marks of proportion of 
weight appear, ^ith flight ornaments, upon one (idc only, in tbac 
jCafc^ and tHat alone, it is to be regarded as a weight. 

4 fi^in 
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fedh Aug. ; Regna Affignata ; Rex Paribus^ and 
others, fetch from 3/. to 6/. * 

The ticket-medals belong to the Roman fe- 
ries, and are worth from 35. to 6j. f 

Of the coins of other ancient nations, thofc 
of Hilderic, king of the Vandals, are in filver, 
and worth loj. Athalaric occurs in fmall brafs, 
'5/; ; Theodoric in fecond brafs, 7/, ; Theoda- 
hat in fecond brafs, 5^*; Bad uela is rare in fe- 
cond brafs, loj.; third brafs 3/. The Britiih 
coinSi are very rare, and worth from 10s. to 
i/. 27. each. 

The medals with unknown charafters, it 
may be fuppofed, are of fmall expence. 

The only modern coins and medals, particu- 
larly treated in this work, are thofc of Great 
Britain and Ireland. A valuation of Englifli 
coins, fince the Conqueft, will be found in the 
Appendix: what remain to be briefly mention- 
here are thofe previous to the Conqueft, Englifli 
medals, and the coins of Scotland and Ireland. 
Saxon pennies of the heptarchic princes are 
generally rare, and worth from 10/. to 2/. 2/. 
iach, according to fcarcity and prefervation. 
Thofe of the kings of all England are fomc 
.,yery common, Edward the Confeffor in parti- 
^cDiar: others rare, and worth from loj. to 

* * Bcauvais, Hift. abr. 

■ f The forged coins and medallions of the Paduan fell from u. 
to 35. each. 
^» 2/. 2J, J 
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,^l. IS.; fave <Mie or .two very fcarce one?, fuch 
as tiardyknute, which would bring lo/. 105. 
' Of E^gliih medals, the gpld ones of Hefnry, 
1545, and of Edward's cpronation, are worth 
at)/, each. The. Mary qf Trezzo, 3/. The 
drareft of Simon's works are his head of Thur- 
loe, iagpld, 12L. his oval medal, in gold^ upon 
Blake's victory at fea, 30/. ; his Tryal Piece, if 
brought to a fale, would, there is little doubt, 
bring upwards of; that mo^ey. Queen Anne's 
medals in gold, intrinfically worth about two 
guineas and a half, bear about 5/. a piece ; the 
filver, of about the lize of a crown-piece, will 
bring loj, each; the copper from ^s. to lox. 
The copper-pieces of Daffier fetch from 2s. to 
55. each; fa ve a few which bear higher price. 
Such are fome of the principal Englilh medals 
mentioned in this eflay : to enumerate the 
whole were impoffible in the limits to which it 
is confined. 

The Scotilh coins are on a par with the Eng- 
lilh, except that the gold fell higher. The 
Ihilling of Mary with the bud is very rare, and 
brings 30^*; the 3/. piece, 5/. 5J. The French 
crown of Francis and Mary brings lo/. ioj. ; 
the Scotilh one of Mary and Henry would bring 
50/.; as would the medal of James IV. The 
coronation medal of Francis and Mary is worth 
20/. Briot's coronation medal in gold fold for 
only 2/. 2s. at Dr. Mead's fale, 1755. but 
2 would 
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would novr bring tth if fold accordkig to 
rarity* 

The Englifh coins ftruck in It^land, or "stp^ 
propriated to that kingckHn, are mofilf ef the 
faneie price as the other Engliih coins. iThe 
St. Patrick's halfpence and farthings are ra&cr 
fcarce. The gun-money of James IL is quite 
common. The rare crown of white metal 
never was expofed to fale, but, if it was, could 
not bring much* All other Irifli coins are very 
copimon. 
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APPENDIX- 



N* I. 



An Explanation of the more cemmon Abbreviations 
occurring on Roman Medals. 



A. 

AAulus : la the ex« 
^ crgue it implies 

the firft mint, as ant. 

A* coined at Antioch in 

the firft mint. 
A* A. A. F. F. Auro, Argen- 

to, Aerc, Flando, Feri- 

vndo. 
ACT. Aftiacus, or Adtiiim. 
ADiAB. Adiabenicus. 
AED. cvR. jEdilis Curulis. 
AED. PL. ^dilis Fiebis. 
AEL. JElius. 
AET. iEternitas. 



A'-R. Africa, or Africanus. 

ALBiN. Albinus. 

ALiM. ITAL. Alimentalta- 



1 



;ae. 



ANT. Antonius, or Anto- 
ninus. 

AoyA MAR. Aqua Martia. 

ARABk ADOi Arabia Adqiii- 
fita. 

AVG. Augur, Auguflus, 
Augufta. 

AYGG. Two Augufti. 

AVGGG. Three Augufti. , 

AYR. or AVREL, AufsliuS. 



£. 
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B. 

B, the mark of the iecond 
mint in any city. 

BOK. EVENT, BonuB EVCQ- 

tot. 
BEIT. Britanniciit. 
BEVT. finmis. 

C. 

C. Caius. 

c. A, Csefarea Augufla. 
c* CAE. Or cA£s« Cse(ar» 
CAES8, Csefares. 
CAETU. Carthage. 
cEN. Cenfor. 

CEKS. p. Cenfor Perpetuus. 
CEST, Cefiius, or Ceflia- 

«• Q. I. HP. A. Colonia 

Gemella Julia Hippo- 

nenfis Augufla. 
c. I. V. Colonia Julia Vic- 

trix, orValcntia. 
•IE. eoip. Cipcum contJT- 

dit, or Circenfes eon^ 

eenv* 

CIVIB. ET. SIGN. M1I.it. 
A> PA^fTif'. EEevp. Ci- 
vibus et Signis militari- 
hxa a Pkrttiiff recuperA- 
tis. 

€N. Cneius. 

eoEL. Coelius. 

CON* OB. Conflantinopoli 
Oblignata, or Conftanti- 
nopoli Oificina fecunda, 
or Coniiata obryzo. 

coir* Colonia. 



COL. KEM* Colonia Ne« 

mauienfis. 
CONS* svo. Confervatori 

fuo. 
c6RcoE]|. Concordia, 
cfc. V. Clypeus ▼otiviw. 
CO MM. Commodua. 
CLOD. Clodius* 
CL, orxTLAVD* Ciaudlus. 
COS. Conful. 
coss. Confules. 
coEN. Cornelius. 
cvE. X. p. Curavit denarii 

um faciendiun. 

D. 

D, Decimus. 

»Ac. Dacicue. 

D. M. Diis Manibus. 

DEs. or DEsiG. Defigna^ 

tus. 
DiCT. Dictator. 
DOMiT. Domitianus. 
D» N. Dominm nqfler. 
I7PD. Bid^r. 
D. p. Dii Penates. 

EiD. MAR. Idus Martiie; 
rx. CONS'. D. Ex Coirfenfii 

Decu riorum. 
EX. s. G. £x Senatus Con« 

fulto. 
E<x. oRDiN. Equeftris Or- 

dinis. 
EX. A. pv. Ex argento, or 

Audtoritate Publica. 

FTK. 
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STR. Etrufimi* 

F. 
Y. FUiutf or FUu^ or Felix, 
or FaciundnoQ^ or Fecit, 
rsi.. Felixl 
F£i«ic« Felicit'aSa 
Fi.« Flaviu8« 
FOKT. R^D. Fortune Re* 

<iuci. 
FOVRi. Fpu]rm8,fprFuri\i9f 
FONT. Fontciusi. •[ 
FR]KoiF. Frngiferac (Cerc- 

•£RM« Gecfoaai^us^ . 
G. p. R. Genio Pppuli Ro« 

G* T. A. Qeniiui t^utelarii 
^gyptiy or AfrACA. 

HEL. Heliopolis..^. •, 
HER. I)^ref|i9^utfi .OTtrH^- 
rennia. 

. .. I-.... . . ' . 

iv?j« Junior, 

iAK« ct.v. Jatium clu&t, for 

claufit. 
XMP. Impcraton . . 
IMP?. Imperatores* ..(( 
X. €• M« R. Jimp /Soipita) 

Mater,^ or Magaa^BLegin 

na. 



xt£« Itenim* . • 

xvL. Julius, or Julia* . 

lYtT, Juftu8# 

x-i. s. Seftertius. 

I. o. M. SACR* Jovi Opti'^ 
inoy Maximo, Siacrum. , 

ix^viR* Duumvir. 

III. viR. R. p. c. Trium* 
. vir. ReipuUicie Co^iU- 
tueods. . 

iiii. viR.A. ?«• F.:Q.uatu« 
Orvir, or X^uatuprviri, 
Auro, or Argento, or 
^re. Publico Feriundo* 

Im I^uoqt. 

LAT^ Lajiinuf • . 

LEG. PROPR, Legates Fro* 

prsetoris* 
LEG. I. &c. ]L9gip Prinia, 

&c. . . 

i.?p> JUpidm^;^ .g , , ^ 
LENT. cvR. X. F. Lentulut 

curavit denanum;^Qiuu* 

dum. 
L I BERo p*. Libero Patri, . 
Lie. Licinius. 

LVD. SAEC^ F. LudoS ^86- 

culares fecit. 

M. 
M. Marcus^ or Marius. , 
MARi* CL. Marcellus pio/» 

•dius. 
M. F. Marci Filius. 
ME8. Meifius. 

T \ M. 
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ic. OTAciL. March Otaci* 

lia. 
M^o. or MAGI9. Maigmii. 
MAC, Maci^fBw 

M. M, I. ▼• Munictpes 
Muntoipii Jvlil UtioeoK 
tiu \ • »• 

]ifei#. of MONEVc liCosata* 
MAX. Maximus..^ ^ 

nf Ar » 'Matti^ (aiqira>\ ^ i 
War. rty^ Mani Ultoi^w 

N. V •'- 
Kr NepoSy or Noffcr. 
K. c. NobilMlinus Cs&r* 
NAT.vRB. Natalll Ui^is^' 

KEF. RE]^ N^pfUllO Re*^ 



I »• ^ « ,' 



©• Optimov 

e^B. G. s. Ob Cifidi^ Serra^ 

toi. 
OP* Ofticfiia. ' ^ » 

OPEL. Opclhis. • '» 

ORB. TERR. Orbil Terr^ 



rum. 



P. 



F. or POT. Potcftater 
FAC. ORB. TBR. Pacatott 
Orbis Terra^um. - • - 
i^APi. Paphiior PafHim^. 
PARTtf. Parthicu«. 
PER p. Perpetuus. 

PERT, or PERTIN. P^U 

' nax. 



PEsc. PefcetuAift* 

p» F. Pius Fdtx. 

FLAET. Plactohius. 

Fr &. vw Vcetuiiii Londbl 

Notalliic 
p. 1.0N. 8. Pecunk LoimUm^ 

Signata# 

F. M. or FONT..KAX*^ Poi»« 

FOMP. Pompeiu8« 
f;k letter V^tite* 
FR. PraetOFb • 
r*>. i^opiilvui'RoinaairtfC 

FRA£F. CLAS; ET. OR.. MiA- 

RiT. Pra&fe&as Ciaffis 
• et Orae Mmitiins. 
FRiNc< iv-rsifip. PiilK^e^ 

'jWentuiiF.' ' / • ' ' • 
FRiv. Privemu»« ' 
fiioo. Froebfifnl. ' 
FROV« Fpoti€pos« . . 
FROF. Propraton 
PRO(^ Proqui^or. 
PRov. DEORk 'P^ovidelttiB 

Deorunw^ » •« • 

<U Q^mtus^ or Quaeflor. 
Q^c. M. F. I. QytntiU Cse« 

oRus 'M<tft^Uu» Piusliii^ 

pcrator. 
0^ DEsiG.-Qtifliftor Dcfi£* 



natus^i 



} I i 



<tk* p» Quae^or Pl%toritt«. 
0^ p R % Q^fior fii<omck- 
lis. 

R. 
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R. 



TEMP. Temporum; 



nficEP. ReceptiSi orRecep« ti. Tiberius* 



tU8. 

REST. Refiituit. 



TE. or TEEv. Trcvcris. 
TEEB. TreboQianus* 



EOM. ET. AVG« KotaX Ct TE. MIL* TribuQUS MilitE* 



Augufto* 
E, '?• Rcfpublica. 

S. 
SALL* Salluftia: 

s. c. Setiatns Confulto* 
scip. ASIA. Scipio Aflati' 
.cus, . . . 



tV. p. or TEiB. POT. Tri- 
bunicia Poteftate* 

V. 



v4 «• 



-v^ cl Vir ClariffimuStt 
Vesp. Vefpafianus* 
viB, Yijjius,. 



Sec. oebv Sequ^tas Orliis* . >icT..yi^pria.. . . 
SEPT. Septimfuisi'. 
see. Servius. 
8EV. Severus* 
$Ex..Se^ti^.. . 

a. li. Si£^ata ]6foneta. 
%• ^. <u E. Senatus Popii« 

lufque Romanus. 
8TABIL. Stabilita (terra). 



>• Titus. . 

/rER.T ercntlus, Q^TTcrtiuna. 



vif. VIE. Ep'vL. Septcmvic 

Epuionum. 
Vii.'^yjB. Villa Pubfica. 
v?ET. Villus^ ^ . 

vox,. X. KVLT. XX. Vqtif 

Deceopatibus ]V(ultipU« 
catis Ticeiiiialibtts7 

« » 

xr.yiE.sxcit. pAc.CIuih* 
depim Vir Sacris f aouti- 
dis« 



«> 
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A Vahiation tf E^Ufii Cotns JatuWUUam tbt 

• ' ConqueroTi \ 
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R, implies rare ; xiii» rarer; rrr» very rare; rkhr^ 
almbft unique ; c, means common *. 

: .' SILVER. 

WILL'lXM I. R. 5^. with a canopy over tKe 
head, fuU face, or Pa;if on the reveiTCj> rr. 1/. 
William 11. R. 5^. 

Henry I. R. 5^. ' 

Stephen rr.^ ioj- * 

Henry II. R. $5. 

Richard I. EnglHh cpiits rrrr. 20/. Anglo-Gallic, 
RRR. 10/. The Eriglilh are known frbm the other 
Richards by Ricardus at full length, and the re- 
verie having the name of tlie moneyer ; a pfaifticc 
not continued after Henry III. when that of the 
city, where the mint was, began to be fubftituted. 

John, all Irifh, R. 5^. half-penny and ferthing, with 
full face, RR. iQs. 

* The rarity of coins with partiptlar mint-marks, and other 

minute diitinaions, has been very little attended to ; being cuAy 

the puerile ftudy of mere colle6tors, who can alEbrd to lupply 

want of tafte by plenty of monev. Many coins, marked as fcarce 

» to fooner works, are here oiqittwj becaufe now found to be commqa. 

Henry 



Henry III.' c; 2>. faV^ l&'ofe iiialked^fcRci, which 

are R. 31. : thofe marked I'li. are very common, 
Edward I. penny, half-penny, and farthing, c. 2s. 

fave pennies with Rsl^ert dt Hadl,^ Ge/irtaj Exonistp 
. Kyngeflon^ UK. 10/. groat rrb.. io/, 
Edward II. c. - 

Edward IIL groat« -c.25^ fave the Calais one, RR.15;. 

half-groat, rr. joj. pennies, &c. c. 
Richard II. penny, R- 55. half-penny, c. li. gtoat, 

RRR. 2/. af. half-groat, and farthings, rr. lox. 
Henry IV. c. 
Henry V. c. 
Henry VI. c. fave light groat, and half-groat, of his 

49th year, and thofe with a fleur-deJuce, r. 5/, 

From this time no farthings of any prince can be 

identified. 
Edward IV . groat, and half-groat, r. 55. penny, rr. 

lOJ. CQvetre^ and N^rvic^ rrr. vL half-penny, 

RR. lOi. 

Richard III. groat, rr. 3/. half-groat, and penny, 

RRR. 6/. 
Henry VIL c. fave fhillings,.RR!e. 10/. 
Henry VIIL in general the fide faced, or good, 
mon^ is rare \, the full-faced, or bad, common. 
Silver crown, rrrr. 20/. fulK faced fine penny, 
RRRR. 10/. Tournay groat, rr. 2/. Half-groats 
with Bifhops initials or marks, c« \s. refl, c. 

Edward VI. in general his fide-£iced money, or bad, 
is all fcarce; his full &ced money, or good, com^ 
mon, being the reverfe of Henry VIII. in every 
refpeft: Henry's good coin being his firfl, Ed- 
ward's his laft. The profile coinages of 1547 to 
1552 are fcarce in every article, efpecially that of the 
later year; bafetefloons orfhillings ofhis ill year 
1547, RR. i/. and of his 5th 1552, rrr. 3/. Inter- 
mediateyears, r. 5^. The iftfilvercoinageof Edward 
VI. 1^47} is 4 ounces fine to 8 alloy : the (hillings 
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iriK iiifi Af . p. xi»7> or vlviu. but jthofr ofjAe 

Uft year arc iiipt; fe C<aBc:«* The 2d cQin»ge, was 
6 ounces fine and ,6 alloy, and is ipud) more 
cosunpQ than Uic others m it» fev^rfd d?tM of 
M. D. XLix ; {«.: x^i* But his 34 coinage of 
M. D. Lii, was only of fhillings, 3 ounces fine 
an4 9 ^Ipy* s^ndis eii^tr^oiciy fcarce. His 4th and 
laftof 1553 wa5 ftand^ird fily^r? See Loyv^ndes's 
{Iffay fpr ajnpnd^pent oi" the filvf r ^oins, a veary 
refp^a^blp wprk, in which ^hbr^ylatcg of all the 
indentures may be found, London, 1695, Svo* 
Fine penny, rrr. %L the others, c. 
Philip and Mary : hajf crown, rrr., 10/. fliiUing, 
^nd iixp^nce, with date under the buft, or marked 
with a fleur-d^-luce, half-grpat, and penny, ukr. 
5/. The other fhillings, groats, and others, 

jllizabeth : h^wcacred threc-fertbing pieces, and three 
half-pennies ; half-fhillings of 1563, 1577, I597» 
159?; IhiUiugs marked with the lLey,aad gar- 
nilhed efcutcheon on the reverfe ; half-crown with 
figure 2; ni^yi^d h^lf-ihilUngs of 1563, 1564, 
3^566, 1570, 1 57 X, all R. 5 J. Half-fhilling, and 
twq-peuce, of 1574, 1575, with the fletir-de-luce 
Shilling, and penny, rr. io^ Pieces not men- 
tipned may .always he confidered as common, 

Jame.s I. ^U g. fave half-crown of firft year, Exurgat 
■P^«<4, dlffip^MuK mimici, RR. i/. 

Charley I. Coins. wiUi the mint-mark of a black- 
amoor's bead, caftle, anchor, heart, rofe, and 

. crown ; the half-peiiny ; Briot's pattern pieces ; 
J^botr. crown and half-crown ; Abcriflwilh half- 
crown and half-pcniiy ; the Oxford pioc^ with 
marks pf the donors ; the twenty ftuHing piece, 
with the compartment; the two-pence 1644* all 
RR. lOi. to 2/. Oxford cr'own, with the city un- 
der the hprfe> rrr. 10/. and penny, rrr. 2/. 

All 
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All country mints and fiege ^eces, faVe Tvfewark, 
' HR. tos. to ^/. ; and peculiar c6inagej^, flR. f^ve 
thit 6{ N6w England, which is cofnnlon. 
Commonwealth; aU c, fave tlie coiiis.of ^658 knd 
166O1 RRR. and the pattern pieces 6f BlondeaU 
and Ramage, rrr« 
Oliver; crown RR« j/. before the flaw RRR. 5/. 
half-crown R. i/. ; ftiUingy R* from 31. to los. ac- 
cording to prefer tatioa ; half-fhillihg, RRRR. 10/. 
Charles 11 • his hamcDiered tnoney, with mint marks, 
ilvfmerals, and inner circle, is common, but fcarce 
without thefe notes* 

Froitir this reign downwards all pieces with any 
particular mark are fcareer than others. 

GOLD- 

Henry III. penny, RRiR. 30A 
Edward HL floreil, or noble, for Aey cannot now be 
diftinguifhedy RR, 2L half, i/. quarter, i/. : but the 
nobles after his 27th year are common, i/. y* 
The later arc much fmaller than the firft, being 
45 to the pound-x^eight of gold ; whereas the firft, 
preceding his izyth year, are but 39 ; the laft coined ' 
have likewife aqv. added to his titles. The noble 
X)f the prior cbinages ihould, if perfect, Weigh about 
146 grain*, the half 73, and the quarter about 
36J : but that after the 27th year, only abo-ut 126 
grains, half 63, quarter 31$. But at die rate <^f 
afboirt 10 grains are loft upon die liobfe by time 
and circulation, 

Richard ii. noble, rr. 2/. half, i/. quarter, ioj. 

Henry IV. noble, rrr, loi. reft in proportion, 
being di equally T*arc, 

Henry V, all common, noble, tL it. &c. 

Henr^ VI. angel, r, 3/. angelet, rRr, 10/. reft, c. 

Edward IV. c. fave the angel with the fun, R. 3/. 
au4 angelet, rr. 5/. 

T 4 IRichard 



Richard III. all hrr. io/. to zoA 

IJcnry VII. Double Sovereign, fiR. lo/. Sovereign, 
R. 5/. Ryal, RRR. lolf. Ai>geU R. iV. Ha]fr 
crown, RR. i/. reft, c. 

Hcnnr VIII. Pouble Sovereign, RR. loL George 
noble, RRR. 10/. (it bears St. George on horfe- 
]back;) crown, «n4 half-crown before his 34th. 
year, being old ftandard, RR. i/. each ; angel coun- 
termarked with the Belgic lion, and quarter angel 
of fame coinage, rr. i/. each ; half fovereign laf^ 
coinage, being bafe of 20 carats, and z alloy, rr. 
i/. half-crown fame coinage, RR. ioj. reft, c, 

^dward VL all rr, fave fovereign and half fovereign, 
1553: the others 5/. the fovereign; reft in pro- 
portion* 

M^ry, Ryal, 1553, RR. zL angel, 1553, rr, zL 
half of fame year, RR. i/. others, c. 

Elizabeth, all, c. fave the ryals, i^rr. 5/. and the 
half-crowns of gold, RR. iL whether they be hain^ 
mered or milled ». 

James I. c. faye the fovereign, half, and quarter, 
wifh jing. Sco. ice* rr. 2/. i/. and lOi. and half- 
crown of gold of fame coinage, rr. iqs. The 
angel and angelet, 16 19, rrr. 3/. 

Charles I. c* feve the angel of Sriot's mint, with 
Michael ^nd the dragon, the common badge of ^le 
angel and x ; the r^yerf^ a (hip, RR. zl* 

iCommonwe^ltli, all c. 

Cromwell, tweiity-ftiilling piece, rr. 3/. to 5/. ac- 
cording to prefervation ; the pattern of this, or 
fifty*fhilling piece as it is called, rrrr. 30/- 

Charles II. broad piece? without paint-mark qr 
numerals, r. i/. ^j. 

All coins after this, that have n^arks, are fcarcer 
than the reft, 

f The half-cro^wns in iilver are quite common. 

COPPER. 
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COPPER- 

A very few remarks on this coinage will fuffice. . 
The farthing tokens of James I. and Charles I. 
are common. The town and tradefmen's pieces 
are beneath all notice, fave that of London, which 
is fine, but not rare. The pattern tokens of £liza-> 
beth are rare, as are thofe of the Commonwealth : 
the firft may be worth 55. the latter 10s. Pat- 
tern farthings of Oliver, los. The qvatvor 
MARIA viNDico of Charles II. RR. lOi. : filver 
patterns of tlie half-penny, i/. ; of the farthing, 
5i. The current farthing of Anne 1 7 14, when in 
fine prefervation, 2s* with tlie broad rim, y. ; the 
common patterns 17 13, 17 14? 5 J* The two patterns, 
with Britannia under a canopy, and Peace in a car, 
jiRR. 2/. O.S. each. The farthings of Queen Anne 
are diminifliing in value every day, from tlie 
number brought into the market ; and, tho they arc 
all of fuperlative beauty, the two laft are the only 
fcarce ones, and in confequence the only ones 
that now bear a high price. 
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Britf notices from the Scotijb Alts of Parliament 
with regard to the coins of that kingdom : and 
an account of the rarity of Scotijb coins. 

*^* Anderfon's Numifmata Scotia is a moft defc&ivc 
work, from die want of names, and dcfcriptions, 
of the coins engraved. Mr. Kuddiman's preface, 
tho learned and ingenious, could not be expe£^ed 
to be particular. Snelling wanted learning and 
information. It is to be hoped the Society of 
Antiquaries in Scotland will undertalce the much 
wanted tafls: of properly publifhing the ancient 
coins of their country. 

The firft Scotifli ftatute, in which there is the 
fmalleft mention of money, is 

David IL 1347, c. 35. ordaining Ei\gUfli money 

to be received in Scodand at its value in England. 

C. 38. Ordering a new coinage, equal to the Engr 

lifli in weight and finenefs ; •with a notable Jign upon 

it, to diftinguilh it from all other moi^cy. 

C. 46. Scarcity of filvef. The pound to be coined 
into 295. 4^. being 10 penny weight lefs thai> be- 
fore ; but after deduftion of 7 pennies to the king, 
\d, to the wardane of the mint, and \\d. to the 
majler of th^ moneys to bear only 271. 9^/. the pound 
weight .^ It is to equal that of England in weight and 
fmenc-fs. 

James 
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James L if^Pfitl. 141^4- c. 23. ordering the money 
to be of t(ie fame weight and fiiieaefs with that of 
England, 

1425. c. 49. No money to be tak^n out of t\i€ king- 
jdom but upon paymg 40 pennies in the pound to 
th€ king. This jaw is often repeated in fucceed- 
ing reigns. . / 

J^tmes !!• 1449, ^* ^9- Againft falfe coiners* No 
money to be ft ruck lave by thofe who *' have com- 
>* mand of the king under his great feaJ." , 

145 1, c. 33. A long and curious aft ordering, I. A 
new coinage, 8 groats in the ounce of burnt 
Jilver *, half-groat$, penny, half-penny, farthing* 
II- The groat to pafs for 8 pennies ; the half-groat 
for four pennies ; the penny for two pennies ; the 
half'penny for one penny ; and the farthing for an 
half-penny t- IIL That the Englifh groats, ♦* of 
** the quhilkis 8 groats haldis an ounce," with 
the half-groats fhould. have proportional value; 
but the Englifh penny to be taken for two pennies, 
or not, as the receiver chufes. IV. That tlic 
former * new groat' at a fet day Ihould, in confe* 
quence of this coinage, fall from 6 pennies, its 
than rate, to 4 pennies ; the Jgr. to 2. V. That 
the Demy, [that is demi^ half the Englifh noble J. 
the groat, and \ gr. run till the new money be pro- 
claimed. VI. That there be ftruck " a new penny 
** of gold called a Lion," with the figure of a lion 
on one fide, and St. Andrew on the other, of the 
weight of half an Englijfh noble {of confequence 
to come in place of the Demy], and 6j. 8^. in 



» 



EvicIentlv/7£;/r refined hy the furnace^ fine fM/tr^ fynonymous 
with the Spamfli argento acendrado* The anciquaries make 
Henry Vltb's groats 11 2} to the pound; this coumporary uSt 
proves them mi ft ak en. 

t Penny is indlfcriminately ufed ia the Sco^iK afts for piece of 
money y balf-penny for its baif\ ^n^farthing^ for it&Jourtb, 

4 value ; 
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ytlxLC ; with the half of 31. 4/. ; and that atfter 
this coin is proclaimed, the Demy then going for 
*9J. ihoiild fall to bs. Sd. [y. 4J. Englifli ; money 
being now in Scotland at half the value of the 
EngRfh :] and the baff-penny for 35. 4J. VII. 
The Royal of France to pafs for 6s, ZeL Crown 
pf France and Dolphin crown 6$. Zd» each. 
Ryder of Flanders 6s. %d. The Englifh noble 
called the Pace, 1 3; . 4^. the half-noble 65. 8^. 
and the farthing y. 4^. The Flemifh noble 12^. 
8^. VIII. The former pennies to be taken 12 in 
a pound* Names of the kings coiners who are all 
of Scotland. IX. The former pennies not to have 
coinage after the new groats appear [thefc former 
pieces called pennies were furely groats]. X, A 
moft confufed Item, of which the fenfe feeras to 
be, that the new groats are to pa(s for 12 of the 
former pennies, and fo on in proportion. XI. 
That till the old coin is called in, the Lyon fhall 
pafs for iOJ- the half for 51. 
From the whole tenor of the aft, it appears that 

Scotllh money was then to Englifh about as i to 

2!. The *ft n^eans to bring it as i to 2. It men-p 

tions forgeries as frequent : the Scotifh copper or 

black money may partly confift of fuch. 

1456. c. 58; Raiiing the value of money the Eng- 
lifh noble of Henry [V] to 22x. Scotilh. The 
Demy to the intent it may •** remain in the realm !" 
ro 10 J. and the new Lyon the fame, The new 
groat to 12^. the 6 penny gfoat to remain as it 
was. ^' And that there be coined,, of each pound** 
of xfilver, ** of (mail pennies a ^iU^ig." How 
muft this be underftood ? 
Thus the ^ood intention of James IT. fell to the 

ground in five years, and inftead of fajfing the 

Scotifh money, he debafed it. 

James III. 1456. authorifing a coinage of blackr 

farthings 
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larthings fof the eafe of the fubjeft, and Alnts ta 
the poor : 4 to the pemny $ to have on one fide 
thecrols of St« Aiidi^w, ^ith the name of Eldin- 
btli^h [Villa Edin^tirgi]', and the crown with R. 
and James [Jacobus r.] on the other. To 
pafs in great metthahdice at 1 7,d. a pound. 
This coinage, tho' in the title called blacks 
farMngt^ is in* the aft called coffer mcnty ; but com- 
bats not my idea, for it is alfo expreft that filver 
fhould be mingled with that metal. The words atre, 
after defcribing the devices and legends : *^ And that 
*• their be cuinzied three, hundreth pounds, contain-i 
** and Jilver. And that they paffe in payment for 
'^ bread and aile, and other merchandice, and in 
** greate merchandice to be taken xii<^ in a pound.*' 
Buchanan^s nummi are! is only a claflic term for 
nigra mcneta ; which he had never found in any 
Roman writer, and was therefore afraid to ufe it. . 
1467. c. i8» Railing the valiie of money, becauie 
having lower courfe than in other realms, and 
thence Grangers being incited to carry it out of 
the kingdom I [what an infult to the underftand- 
ing of the people ! ] the rofe noble of Edward 
[III.] to pafs for 321. Scotifli ; that of Henry 
[V.] for 275. 6d, the Salute for i^s. 4J. French 
crown I2s. 6^. the Lew [Louis,] 15/. 6rf. 
Ryder 24^ Demy lai. Lyon 121. Old Eiiglilh 
groat 16 pennies. Borage groat as the new groat. 
Old groat of Edward [IIL] i2d. Spurred groat 
i6d, Engliih penny 3^. Groat with the crown 
[Scotifli] 14^. i groat, *jd. Groat with the fleur- 
de^rluce, 9d* The white Scotifli penny, and half-^ 
penny, as before : and the ftriking of. black- 
. pennies to ceafe upon pain of death, . £utthis was 
:.inftantly repealed. 

1467. another Pari. c. 23, Repealing the former 
: aft. 



. ad, aifd putting Scotiih eoim on iiifi footing 6f 

' 1456. c 5&. with altemtion^ ii to ithut of other 

kmgdoms. The Ehglifh'pedi^ny ftiUtog)o £or 5^* 

. Scotiih fsuthmg. 21. in the pound* • The kft . is 

black-rtioney. • - .. 
1469, ci 60* No. denies of France^ r^rto, maiks^ 
nor ffiiuSf nor ^hcv . c0un$^rfeits of blaek^m^uy^ to 
be taken in payment^ *^ but our Sov^tdign Lbrd^s 
•* own black-money, fkruck by his coinears," undeiS 
pam of death. 

Thcfe French pieces wene aH black*nioriey like* 
wife ; that is, copper witfi a fJteaSl part iHVer ;, but 
interfering with the profits of the. kkig's ^wn hlack*- 
money ^ they were prohibited under this, high penalty « 
1471. c. 46. Confeffing die coinage to require an 
. innovation, and " crying dowii the aUaycd groat** 

from *jd* to fid. 
1475. c. 67. .Raifing the money. • The rofr noblt 
to 35X. The Henry noble to 3 m The angel to 
. 23/* The French crown 13 J. 4S# The- Demy < 31. 
4rf. Scotifli crown 135* The Salute i^. 6di The 
Lew 1 75. W. The Ryder i$s. 6d. But no altera* 
tion onthe filver. 
1483. c. 93. Ordering a fine penny of gold,, of the 
weight and finenefs of die rofe noblel: atiji a 
fenny of filver, equal in fincne!fe'»to the old Ehg- 
. lifli groat, 10 to be in an ounc^, and- to pafe'for 
i^d. Scotifli : together with an haif-groat of the 
fanic ; [the filver peHf^^ ± term forraorfy ufddfor 
any piece of money, being the groat].. The 
penny of gx)ld to pafs for 30 of ttiefe groatr ; virith 
another.penny of gold to pafs for 20 ; andia-lSiird 
for 10 ofthefe groatiw 
c> 97. Calling in the ** newpiacks," arf* tobegiiven 
for each. The reafon arifes from the maay coun- 
terfeits. 

Jfames 



James IV. 1488. c^ 2. A new penny 6f|old, equalin 
•weight and finenefs to the rofe' jtioble j and a penny 
of filveri equal to tl^e Engiifh gcoat^ 10 to the 
o«nce^ and to go for t^. Scotifh. The gold 
penny to go for 30 of the other, with another of 
2O9 and another of lO, as 1483. c. 92. 
Different aJls are now found, enforcing the recep- 
tion 0/ gold if fine^ though it had a cracky or flaw in 
the coin. 
J^mesV, 1540. c. 124. Againft the numerous coun* 

ter^its. 
Mary 1555. c/56. GoldfmitWs work to be all 22 
carats fine. 

Many a£ts now appear againfl carrying the coin 
out of t)ie kingdom. 

James VL 1581. c. 106. Ten fhiUing pieces of 
lilver, 4 in the ounce of |i penny fine, to be ftruck 
with the bufl jori one fide, and titles : the othet 
the arms, honor regis jIvdicxvm djligit. 
A?hefoi| is mentioned as Joiner.' 'The 305. 20f. 
and lo^i pieces, *.* and teftones** to be broken into 
this new coin : they were the filver coinage, of 

i 584.' c. 9. For a heW coipa'g^ or gold, is not printed. 

•XjJ5j7- c. 253. Raifihg the value of the, coin. The 

ibi,:p}eces of 1581,. tp^^go a,t: 50iy.the 6u_nce/ that 

is,'ia^Jv 6^». each,, then being 4 )^ ^^ ounce as 

\ above. The old' 305. pieces at ^a;,' the ounce;, 
tbatii?, 37^. eaf h. The new 30^.. pieces at 375. 6^/. 
Theounce oi^.gold at 22 carats "fine, ** being his 
** higjinefs's own coin,*' to be. 30/. the ounce, as 
ftruck in, 5A '; and '^L io>. pieces. .The:^gp-ld to be 
22c;arats^ thefili/er 11 pennies, fine. Scblifh inoney 
was iiow'tothe En^Fifli about as i fo 10. . - 
From thefe afts' and other authorities the progref- 

five increafe of the value of the real Scotim coip, 

and diminution of the ideal, may be tlitrs ftated ii\ 

refpeft 
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v^fytSt to the EngliA. 

TiU 1355. David II. the coins ef the kingdoms were 

equal. 

About 139^- Robert IIL Scotifh was to Engliih 
ai5 - . - - 

1451. James II. about 

1456. Same prince, as - • 

1467. James III. about 

1475. oame prince, gold coin as 

2544. Mary, the whole coin, as 

156*0. Same princefs - - - 

156^. Same - - . - 

1579. James VI. * - 

1597. Same - 

1601. Same - - • 

Tho the filver coin of Scotland was, till the 
reign of Mary, upon flie fcale of that of England ; 
the gold and copper coinages of Scotland have no 
conneftion*. with the, Englifli. The St. Andrew 
fuppofcd of Robert 11. weighs but 38 grains : the 
Englifli noble of that period 107 grains ; fo that the 
firft forms no divifion of the later. That thought 
to be of Robert III. weighs 60 grains ; and that of 
James I, 53 or 54, which laft being half the Engllfh 
jioble, got the title of Demy^ as in the foregoing 
gifts : the St. Andrew or Lion of James IL is of 
equal weight. The St. Andrew on one fid^, and 
arms of Scotland on the otlier, continue tlie fole 
bearings of the Scotifti gold coin, till Jairiejs III. 
when the unicorn appears holding the fhield. That 
princess Jargeft gold coin weighs 60 grains : and the 
bonnet piece of James V. 90 grains, with a fmaller 
of 6P grain*:; the lion of Mary, tyith her' cypher, 
weighs 78 grains ; the golden ryal, 1^55, with her 
buft, 11^ grains, being tlie very weight of the ryals 
of Elizabeth, v;hich are fo extremely rare, and which 
went for i cxr 

Karitj 
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Rarity of Scotish coins. 

R.efpe£table medallifts aiTert^coins of William : they 

are rrr. 10/. 
Alexander II. Silver penny, R. ax. 
Alexander III. Silver penny, €• is. half-penny, rr. iot. 
John Baliol, Silver penny, RK.5X. half*penny,RRR. lox. 
Robert Bruce^ Silver penny, c, u. 
David II. Silver penny, c.u. groat, c. ax. half-groat,RR. 
Edivard BalioK 
Robert IL Gold penny or St. Andrew, rrr. 5/.-^ 

Silver penny, c- u. groat and half-groat, c. 21. 
Robert \\\* Gold lion and half, rr« %L each. — Silver 
penny, groat, and half-groat, c* half-penny, rr.io/. 
James*.!. Gold lion and half, RR. 2/. each. — ^Silvcr 

P^POyf. groat, and half-groat, c. 
James IL Gold penny, RR« 2/. half, rbr. 3/.--»Silver 

penny, groat, and half^groat, c. 
James III. Gold unicorn and half, RR. 301. each.— - 
Silver penny, groat, and half-groat, r. 2/. Billon 
coins, R. 2J.! . . 

James IV. Gold rr. Silver r. BiUon R4 
James V. Gold bonnet pieces, rr. 2U — S. penny 
and half-groat, rr. f^$\\ groat, c. 11. Billon, a. 2u 
^lary, Gold lion with her cypher 1553, it* i/» — tyal 
with her head 1555, RRR- 5/.— Silver (hillings mpftly 
1553, or 1562, withherbuft, RR.30X.— »halftcftooa 
-v^ith her bqft, rrr. 3/«— '(hilling or half with her 
cypher; or from 1558 to 1560, with f* m. when 
. queen of Francis of France c* %s. if counter-* 
marked, Rw 31.— Silver crown with her cypher, r* 
. lo;. half, RR. i/.-^Fine Billon penny approach-^ 
Ing to (liver with full face, rrr. a/.-^Bad billoR 
penny with fullface« R« ioj.-«^other billon with 
, her cypher, &c. c. 6</. 

James V L and bis fuccedbrg, all contiiai»xif) or of ti9 
efteem. 
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Ah eft im ate of the ntrity ef aUihe Cohs af Spman 
Etffpetcrsy with their prices. 

TH £ firft writer who feems. to have ftrltied <in 
idea of this Cfftimate was Savot, in his Di/- 
cours /t4r Us medailtes^ Pxns, 1627, followed by Bau* 
delot, in his book DePutiSti des Viyagn^farh^ 16S6. 
The Baron Ezekiel Spanheim fucceeded ; a man of 
great diftiadion in life, and of no tntafn knowledge 
of medals. His manufcript is erctant in the BritiBi 
Mufeum, N° 3^19* of Mr. Ayfcough's Catalogue 
(not to be na^ned without pf&ife» as the beft d^i|ed 
ever yet offered to the public), and is etititled Ntimif-^ 
mata Imperatoria^ ficundum ifavks raritatis gradusy 
per E%ekielifh Rpanhemium, He nfes no lefs than 
eight degrees of rarity, which is indeed a fpperiSuous 
nicety, and his whole lift is veiy full of miftafces \ 
whence it is in faft of infinitely more prejudice 
than utility. 

.The next attempt of this kind was by ^ French 
writer ..of later period, and better inforniatioli. It is 
annexed to the beft, but now very rare, edition of 
La 3cience des Medailles, Paris 1739, ^ te^mes, tatno. 
and tho infinitely preferable to that of Spanbeim, yet 
is by no means faultlefs. 

At length M. Beauvais, one of the firft medallifts 
of the age, fet about this neceiSiry work, and pro« 

■^4 duc^^ 
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I 

disced bis Hiftur^ jSfrsgie 4^ Smfureurs R^mams, 

Paris I767. 3 tomes, i2mo. They however who 

adyjfed iiiin to fwell his efiimate, at fkfi his only in^ 

mention, with Ihort accounts of all die emperors and 

emprei&s, gave unneceilary couqfel, for the work 

•w^ere better without them. However this has no 

efFeft upon his valuation, whidi may be looked upon 

as the moft perfeft that can well appear. He was 

the firft writer who added the prices, which is a vaft 

improvement : and (he afiiftance which he had from 

M. Pellerin, and others, the firft .medallifts in 

France, almoft enfures infallibility to his labours, 

xvhich I have had before my eye, and almoft copied, 

but with feveral additions and alterations, in every 

inflance of the fuccecding eftimate. 

In ^France and Italy moft medals bear a higher 
pr^ce than in England : in other countries a iQwer. 
7his jis owing -^felely to the v^ft prevalence of this 
ftudy .in Italy and France ; and its being lefs general,, 
and much lefs violent, here. The prices tlierefore-iijfet 
by M. Beauvais are in a few inftances reduced one. half, 
to accomr^odate them-^ '4hi« country : thefe alter- 
ations are, however al|:¥ioft ^\l .authorized by {atten- 
tion to fales, apd i^t c;atalpg}^es, and other pra£llcal 
modes of 'mforfjc^xioii. Xet4n very important ar- 
ticles, .fuch as medallipns, find cpiris of fuprenjifi 
fcarcity, no change could .take place ; hecaufe if &ey 
cannot bring thehi^h value Jiere, the feller j^ay 
fend them v/ith cafe to Paris, fo that jhe price muft 
J3e fhe fame, Jf they are bou^t in this country at 
all. To make this eftin^ate. jis ccpig^ft is poffible, 
the following abbreviations are ufed. 
o. figriifies Gold coins. 
s. Silver coins. 

iiB. 2 fi. 3 B. jthe firft or large brafs, fecondor mid- 
dle, and- thicd -or fmall. 
In the metals and flzes not mentioned in the fe- 
veral reigns, no authentic medals yet occur. 

U 2 lat. 
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lat. implies Latin coins ftruck at Rome ; and where 

no mark of country is given, the Roman are always 

meant, 
gn Greek coins ; or thofe ftruck by Grecian cities, 
eg. Egyptian, commonly of brittle brafs* 
col. Colonial, 
r. rev. Reverie, or reveries. 
B* c. Before the Chriftian a^ra. 
A. c . After it. The years marked are thofe in which 

the feveral reigns began. 
c. Common. 

]L» The lowefi d^ree of rarity. 
RR. The fecond, or higher, degree. 
&ILR. 7*he third. 
RiiRR. The fupreme degree of rarity; coins with 

this' mark, being frequently unique. 

The Emperors are in Roman capitals ; the ty- 
rants, or more properly ufurpers, in Italic charader. 

The prices put fuppofe the coins in perfe& pre- 
servation: when they are otherwife, a diminution 
of the value muft take place in proportion to their 
condition. 



Julius Cjesar (Perpetual Diftator or firft Em 
peror, b. c. 44. flain, b. c. 40. after ruling 3 years " 
months ) ; c . rrk . 5/. 5i.— head of Antony on reverie, 
10/. lOJ.— with a Venus, 1 c/. 151. — s. R. 5/. — fomc 
rcverfes, 2/. 2;. — 1 B. reverie of Auguftus, a. 55. — 
with his buft only |tR. 10/. — Colonial, 2 and 33. 
RR. 5^.— Greek i and 2 b. rr. 5;. 

Pompey the Great* : g. rrr. 21/. — s. r. 51. — 
T B. R. 5^*— 2 5* R- 4^ — ^Grcck, 2 B. RRR. 2/. . 

. * The firft Roipin coins ftruck with the buft of a living per- 
fonaffc were thofe of Cxfar when perpetual ^iCtsxor, Pompey 
the Great had neither opportunity nor power to ftrike coin with 
hi« own {}brtratt ; it muft nave been done by his foas ; and by a 
city or two of Sicilv, uiing Greek chara£lien; when Sestus Poin« 
,peiu6 fiotpmaodfd there. . 

Sextus 
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Sextus Pompeius, c. rrr. 21/.— s. rr, 3/* 3^ * 
JBrutus : g. rrr.' 25/. — s.rrrr. 6/* 6s. ' 
Lcpidus: G. rrr. 15/.— s. reverie of Auguftus, 
R.1L. i/. IX. — ^with MuiGdiu^ Longus on rev. 2/. 2t, 

1 B. of Colony Cabfy rrr, 5/. 55.-2 B. rr. 10/.— • 

3 B. R. 4s. — Greek, 3 b. hrr. 2/. 2/. 

Mark Antony : g. rr. 5/. 5J.— s. c. is, — rare 
rev. from 5^. to 30X. — Medahions of s. with Cleo- 
f^atra, RRR. 3/. y. — 2 b. with Auguftus, r. 5^.— 
'w^ith Cleopatra, rr. ioj.— Colonial, 2 b.rr.io/.— 3 
B. RR. 51.— Greek, i b.rrr. i/. i is.td. — 3 B.gr. 151. 
Marie Antony the fon : g. rrrr. rev. of his fa- 
ther 30/. 

Cleopatra : g. rrrr. 30/. — s. rr. i/. ij.-— 2 b. 
latin or egyptian, r. iox. — 3 b lat. or eg. r, ioj. 

Cains Antonius : s. RRR. 3/. 3/. 
• Lucius Antonius : s. rr. i^s. always rev. of M; 
Antony, and not found by himfelf. 

Augustus : (began to reign, b. c. 28, there 
being an interregnum of 12 years*) o c. 1/. ix.— • 
rare r. from 305. to 3/. 3/.— reftored by Trajan, RRRi 
5/. 5f. — s, c. IS. except rare reverfes. Medallions 
of s. RR. from 15J. to 30i,— of b. rrr. 10/. — 1 b. 
R. 71. bd — 2 b. c. ij.— rev. of Tiberius, rr. 
10s — 3 b. c. 6^.— Colonial, i b. rr. from lOs. to 
20J.-— C0I.2 and 3 B. c. bd. — ^gr. i B. rrr. 2/. 2s. — 2 
b. gr. with the head of Livia, or with Rhemetalces, 
king of Thrace, from 25/. to 30X— gr. 3 b, c. li.— 
1 B. eg. R. 5/. 

Livia : i b. Colony Romulea^ rr. a^s.-^^Emerita and 
Patrasy 2/. 2x. — 2 B Colonial, RR. i/. u. — col. 3 b. 

* Suetonius is followed, who fays he ruled with Lepidus and 
Antony 12 years (an interregnum), and reigned alone 44 years r 
he was x6 years of age when Julius was flain,,and died at the age 
of 73. Tacitus fays, his years of Tribunictan power were but 36 ; 
it mud have been in the 8th year of his reign that he took that 
office. Some fcrupul(fufly date his reign from his alTumption 
of it. 

U 3 RR. 
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nit. lOf. 6^ — a B, latin under the effigy m£ Juftida, 
Pietatt, ot Sahi^y c» 6^1-"-|^. 2 B. na. 20f. 

Agripjia: c. REII&. 40/. — i. itRR. 5^— ^refiored 
Vv Trajan, eilrr. 10/.— a b. R. 5*. — reftored by 
Titos, or by Domitian, r. 5'.— *-3 B. rk. aos — i b. 
colony of Gades^ rrr. 5/«**Colo^iaI, 2 and 3 b. rk. 
10 .-^3 B. gr. RRR^ 3/. 

Julia, dau^tor of Aaguihis : 3 b. gr. rrr. 2/. 

Caius Ciuar: 2 s^ rrR. 2A — ^3 b. rr. 1/. — i b. 

col. RRR. 5/. 2 B. col. RR. IQJ. — ^3 B. CoL B.B. 75.-~ 

3 B. gr. RR. iCj.-^2 B. egypt. rev. of Aug. BRR» i/» 

Lucius Cxur : the fame in all refpe&s. 

Agrippa Caefar : 3 b. col. Corinth^ RRRR.. 3/. 

Tiberius (a.c. 15.): g. c. i/. — rev. head of 
Auguftus, 2/.-^rcftored oy Titus, rrr. 6/. — quinarlj 
of gold, RR. 2/. — s. c. IS.— gr. s. R. 5^.— gr. s. me- 
dallions, r. 205. — -lat. B. medallion, rrr. 10/. — i b. 
KRR. 5'.— 2 B. c.'ii. if rcftbrcd, 7/. — 3 b. c. bd.-^ 
X B. col. RR. 2/.— -2 and 3 B. col. c.—Spiniria be- 
tween 2 and 3 B. RR. i/. about 60 Jpintria are 
known. 

Drufus, fon of Tiberius : s. rev. of Tib. rrr. 
loA — 2 B, c. IJ.'— rev. of Tib. rrr. 2/. — ^reftored, 
R. 51. — 2 and 3 B. col. re. ios. — 2 b. gr. rev. of Ger- 
manicus, rr. i^-~3 b. gr. rr. iqj. 

Nero Claudius Drufus, brother of Tiberius : g. 
RR. 2/. — :S. RR. 15J. — I B. R. rather than c. 21. dd. 
they arc ftruck in the reign of Claudius. — reftored, 5/, 

Antoni:^, daughter of M. Antony : g. rr. 3/.r— 
s. RR. 2/.— coins of brittle brals ftruck in Egypt, 
RR. i/.— 2 b. c. IJ.— ^2 B- gr. rev. of Claudius, rrr. 
25^ — 3 B. gr. RR. i/. 

Germanicus, fon of Nero Drufus and Antonia : 

G. RR. 6/.— S. RR. l/.« — I B. RRRR. I5/. — 2 and 3 

B. c. IJ. — 2 and 2 6. col. RR. iqs. — 2 b. gr. rev. of 
Agrippina his wite, or Caligula his fon, RR. 15^.-— 
3B. gr, RR. 15/. ; . 

Agrippina, 



s. iLR. i/.— ^r. med^Uiaas, s. rh^. 5A— *i B* e. 5jv 

— -reftoredy rrb.. jA-r-r^ ^nd 3 6.4:q1. rrrsi. a/* 
Nero and Drulas, Caefars, 2 1« Q. on horieback* 

IX. 2 B« CoL RR. lOf. 

Caiu$ Caefar Auguftiss (CAf-xa^tA A. e* 38.) : 
G. RR. 5/. in Italy yfoxtix loA.-r-s. f. xox.-^r. 
s.. RR. 15/. — m0daliioi|s^ 8* RR. i/.— I B^ R« 5^^-*» 

2 B. C« I J. — I B«GoL RR. x/«-r*2 B. col. rCV« of Gci^ 

fxianicus his ^thef| r. ioi.*-*^3 $. col. H* 2i.*«-a Zb 

gr. RR. !/• 

Dniiilla, filter of Caligula, 2. B. gr. rev« of Cai 
S.B.R. 2/.— ->3 B« gn fam^tevcrfe, i.Rt.« {/.•^•^ere are 
no Romatu 

Julia Li villa, filler ^f Caligula: 3 8. gr. rrr. t/. 
Tiberius Claudius Caeuir Augaftus (a.c. 42): 
o. c. i/.— 'rare rev. 50J.-r?rcftQred Rrr. 3/!— *s, c* 
li. — gr, s. RR. i/. — la^n medallions, s: a/.— gn 
medallions y s. rr. jojtr-coins of brittle brafs of 
Egypt, with the name of Meiialina, aad her figure 
ftanding on rev. R. 51. — 1 B. c 2s. except rare r6f. 
— 2 and 3 B. c« i;«-^2 B. «:0l,i il« and with die heads 
of his children, rr. i/«— '3 B* col. r« 2^* bd,^-^! fi. 
gr. RRR- 3/.— 2 B. gr. c- if-r-rwith the heads of 
Drufus and Antonia, bb* >A— iwith his head, and 
that of Agrtppii>a, R. iox« 

Meffalina: 2 B* col* RBB« 2/.--<3 B* rev. of Ch|u»» 
dius, col. RRR* y>u — I j^ gr* brrr. xf/.-— a b. gr« 
rev. of Claudius, RB« xy.-r-3 B* RR. iL — ^vt Bce 
no Roman* 

Agrippina, <}^tiglpirer of Germaaicus and the elder 
Agrippina : g. b. 305^*— rO» gr. reverfe of Cotys king 
of Bpfphorus, lo/. — ^s. b- frop 71. to las.-^^iun 
medallions^ s. rrr. s^'-^-gfr. medalliei^s^ s. RaLft. 

3/.<— I B. iat. RRRR. ^Ol. — 3 B.C0I. RB. SQl.-f*! ft* 

jgr. RRB« i/r-^2t B. gr* B^B* ^•"-^S B. gr. RR. l/. 

y 4. • £ri^iuucus, 
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Britanriictis, fo<iof Clatidtusr 3B. lattn rrrkI or 
rather unique, with the title of Anguftos, fuch S5 
was in the cabinet of M. Pellerin, 5/. — i b. gr. rrrr. 

10/. — 2 B. gr. RRR. 5/. 

Nero Claudius Cxfar Auguftus (a. c« 55.) o. 
c. 1/.-— fotne rev* 2/.— -s. c, li. — fome los. — gr. s. 
RR. from 5^. -to lOJ.— 8. medallions, rr. 20j.-*- 
brittle brafs of egypt, c. 25. — b. medallions, rbr. 
•8/. — I B. lat. c. 2i.— fome loi.— 2 and 3 b. c. 6^/.— 
a and 3 B. coL a, 2x9—^1 b. gr* rr. from i05. to i/. 
—2 B. gr. c. is. — with Agrippinaj rr. io#. — 3 b. 
^r. c. 6rf. 

. . 0£tavia, wife of Nefoi brittle brafs, eg. rr. 1/ — 
2 B. col. with Nero, rr. ioj. — 3 B. with her head 

Oilly, RRRR, 2f/. 2 IB. gr RR. I5J. 3 B. gr. RRR. 

l/. 
Poppaea,.fecotid wiife of Nero : s. rev. of Nero, 

RRR. 15/*— brittle brafs of Egypt, r. lOi.— 2 b. eg. 
:rrr. i/. — 3 B. eg. rr. 10J4 
; Statilia Meiialiiia, thind Wife of Nero : rrrr. gr. 

Claafiia, daughter of Nero : 36. rrrr. 5/. 

CMius Afacer (in Africa) : s. rrr. 2/. (they want 

'*the portrait).— 3 b. rrrr. 10/. ■ 

. S^rvius Sulpicius GalBa Caef. Aug. (a. c. 69.) 

G. a. 2/. — reftored, rr. 3/.— s. c. is. — brittle brafs, 

*eg.. Jl. 5^. fome ioj.-^i b. lat. c. 2*. — ^fome from 

-ror.-to-j/.— -reftored, RRR.- 3/. — 2 b. c. ri. except 

uifew.reverfes.-*-^ b; col. rrrr. 2/.— 3 b. col. rrr, 

i/. — 2 b. gr. RR. ips. 

-. .Orfto, Aug. (a»c. 69.) :' g. rr. 5/.— -s. c. 2/. 
^fome reveries, i/.— brittle brafs, rrr. 3/. — i b. col. 
.of Jmioch^ RRRR.:5oi.^ — -t B. Antiech, rr'r. 19/. — 
, ^ MX of -Cafiwea^ RRR..3/.— i B« Egyptj rrrr. 15/. — 
.4 a«d 3 B.egi RRRv 2/, - .> • 

Vitellttjs>(a. c^^ 7d.) : g; RR.-3/.— -OJtiw 
Jarvttt^Sj la/. — ^with rev-iof-his two fons, rrr. 5/.— 

s. p. 

3 
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•s. c. 1;. with rev. of his fons, rr. 3/. — iritde 
l>rafs of Egypt in medallions, rrr. 3/. — i b. latin, 

RR. 3/. — 2 B. R. lOJ.— 3 B. gr. RRR. 3^—2 B. of 

Egypt, RRR. 2/. — 3 B. of the fame, rrr. 2/- 

. Lucius Vitelliiis, father of the Emperor: c. rrr. 

6/. — s. RR. 3/. 

Flavius Vespasianus Aug (a c. 70): c. c. 

ii. fave fome rare reverfes. — ^Reftored by^ Trajan, B.. 

2/. — s. c. ix» fome arc worth frpm 41. to 125. — s. 

medallions, R. from 15.?. to 305. — i b: Roman c. ' 
IS. fome reverfes 2/. — 2 b. and 3 b. c. ij — with 

the heads of Titus and Domitian, rr. 10s — 2 and 
3 b. col. RR. 5.^. — 1 b. gr. RR. i/. — 2 and 3 B. gr. 

• c. 2'. — I R. of Egypt, with the head of Titus R. 121. 
Domitilla, wife of Vefpafian, g. rrrr. 30/- — s. 
RRR. 5/. — I, b. r. 105. (it wants die portrait) — ^3 B. 
gr. of Egypt, RRR. joi. , 

Titus Cajfar Veipafianus Aug. (a. c. 79) g. c, 
i7. — Reft'ored by Trajan, R. 2L — s. c. 1^. — ^fome 
reverfes from 4.?. to ioj. — latin medallions* s. rrr. 
2/. — 'gr. medallions, s, rr. i/. — with Vefpafian on 
rev. 3^. — 1 B. c. 15. — fome* from 5*. to 351. — 2 
and 3 B. c. 15. — 2 B. col. rr. 7^.— 3 b. col. r. 25.— 
1 B. gr. RR. 155.— -2 aiSd 3 B. gr. r. 2i.— <2 and 3 
B. of Egypt r. 25. 

Julia, daughter of Titus : c. rrrr. 15/. s. RR« 
i/. fome rev. are rarer, that with the peacock of con- 
fecration is worth 3/. — si medallions rrr.'5'.-^i 
B. R. 85 (there is no portrait)— 2 b. c. 2J. — ^3 B- gf. 
RRR. 1/. 55. 

Domitiakus Aug. (a, c. 81.) medallions of 
G. RRRR. 2b'T-o. c. i/. rev. tff Domiria rrr. 6/. 
— gr. with head of Rhcrcuportdes rrrr. lOf-;^- 
s. c. 15. with Domitia 3/. — there are other rare rev.^ 
niedalliT>ns of s. gr. r. p, — i B. c. i5.-i— foine re- 
verfes from 45. to 2/. — 2 c. If. with rev. of Vefoa- 

fian, RR. 155. 3 B. C. 6/:/.—- 1 B. col. RRR. lA— 

2 and 



a and 3 i. coL c 6^. (kve a &w rev.-^t b. gr. ^lu 
lo/.—- 2 and 3 b. gr. c. ii.*-*^3 b. gr. with the head 
of Julia, HR. i/.— I ». of Egypt, R. 3J. — 2 and 3 
fi. of eg c. IJ. 

Domitia, wife of Domitian : g. rrb.. 5/. fome 
rev. more— s. rr. a/.— ^medallions s. rrr 5/«— r- 

X B. RRRR, 25/. 2 B. RRR, 5/.-— 2 B, gr. With Do- 

mitiaa, rr. 155. — 2 and 3 6«gr» rr. xoi, 

Vcfpafian the younger, natural fon of Vefpaiian : 

3 B. gr. RRR. 2A ftruck under Titus or Domitian. 
Nerva Caefar Aug. (a. c. 96O o. r. 2/. — ^re-s 

iloredy rrr. 5/. — s. c. is. lave a very few reveries—* 

«. gr* R. 7J **— s. medallions, gr. and lat. rr. 2/.-*- 

1 B. q. lA. fave about 10 rare reverfes— 2 B. c. u.— . 
3 B. c. 6^*^2 and 3 b. col. rr.. 7>. — 'i B. gr. rrr. 
j/. cjf. — 2 and 3 b. gr. rr. 75. 6J. 

Nerva TraAJANus Aug. (a* c. 98). c. c. i/. 
foxne reverfes, 8/.^c. gr. rev. of Sauromates, rrrr. 
jo/. — s. c. !/• fave two' or three rcv.-^s. gr. R, zs. 
6d. — s. gr. rev. of Cotys or Ininthimcvus, rrr. 
6/. — s. medallions lat. rr. from i/. to 305.—$. gr. 
RR. from i/. to 30J.— »s, with head of Trajan, rev. 
Diana with gr. legend, rrr. 2/.— «i b. c* ij. — ^fome 
rev. from 5J. to 50J. — 2 B. c. 15.— 3 b. c. 6^. — i 

fi. col. RRR. 2/. — 2 B. col. C. IS, — 3 B. Col. C. 

td-^i B. gr. RR. lOJ.-r-with rev. of Jupiter 5^.^^ 

2 B. ^r. c. XJ.— 3 B. gr. c. 6rf. — Egyptian all c.-.- 
G. With head of Tr^ijian the father, rrr. ^1.-^%^ 
with the fame rr. i/. 

Plotina, wife of Trajan : o. rr. 4/. — ^rev. Jra Pu^ 

dicitla 12/ — C- ^uinarii^ RRR. 4/.— s. RRR. 4/. — r 

with Ara Pudlcitia^ 6/. — I B. RRR. 5/*— 3 B col. 

_Rjj.. iK — 2 and 3 B. g^^. RR. 15J.— 2 b. gr. rev. of 

Trajan, rrr. 2/. 

Marciana, lifter of Trajan : o. rrr. 5/. — ^f. rrr, 
4/.r7-with Sor0^ Imp. Ttajanl, j^rrr. 10/. — x b. 

RRR. d/. — 3 B. gr. RRRR. 3/. 

Matidk, 
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Mfttidia> difUghtttr of Marcktta-«*^G. iiftit« 5/-*-*rei^ 

Ncrva Trajanns HAHHiAyvt Aug* (a. e, 117.} 
m* c« iL fave feme rev.*"^* gr. rev* of Saurosnties^ 
RRR. lo/,— 8. c. ts. fome rev. from 51. to 15*.— 
s. gr. R. ^5.— -rev. of Rhefcuporides, rrr, 4/.— »♦ 
medallions kt* Rii. i/.-^s. medallions gr* AH. 301.— 
I and 2 B. c. u.--4liere are however about 100 rare 
rev. principally of provinces of the empire, which ar# 
.worth from ^sr to j^L^^-z b* with head of Antoni** 

nus, RR. !/•— *3 B. C. W. — 1 B« col. RR. lOJ.— 2 

and 3 b. coL r. 2i. 6<i-*i a. gr. R* 55. — Egyptian 
condition II. 

Antinous, the favorite of Hadrian— gr. medallions 

of B. RRR. 3/.*— I B. gr. RR. 50/.— 2 B. gr. RR. 15^. 

— 3 B. gr. RR. lOi. — rev. of Hadrian, rrr. 2/. — z 
B. eg. RR. r/. 55.— 2 and 3 b. eg. rr. \2s. 

. Sabina, daughter of Matidia, and wife of Hadrian : 
o. R. i/.— withconfecration, 2/. — s. c. is. fome rev. 
j/. — 8. gr* R. 155. to 25J. — s. medallions gr. rrr. 
3/. — litrie medallions of eg. rev. of Hadrian, R. lOx. 
— I B. c. iJ.*— rev. of Hadrian, rr. 2/. — confibcra- 
tion, RR. 15J. to 255.— -2 B. c. 15. — rev. of Hadrian, 
RR. iL — 3 B. col. RR. 55. — I B. gr. RR. 151.-— 2 and 
3 B. gr. R. 31 — 3 B. gr. with head of Had. both 
in front, i/. ^s, — i b. eg. r. ioj. — 2 b. eg. c. is.— 
3 B. eg, c. 6^. — gr. medallions of brafs, rrr. 10/— 

Lucius Aelius Cxfar, adopted by Hadrian, but 
died before him, o. rr. 3/. — s. r. 4^. — s. gr. rr. 
15J. — s. medallions, gr. 301. — i b. c. 2J. bd, (aye 
very few rev. — 2 b. c. 4j — 3 B. col. rrrr. 2/.-^ 
I B. gr. RR. 7 J. 6rf. — 2 and 3 B. gr..R. 3X. — b. Egyp. 
c 6d. — 

Antoninus Pius Aug. (a.c. 138.) o. c. i/.-*-fome 
reverfes, 2/. — o. qulnarij^ 305.— s. c. 11. •*—-«. gr. r. 
5^.— with equeftrian ftatue of Hadrian, 25^. — rev. of 

Rcmetal:cs, 
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Rcmetalces^ hrr. 4I. — 1 b. e. 'ii.r-fome rare rcr. 

tu— fomc very rare 351. — z b* g. u,— ^rev. of Fan* 
ina, RR. i/. — ^rev. of Hadrian i25»-^-with M. Ao- 
ffijitis andFaufiina 2^5^ — 1 b. coL rr. los. — 2 and 
3 B. coL R« izs. 6i/.*— I K gr. R. 55. tome rev. more 
*— 2 B. gc*. c. 15*— 3 B. gr. c. 6<i— Elgyptian, c. i5, 
—•feme rev. los. — ^b. medallions, gr. and lat. rr. 5/. 
. Fauflina the '£Jder» wife of Antoninus Pius — G. 
.c. iL fome rev. 2/. — Puelta Faujimiana 6/. — s. c. 
..li.— -fome Fcv. i^s^^^PufUa Fauftiniana, 3/— s. qui- 
fisrij^ R. 5*. — ^medallions of brittle brafs rev. of An- 
toninus, RR. los. — 1 B. c. ij. with rev. of Anto- 
ninus, 2/. — fome rare from y. to i/j-— 2 B. c. is. — 

I B. col. RRR. 30^. 2 B. col. RRR. 25^. with An- 

toninus— I b. gr. rrr. 155. — 2 and 3 b. gr. rr. 
5i.^— <g. B. R. 25. 6^.— <lat. medallions ofn. rrr. 

Galerius Antoninus, fon of Antoninus and Fau-* 
ftina: i b. gr. rev. of Fauftina, rrrr. B/. — 2 B. gr. 
rev. of Faiaftina^ 4/.— '2 b. eg. rrrr. 10/. 

Marcus Aurelius, Antoninus, called The 
Philofopher (a. c. h6.) : g. c. i/. fome rev. 2/. — s. 
.c. 15.— -s. gr. R. 55. — 1 B. c. i5.-^rev. of Fauftina, 
rr. 35*. — rev. of Verus, rrr. 3/. — there are other 
rare rev. — -lead •of thisfize, rr. i05.— 2 B. c. I5.— 
I B. col. RRR. 305. — 2 B. col. R. 55. with Vcrus, 

. RR I05. 3 B. RR. 75. 6^.— I B. gr. R. 25. 6//.— 

.2 B. gr. c. 15. with Abgarus, rr. 75. 6^/. — 3 b. gr. 

c. 6 J, — ^Eg. B. c. li. — ^medallions of b. gr. and lat. 

RR. 2/. to io'.-7- 

Fauftina the Younger, wife of Antoninus the Phi- 
Jofopherf, c. c. iL — gr. rrr. 3/.— 'S. c. |5.— con- 

* The few lead coins of Hadrian and the Antonini are doubtlefs 
tryal-picces. 

f 8hc is kno«,'n from the other by her aquiline nofe, and more 
(lender features: the mother has her hair fafkned in many 
, wreaths to the top of h^r head ; the daughter wears it tied up in 
a large knot behind. 

fecration 
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lecration and Afatri caflrorum^ js. 6</.—- $. gr. ra 
155.— —I B. c. 15. fome rev. as the consecration, 71 ' 

6rf. 2 B. C. IS. 33. col. RRR. 55. 1 K.'gr. R. 55. 

— 2 and 3 B. gr. r. 35,— The gr. and eg. medals, 
ivith the name Annia Faustina, are extremely 
rare.— Lat. medallions, b. 5/.— gr. b. 10/. 

Annius Verus, the fifth and laft, but only furviv- 
ing fon of Marcus Aurelius and Fauftina fave Corn- 
modus, died in the 7th year of his age : i b. rrrr. 
"with rev. of Commodus, 8/. — 2 b. fame rev. rrr. 
^/•— 2 B. gr. with Commodus, rev. of Marcus Aure- 
lius, RRR. 35^— 3 B. gr. rev. of Commodus, rrr. 
a/- 

Lucius Aurelius- Verus Aug* fon of Aelius, the 

adopted heir of Hadrian (a. c. 161 to 170) : — c. c. 

1/. fofne rev. 2/. — s. c. is.'^Profe^h Jug. rrr. 

1 55. — s. gr. RR. i5J.-^i B. c. I J. fome rev. 25;. — 

lead o( this iize, rr. los. — 2 b. c. ij. fave foine rev.— - 

1 B. col. RRR. 50J.— ^2'and 33. col. R. 2x. 6^.— I b. 

gr. R. y. — 2 B., gr. c. u. witli M. Aurelius apd 

Verus, RR. 51 — ^with Abgarus, rr. 5^ — 3)5. gr. 

and eg. c. u. Medallions, b. gr. and'ht. zL to 20/. 

Lucilla, wife of Lucius Verus : ci c. i/. 5^— • 

s. c. IX.— s. gr. with the name of ^ Mannus prince 

of Arabia, rrr. 3/. — i and 2'b. c. ij.* — 2 B. coU 

RRR. 2/. — I B. gr. RRR. 50J. — 2 aild 3 B. gT. RR. 

5Jr.-— Medallions, 2/. to 20/. . 

Lucius Aelius Aurelius Commodus Augl or 
Marcus Aurelius Commodus Antoninus Aug. (a.. 
c. 180) : G. RRR. 4/. fome 6/. — g. medallions^ 
B^ltRR. 40/. — G. q^inarijy RRR. 5/.^G. gr.-^ rev. of 
SauFomates, RRk.- 12/. — s. car. fome Tdv.'^ ri—rf 
1 B. <?.' is: wi*h FatffiihJi, 30^. other rai^^ rev.froiff 
3*. to i8j.-^2 b. c. li. — ^foiht rev. 75. 6rf.-s— i b. col. 
RRR. 595. — 2 and 3 B. 90J. R. 2;. 6rf.^-^i a. gr.R. %s. 
6^.-2 B. gr. c. IX. rev. of" M. Aurel. andFauftina^ 
RR. izs. — 3 B. gr. c. 6rf.— I B«eg.RR. i/x— There 
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are about no medaUioxis of tliis reign, 2?. to 30Z. 

Crifpina, wife of Cotnmodus: c. kub.. 6/.-^^ 
8. C. IS* Diis GenitalUntSf y^— •! B, c. li.-^-^ and 
3 B. coL RR. 7^. 6//.— I B* gr. RR, 75. 64/.— 2 aad 3 
B. gr. R. 3J,— •! B. eg. RRR . a5i.'~2 aad 3 s. <ig. 

RR. 16s. 

Publius Helvius Pertxnax Aug. {a. c. J02} : 
G. RRR. 4L — ^fome rev. as of confecration tdt^*9 
or funeral pile, rrrr. i c/.-^s. rrr. 2/.— foipe i?cv. 
as Liberatis Civibus^ 4/. M^nti Lffudani^^ 5/.—^. lEus^ 
dallions of eg. rrr. 8/.^-i b. rrr^ 4/.«— ^fetme «- 
verfes, as the confecration, and Liberalitoi^ 8/. — 2 JB. 
IJ.RR. lA fomc rev. 2/, — -a B. gr. ar. 2/.— 3 b. eg. 
RRR. 301. Medallions, gr. rrr. 50/. 

Titiana, wife of Pcrtinax. Her coins only occur 
in brittle brafs of Egypt;, rrr. 3/. 

Marcus Didius Severus Julianvs Aug. (a. c. 

193) * O* RRR. lO/. S. RRR. ^,^^\ B. R. 20i.«-^ 

a B. RRR. 3/. 

Manlia Scantilla, wife of Julian I. g. rrr. 10/. 

— S. RRR. 8/*— I B. ilR. 15/.— 2 B. RRR. 4/. 

Didia Clara, daughter of Julian I. t?. rrr. .8/, — 

$. RRR« 8/.-— I B. RR. 155. 

C. Pffcennms Nigit Juftus Aug. (in Syria) : o, 
RRRR. unique in the king of France's cai^ifiet, 
50/. — ^^8. RRRR.8/.-*^r. medallions of s. RRRR»a5/. 

Pefcennia Plautiana, wife of Niger : an uinjq«B)gr. 
medal is given of thi$ lady by fiaudelot. 

Decimus Clodiua Septimius ^Ibinus Auc. (;o 
Gaul): G. RRRR. 20l.^*-s. R^ ^i.^^^Ht oTa^. 
Imp- lOs^T^i B. R. 5/. feme rev« loi.-'-^ft. r. 5^. 
Ar-JB. gr* RRR. 50*.— i B. gr. ftRR. a/.«--«XAtio ©C-. 

dftlUons of B.' RRRR* 2pl. 

* The eagle, being tKe bud .of Jotter, is the moft temmop 
ffttrk' of confecration of «n emperor } as the pcaeock^ the Uti 
4if ' JuoO|* fliowft tliat of -aa eoiprcfs. ^^ 

Lucius 
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Lucius Septimius Severus Pertiflax Aug. (a« t^ 
193.} G. R. 2 A with different heads of his family, 
iiiML. 5/.— G. gr. rev. of Sattromatcs, 10/.— .s. €• 
1 j>.— ^Mrith beads of his family, or rare rev, from 35. 
to aA— s. gr. R. 55.— s. medallions lat. rr. iA--. 
Syrian medallions of bafe s. p*. lOi.— •! b. c. i^^ 
1 — ^^vith Julia or other rare rev, 2/. — 2 b. c. is. fome 
rev. i/. — I B. col. RR. los. 2 and 3 Bt col. r. 2j. 
6^.— -I B. gr- R. 3^. — 2 B. gr. c. ij. rev. of Julia 
in a temple, or Abgarus, 55. — ^3 b. gr. c. U. La-* 
tin medallions, rrr<>2/. to 10/. gr. rr. aL to 5/. 

Julia Domna Pia Felix Aug. wife of Severus : o. 

ILR. 3/.— •with Caracalla and Geta, rrr. 4/.^— ~s. c, n. 

i^ith heads of her children and of Septimius Severus 

59J. — fome rare rev. 3^. to lOf.-^s. gr. R. 5*.— i 

B. c. I/.—- fome rev. 55. to 40;, — 2 B. c. u. fomtt 

rev. 51.-1 B. col. RRR. 2/.— ^2 B. and 3 b. col. r. 

3/.— -1 b. gr. R. 25. 6ii. — ^ B. gr. c. i|. rev* of Cara-* 

calla, RR. 5*. — 3 B. gr. c. 6</.— i 3. Egypt, rr. 

10s. — onedallions, gr. and lat. rrrr; 10/. 

Marcus Aurelius Severus Antoqinus Aug. ^Garjl- 
CALLA* A. c. 211.) G.c. i/,— with Scptimius 
Severus and Julia, 3/. — -fome rare rev. 2/. to 5/--^ 
8. c. If.— *with heads of Severus, Juli^^ and Geta^ 

^' The coins of Caracalla not being eaflty diflingulihed from 

tliofe of Ehgabalus, the names being the fame, a fevs^ marks ixi9f 

be neceiraty. Camcalla has commonly the title GKKU^niais, ^ 

M^lTammeHi, Whiph the other never has. Elagabalus bears moS 

commonly FE^tar. Caracalhi feklom is ftyled imp. Eli^abaluft 

always. , But the mod certain mark is the fun^ deliticaced^ike ^ 

alletiik, knd thence by mcdalUfVs vulgarly termed a i^ar^ which 

h almoft always feen on coins of Elagabalus, behind or beforie 

the figures on the reverfe. It is well known that he was orieft 

pf ihe fun, and thenoe the mark ; which may Jikewife be Toun4 

^ on coins of Julia Soaemtas his mother, and on others. Some 

frenfih writers will have it, that this badge appears alfo on one 

or two coins of Caraealia, which I muil beg leave to impute to 

aidake till the ftronge{l:.]>roof ffiall arife of theic pofition^ whicl) 

I ilrbngly fufpeft to be ciuice void of foundation. 
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aiL'-^4biiie lare mr« from y. to 305.— s. gr. r, 51.—' 
8. medtUjons, gr. urb.. 2/. — brittle braf? of Egy]^ 
c. II.— I B. c. 15.— 4bnic rev. from 3/. to 3a/. — 
1 B« c. 11.— «fome rev. from 35. to20J. — i b^ col. r. 5/. 
except Anuoch in Syria. — 2 and 3 b. col. c. is. 
«— I B. gr. c. If. with heads of Caracalla and Oeta, 
nil. 30*. — a B. gr. c. 15. with Julia, 71. 6^/. — 2 or 
3 B. gr.rcv. of Geta ; or Plautillaface to face, los, — 
I B. Egypt. RR. 1 or.— Medallions of b. gr. r. ios, 
to 5/.-->«-Lat. RRRR. 20i. — s. medallions, 2/. B. 3/. 

Piautilla, wife of Caracalla : g. rrr. 4I. — ^s. c. 
If.— 4bmc rev. 45. — with Caracalla, 3/.— i B. rrrr. 
lo/.'— nearly i b. rrr. 4/. — 2 b. r. 5/. — i b. of 
Tyre^ rrr. 4/. — $ B. col. rr. 55. — i b. gr. rrr. 2/. 
.^-2 and 3 b. gr. R. 25. 6</.— ftledallions of brafs Gr. 

B.RR. 5/. ■ 

Fablitts, or Lucius Sept Geta Aug. (a, c. 211 

to 212.) : G. RRR. 5/. gr. RRRR. 6/.— «. C." 15. 

wiA heads of Sept. iSeverus, Julia, or Caracalla, 2/. 
•—other rare rev. "from 55. to 305.— s gr. rr. 75. 6/. 
^^-vSyrian medallions of bad fiiver, rr. 15J.— i b r. 
5i,*— .fome rev. 151. to 30/. — 2 b. c. i^. 6d. — fome 
leverfes, 101:— i b. col. rrr. 50J. — 2 and 3 b. col. 
BL. IX. 6^.-1 B. gr. RR. lOi.— 2 and 3 B. gr. c. 6d» 
•—Medallions, b. gr. and lat. rrr. 6/. 
"Marcus Opelius Sev. Macrikus Aug. (a. c^ 
^17.); G. rrr. 5/. — s. r. 2j, 6cl. — triumphal chariot, 
3/.7f— Syrian medallions of bafe metal, r. ioj.— i b. 
R. iOf.1 — ^fome rev., i/. to 50^.^ — 2 b. c. u.— -fome 
lev* 5'»— -I B. col. RRR. ^oj.— 2 and 3 b. ^.*5i.— ^ 
I Bi gt. ]r;r. i/.— *2 b. gr. R. 3J. — ^with Diadume- 

* The brafs coins of Geta Au|[ufti]S reprefeDt him with a lone 
beard, and with a couotcnancc pt at leaii 40 years of age, tho, S 
we credit hiAory, be was killed at z^. The iilver coins are al» 
mod all flruck when he was quite a boy .9nd Casfar. Caracaltet 
who was (lain at 29, has likewife a very ancknt phyfiognomy o& 
nis coins. 

nianus. 
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ttlaniis, iji.*— J b. gr. r. 2/^ 6^i— Egyt)tian, r. 2/* 
(^^ — ^lat^MedaUioiisof B. rrrr. io/.-— gr. rrr. 5/. 

Mar.Opel» Ant. DiAdumekianus Caefar Aug. 
(ik, c* 217.) • o» RRRR. king of France's coll 
4.2/.-^^-^. RR. izi.^^Fides MiUtum^ 2/.-— i b. RR.2/.-— 
2 B. R. 5^*— I B. of BitithuSy RRRR* 3/. — Laodicea^ 
4./.- — 2 and 3 B* col. RR. 12*. — i B. gr. rrr. 3/.-^ 
a and 3 b. gr. r. 51. 

M. Aur. Antoninus Aug. (ELaoabalus, 
A., c. 218.) : o. R. 2/. — S; G. ij. — rev. of Soemias, 
30*. — fomc rcverfcs, 5^. to 25^.— -i b. r. 71. W. — 
lome rev* lo^. to 20*. — a b. c. is, — ^fome rev. /^ to 
&. — I b. goI. fave Antioch, rr. iox.— 2 and 3 b. 
tol. R. 2iw 6</.— 1 b. gr. R^ 5J*— 2and 3 Bi gr. c. 6d. 
— ^Egypt. c. 15.— ^B; medallions^ lat* rrrr. loL gr* 
kRR. 5/. 

Julia Cornelia P^ula Augufta, firft wife of Elaga- 
i9alus: G. RRR. jo/.—- s. R, 21. f>d, — ^fonte rev; 75. 
6^.— X B. RR. 30;.— rev. ofthrecyWl?w/i!«'j3/.— *2Bi m. 

*JS. f^d.-^J B. col. RRR. 3/.-^2aad JB.COl. RR. lOf.— -> 

1 B. gr. RRR. ^/. — 2 ahd 3 Bi gt. k. 10/.— Egyptita, 

R. 2J. 6^1 

Julia AqUilia Severa^ fecoiid wife of Elagabalus : o . 
RRRR. 21/.— ^s. RR. lOf.— with rdv. of twb fig. 1/.—^ 

1 B. Rk. 2/.-*-'a B. R. lOi.— ->£ and 5 B; col. RRR. 

ISJ.T-.I B. gr. RRR. 5/. — 2 atid 3 b. gr. kRR* t/*-«^ 

Annia Fauftina, third wife of Elagslbalus i s^^ 
unique in king of Spsiin's cab. 40/.-^ i 0. rrrr< 30/* 
i^2 and 3 R. col. rrr. 2/.-^2 b* gr. rrr. S^*— '2 and 
3 B. Egypt. RR. i/. 

Julia Soemias Aug. mother of Elagabaliis i g*rrr. 
6/.— 8. ci/.-^rev, of Caracalla, rrr. 30^,-1 b. r. 
51.— with Cybele, 30i.*-2 B. c. 2i.— '2 and 3 b. goL 

RRR. l/.-— I B. gr. RR. l/.— '2 B. gT. lOX.— 3 B. gf^ 

R. iu-^z B. Egypt. R. $s. 

X Julik 
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Julia Maefa, grandmother of Elagabalus : c. s.r.'c; 
8/.— s. c. li. — confecrationi. lately difcovered, a/*-^ 
I B. c. ij.-^— confccration, 2/. — 2 B. c. 6d, — ^i b.cqL 
RRR. 30;.— -2 and 3 b; col. &. 101. — i b; gr. &• loi* 
—2 an4 3 B» gr. c. iJ< 

M. Aur. Sev. Alexander Aug. f a. c. 222.) : 
G. c. iL — fome rev. as Mamaeay &c. 5/. *-r — c. me- 
dallions, 25/. — s, c. 1$. — fome los. to 2/.*-^i b. c, 
X J. — fome 41. to 4/.— *:2 B. c. 6t^.*— fome firoin 25. to 
«0J. — 2 B» with Ortiana, r^r. 2/. — ^with Mainaea, 
RR. 105.— ii B.colv (favc Antioch) rr, los. — 2 and 
3 B. col. R. 2i. — I B. gr. R, 2J.— 2 and 3 b* gr*' e. 
6^« — 2 B.gr. with Maefa, rrR. i/.-^i b. Egypt* c. 
|j.— 2 B. eg. c, ij,— -fiive with C<^r.— .B* medailionty 
kt. RRRR. 15/ gr. lOL 

Barbia Orbiana Aug. laft wife of Alexander Se- 
yerus : o. rrrr. 25/«— s. R. 51. — Pudicitia^ i/. — 

i B« R* 155.— 2 B.' R. 5J«^— I B. gr. oi Sida^ RRR. 4^1 

—2 and 3 b« gr^' rr?./ iA — 2 b. Egypt, rrr. i/. , 
JuliaMamxa, mother of Alexander : c. RRR.4A— ^ 

s. c. u^-^-^i B. c. ij. — 2 B. c. 6^ — ^fave two rev. 

Felicltas PerpctuOy i/. and Matri Cajirorum^ lOJ.-^ 

1 B. col. RR. lOf. — 2 and 3 b. col. r. 51. — i b. gr. 

^. from 7i 6^. to i^s^^-^t, and 3 b. gr. r. 2i. 6</.«— 1 b. 

Egvpt. Ri 51. — ^hitifi medallions pf b- RRRR* 2i/» 
(franius jinioninus^z tyrartt inr Germany, in the 

reign of Alexander Severus ; c. unique in cab. of 

king of France, valued at leaft at 60/. 
Gf J. Verus Maximinus Aug* (Maxiiiiin I. a-. 

* Lampridius tells us, that Alexander Scvtrut fitft coined J^^ 
mifis and /r/M^/pf gold : whef)C(;the4«r»//f> or cotnpletecoio, 
was firft termed foUdus. M. Beauvais docs not mention thefc 
talnfis and ibirds, to it is to 6e fupfNofed rtone are found ; and, as 
i have fein none, I could not venture to fupply them. A variety, 
however, occurs firft in the filver coinage about this period,: for 
now are found denarij of three fizes. The largeft ^eighing-abouc 
S4 grains, the middle 60, and the fmall about 36. 



f' 23s ) ' ^' itltlt. ^l-^LiberalitaSy 8/. — s, c. t/.-C 

ifome rev. y. to 155, — i b. c. is, — ^fave fome froirf 

gs. to 155.— 2 and 3 b. c, 6^/.— fom^ rar^ rev.' 31. to 

I5X. 2 B. col. RRR. 15;. 3B. col. RR. 4f.-l»''i B* 

grV RR. i/.-^a fi", gf. ft. ^f.— with his fon, rrr. 1/. 
— 3 B. gr. R. I J. 6rf. — Egypt, k. 2i.-^B. medallions,' 
lat. RRRR. 2?t7.— ^gr. RR. 5/. 

Paulina, wife of Miximin I; s. RR. i/.— .1 b. r« 
xtf'.— cfafr of confecration, rrr. 36^. 

C. J. V. Maximus Caefar : s. rr. 1oj-=-i and 2 B. 
c. 2/.-^'i B. Fi^orid j1u^g» RRR. 2/. — 2 and 3 B* 
c6'l.' RR. 10/.— ii fi. ^r. RR. ^cT;.— ^2 and 3 B. gr. r. 
^f.-^B. medallions, gr. rrrr. 25A 

M. Ant: Gordianus AFRicAiJtJs Aug. (I. a. c. , 
236.) : G. rrrr; lo/.-^s. RRR'. 4/.— ihedallidn^ of* 
bafe metsl of Egypt. A.r'. i/.-^-^i f. rr:. 2/.— 3 B. 
BLRR. 4/— 2 B. Egjrpt. Rk. i/. 

M. Ant. GordiaVus ArRtc^Nus Aug. the 
ydungei" (II. a. c. 236.) : s. rrr. 4/. — Egyptian bafe 
metal medallions, rKR. 501.-^1 b. rr, 2/.— 2 B. 

Egypt, RRR. lis ^ . . , 

Decimus Caefius Balbinus Aiig. (A.C.238.) : <?.' 
RRRR. 21/ — -s. R.4J. — -fome rev. lOx. — ^medallions 
of Egyptian metal, rr. 1/ — i BR. 5^— -fome 30/. 
— '2 B, itRR. 2/.-^B. medallions gr. from 2/. to 4^.' 
ac'cordMg to thei'f cbnfcrvation.— *-2 B* gr. rr. 30^.—* 

2B. Egypt. RR. io«, 

M. CI. PupiENUs Max. Aug. (a. c. 238.) : c. 
RRRR. 21/. — 'S. R. ^y.— fome IO^-— I b. r. 5^— 
fome rev. 15J. and 30X.— 2 b. rrr. 2/, — -b. medal- 
lir^ns gr.' RRR. from 2/. to' 4/. — is. gr. rrr. 3/i— * 
2'B.gr. RR. i// — Egyptian' medallions, i7. 

M. Ant GoRDiANusPius Au'g." (III. a. c. 239) : 
G, c. i/. — favc fo'm'e rev.-^s. c. is. with Cajar^ 
PTR. 10/. — s. medallions gr. rr. to;,— i b, c. u.-— 
fome from 4;. to 30J. — 2 b. e. 6^— fome from 2i, ta 
2U^.-— I^B, col. R. 3/. — 2 and 3 b. col. R, 2i.— I B. gr. 

X* 2 C* 
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2 B. gr, c. 6^. — eg^. with Serapis^ 5i.-r-with head 
Abgs^s on rev. c. ij.-»^b. medallions kit. rrrk.! 
25/. gr. RR. 5/. to 10/. 

StibinaTraiiqmlIina,t7ife of Gordian III. s. 
10/.— 8. qulnarius^ rrrr. 10/,— »l B. ilrjlx.. 12/.—^ 

2 B. RRR. j/.— *I B. col. RRR. 3£. 2 aud 3 B. CoL 

RR. l/. — I B. gr. RR. l/. — 2 B. gr, RK. lOSv-— witb 

Gordian, rrr* i/. — 3 B. gr. rr. xoi.— Medallion^ 
gr. RRR. 5/. 

Marcus Julius Phii.ip^us Aug. (a^c. 244..) : g« 
RRR. 5/. — ^s. c. ij.— with Otaciiia, and Philip the 
feh, RRR. 3/r— fome other rev. from as. oJ. to 
6j.— <• medallions, lat. rrr. 30J. — ►! B. c. ii.— * 
^Emie from 2^^ to 2/« — 2 b. c. if. — fomc zs^ to 155. 
IB. col. RR. loj.-^fave Flminaclum 3i..— 2 and j 
B. col. R. IJ. 6i.— I and 2 b. gr. c.. li.— with 
Philip the fon and Otacilia, rr. js. 6^.— ^-Egypt. r. 
!V.— *b. medallions, fat. rrr. io/.— -with Philip thr 
fon and Otacilia, rrrr. 30/.— ^r; rr. 5/. . 

Marcia Otacilia Severa, wife of Philip the elder : 
O, RRR. 5^ — Securiiai Orbis^ 8/. — s. c. li.— ^with 
Her portrait on both fides, rr. ioj.~Syrian medal- 
lions, s. rr. 15/.— -I B. c. I/.— fome 2x. tai2J.-— 2 
b. c. ij.— I and 2 b. cot r. 4*.-- 3 b. col. rr.|5j.— * 
i^ 2, and 3 B. gr. c. 2x.'— <B.^ medallions, gr. andlat.^ 
Rrrr. 20/. 

Marcus Julius Philippus Aug. (Philip the 
younger, a. c. 246.) : g. rrr. 5/. — rietas Au^g. 
61. — s. c. ij. — fave without the diadem.7-^r b. Cr 
I J. — ^fome.rev. as tlie fea-horfe, loj.— -2 b. c, ij.— * 
fome rev. 5i.— i b. col. (fave Antioch) RR. 7j. 6J. 
'—2 and 3 B. col. rr. 4J.r— i b. gr. rr. 5^. to 20J.— *• 
2B. gr. c. I J. — rev. of the Three Furies ftruck at 
Vntioch, lOJ. — 3 B. gr. c. 6</.— b» medaUions lat* I 
and gr. rrr. 2/. to 10/. 

P.Car^ 
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P, Carvifius Marinus Aug. fin Pannonia) i B.^. 

JLRRj 5/.— -2 1. gr,, kRR, l/. 

Tii CL Mar. Pacatianus Aug. (in Gaul*) i. 

Cn, Meffius Q^, Trajanus Decius Aug- (a., c* 
250.) : G. RRR, 3/. — s. c. ts.-^Fi^oria GermanicU^ 
7J. ^rf^-j-r-t B. €• IJ.— ^^J. Dectnndlia Fel. 2/. — -2 B. 
ic. ti.— -I B. col. R, 3**-^2 anti 3 B. col. R. 2x.-^6f 
Mhifitna^ with Etrufcilla, 1OJ.---1 B. gr. r.'2J. 6^/.--^ 
a ». gr. c. ix..i^with Herennius, rr. ioj. — 3 b. gr. 
c. 63. — 2 and 3 b. Egypt, r. 2j. — b. medallioits 
VsiX% RRR. 5/.— favc Ftlicitas Saculi^ and Vi^orid Aug. 
3C. 21.-^r. ARR^ 2/. to 5/. 

Hcrcnnia Etrufcilla Aug. wife of Decius i 6. 
KRR. 4/.— *8. c. ts.-^Sitculiim novuniy y. — Sytian 
i^edallions of bad fiivcr, rr. i/.t^i B/ r. zs. — .2 B. 
c. is,^^Pndmtia Aug. with three figures, ic^j.— *i 
B. col, RR. J05i-— 2 and 3 b. col. R. yj-^i B. gh 
lave Samoiy rr. 15/.— 2 b. gr. R, 3^--^3 ^- gr. RR. 
45.— B. Egypt. RR, 5x,-^B medallions lat. rrr. lof. 
• i-^avc that with the figure oi Pudicitia fitting, 10;. 

Qi Herennius Etnifcus Meffius Djtcius Aug. 
(a. c. 250.) : o. RRRR. 2iA'^s, c. 15. — forlie rcV- 
55. to 155,— •s. medallions lat. rrr. 3/. — i B. r. 51. 
^ith rev. of inftfuments of facrificc, 155. — ^with title 
of Emperor, rr. 1/.— ^2 B. R, y. — i. b. col. rr. 

lOl.— 2 B. col. R. 5;. — 3 B, col. RRR^ 15^ — 1 and 

2 B. gr. RR. lOJ. — '3 B, gr. R. 75.-i-B. medkllions, 
gr. RRRR. ad/. 

C. Valens Hostilianus Meffius Quintus or Co- 
yintus Aug. (A.C.250.) : 0.RRB.R.21/. — s.^.25.6rf. 
i--»with quality of Emperor, 5J.-^fbme rev. loi. — i B» 
R. 7/. M.-^-fonjie i/.-«-titk of Emperor, rr, i/. — 2 B. 

♦ His coins ate inoftly found in Champagne. Eutropius, lib. 
9. fays of Decius, ^Ikm civih quiad in Gallia motufn fuerat ob^ 
ir^. Khell plattfibly thinks this appUes to PacatHiR. SuffL 

X 5t RR. 
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^Hf loi.— ^m^r Eurtut^ i/. — i b. col. hr. i.Qt/.-— 

a B* col. RR. 51. with Herennius, rrr« i/. — 3 ^. 

pol. RR. 5^.-7^ ®- JS*"* s^RR^- s'*":— ? B. ^r. RR. i/. — 7 
3 B. gr. RR. \y. — B. medallions lat. rrr. 10/. 

C. Vibius Trcbonifinus .Gall.us Aug. (a. c. 
251O : G. RRR. 5/. — s. c. 15. — ^with GaUus Aug. 
pnhr, RRR, j/.— s. quinarijj rr. 5;. — ^ b. c. i/. 
— (ome 7f.-r2 B. c. li. — i JB. coj, r. 55. — 2 ajid 3 

B. col. R. 2S0 6J. 1 B. gr, R. I05, — 2 B. gt. R, JS» 

— *3 B. gr. R. 5J.J-2 B. Egypt, p.. 3*<— B. inedalliQnSy 
gr. and lat. rrr. 2/. to 20/. 

C. Vibius yoLusiANUs Aug. (a. c. 253.) ; Q. 

RRR. 5/.— S. C. I J. — I B. R. lOJ. — 2 B. R. 5i.-r- 

J B. col. fiR, 75. 6jg?. — 2 and g b. col. r. 25.— j b. 
gr. RR. J5'.^— 2 B. gr. RR. 10^—3 B. gr. jel. 5i -^ 
2 B. Egypt. R. 3^.-3. xnedaiiipns, gr. rr;rr. 30/. 

C. or M. Julius Acmjiius jiemilianus Aug. (in 
Jtaly) G. RR9.R. 20/j. — s. R. 2J. bd. — i B. rrjbl. 

3/.— 2 B. RRR. 2/..— 3 B. RRR. l/f-;-lB. COj. RRR^L. 
4/. — 2 B. RRR. lA— I p. gr. RRRR, 5/. 

Publius Licinius Valerianus Aug. (I. a. c* 
)25S') ' G, RRR. 3/. — s. IP- I J. — ^fome to 75. — i i. 
R. ^s.-^Felicitas yfugujlorum^ with the car 2/.-t- 
2 B. R. 51.^ — ^with Gallich^is, i/.-r-j b. c. 2<^. — i b. 
col. R. 31^ — 2 and 3 b. col. r. 2j. — i b. gr. from 2-^. 
to 7s. 62. — 2 and 3 B. gr. c. u. — with Gallienus and 
Valerian the younger, 155,— ^p. njedallions lat. RI19.. 

jo/, gr. RR. $L ' ■ " ' '' ' ' 

Mariniana, fecond wife of Valeria^, s. ^. 2s. 6J» 

r^l B RR. lOi.— 2 B. R. 5^.-^3 B. R. 25. 

p. L. Egn9.ti.us Gallienus Aug. (a. c. 260. |o 
267.) : G. R. T.L'^fomp 4Ly^GaJJi€^a -/f^^. 8/.— -c 
jnedalHons, ^RR. 8/.7r-3. c, if^— foine to iqs. 
*rbe legions 2 J. to 55. — s. medallions, rrr. 2/. — 
5. quinurii^ R, 2^ 6d.-^I B. ^R. IQJ.— -fojp^ 15J.— * 2 

p. R. 55. — Ipme loi. to i/. — 3 B. c. 2^/. — I B. col. 
R. 3^.-r-2 and 3 B*j pol. R. 2X.— rl B. gr, k. 5^. — 2 

' an5 
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i^udjB.gr. R. p.-<-B« medallions lat. itRR. 5/* to 
10/. iave Monet a Aug. i/.r-confccrations of his prcr 
<|eceflbrs in filvcr, c, ax. 

Julia Cori^elia Salonina Aug. wife of Gallienus : 
G. RRR^ 5/, — s, c. iJ.-T-i B, Rf los.-^jie^uitas 

I^ublica^ iL — 2 B. H, 2^.-^3 B* C, 6J. — rl B. Col. RR. 

toi.— -2 and 3 B. col. R. y ---i b. gr, r. 7^.-2 and 
3 ^. gr- c. is.-rrz and 3 b. Egypt, c. u^-rB« roe- 
dallions lat* rrr. io/« gr» i^rrr. 2o/« 
.After this tim^ there are very few * colonial coins* 

P. L. Vaj^erianus Aug. (IL the f)rother of 
Oallienus, a. c. 263 to 267.) g. rrr. 5/. — s. c. 
J J. — I B. RRR, 2/. — rev* of Jovi Crefcentiy 4/. — 2 
b. RR. 7J. — 3 b. c. 3</. — I B* gr. RR, i/. — 2 and 
3 B. gr, R. 55. ^ 

Cornelia. Supera, wife pf Valerian II • s. rrrr« 

10/. 2 B, gr, RilR. ^/, 

E. I^. (?or. Saloninus Valerianus Aug. (III. 
the foil pf Gallienus, a. c 263 to 265.) g. rrr. 
5/. — s. c. IS — ^title of Aug. rr. i/. — i b. rrr. 

^Q^-T72 p. R. 5i. — 3 B. C. 2^. 1 B. gr. RR. l/. — 

i and 3 B. gr. r. 3/.— with cebactoc, rr. io^— 
3;B. gr rev. pf Gallienus, rbir. i/.-t-b. medallions 
lat. RRR. 30/, 
. .IXr^aantUla Aug* s: rrrr. 30/, f- 

M. Fplvius Miurianus Aug. (jn Ferfia) % 2 and 3 
p. gr'. Egypt, R.]p,R. 2/, 

T. Ful4 

* M. Beauvais fays,* none, tho hi^ owp pag(^ confute him. 

t There are only two coins of this lady known ; one in the ca* 
bioet of the Emperor of Germany, and another in that of Counc 
Jkrio1|o» Bpaui^ats knew not of them : but Khell, in his Supple- 
men^ tQ V^illant, Viin, 1767, 4x0, Is fuficient authority. 

X Trebellius Pollio having heard of tlie thirty tyrants of Athens 
wanted to make the like number in the reign of Gallienus ; 
^and they indeed amount to near as many. There were thirteen 
whofe coins are known. Ufurpers whofe coins have not been 
found are Cyni|d(;s, Jngenuus» 0dinathus» Herodinianus, BaliAa, 
VoJens^ Calpurnius Pifo, Caeftius Aemilianus, Saturninus, Trc- 
^eliianus, Celfus, Cenforintis, Herennianus^ Timolaus, Maeo< 

X 4 niusi 
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T. Fulvius Jumps Macrianus Aug, fonof the for- 
mer. Bafe s. %K. xoi*— »3 b, rr. lOf.— 2 b* gr* 
RRR. i/. 3 B. Egypt, RR« 5^. 

Fulvius ^ietus Aug. (ia Sjn^) Bafc filvcf, and 

3 B. HR. lOJ.— 2^t gft RRR. lA — 2 B. £|[jrpt. RRR, 

1/.— 3 B. £gypt. RR. lOJ. 
Septimia ZinMa Atig, (in Palmyra, Syria, and 

Egypt) t gr, S, RRR, 5/.—^ B, Egypt, RRR. 4/. 

M. C. Laticnus Poftumus Aug. (ii; Gaul) g« rr. 
2/. — with his fon, RRR. 5/.— *G. fuinarijt rrr. 3/. — 
Bafc s. Ct li.-^with two portraits, rr. i/. — % b. c^ 
2f. — fomc 55. to i/.— 2 B. c. |/.— fpfllC jjX. tQ 20J. — : 
B. medallions lat. rrr. 3/. 

C. J. C. PfiJIumus Aug. he only appears on his 
father's coin : p. RRR. 5/.— Bafe s. rrr* zL-^rt R. 
RRR. a/. 

Ulpius Corn. LcfKanus Aug. (in Gaul) : Q. rrri{.. 
10/. — s. RRR. 4/. — Bafe s, and 3 e. r. 2J. 

M. Pis^uvonius F'tflmnus Aug. (in Gaul) : o. rrr. 
5/.-^8. RR. i/.— Bafe 5, R^ IQ^ — 3 B. C. 2^*— conr 
fecratiori, R» 3^. 

L; A^r. Piauv. Fi^arinus Avg^ Bafe s. r. 2/.— 3 
B. R. 25, both have Jequitas /fay. 

Aurelia /^i^w^/«a Aug. aiother of Viftprinus thq 
elder, 3 b. rrrr. 2/. 

M. A. Marius Aug. (ii> Gaul) : o. rrrr. 10/*-^ 
Bafe 8. R. iOi.— 3.R. R. 2s.-^Tacator 9riiSf los, 

Manius Acil^us Jureolus Aug. (in Illyricum) : o* 

RRRR. 20/.«^3 B. RRR. 2/. 

Rig€iUaHus Aug. s. rrrr. 30/. f 

«itxs : in number fifteen. 80 that th^ whole make %% : snd tak* 
ing a tyrant or two from the two' fuceeeding reigns of Oaudiw^ 
Gotbicus, and Aurelian, which can fpare them, the round to 
may ftand. |n the fucceeding reigns no coins of Firmius, Lolfh 
anas, .^lianys, Saturnius, Procufus, Bonofus, Aqnilius Sahinutj, 
Achil reus, Narfeas, are yet known. 
f Fiift given by Kbell, and unknown to Beauvais. 

M.A, 
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M. A. Claudius Aug. (coqimonly called Oo<« 

THICUS, A, C. 267,) : O. RRRR. lO/. — S. RRH, 

a/. — B. medallions, rr. lOi.-^a b. r. 2Jr-— col. of 
Antioch of Pifidia^ RR. ioj. — fl »• gr. rr. i/.— i 

c. ad. — fome, ^s Regi artt\ los. * 

M. A. CI. Quint iLLus Aug. g. rrrr. 30/.—^ 
Bafe s. RR. 10s. — 3 B. lat. c. 6rfr— 3 b, eg. rr. 5/. 

L. Domitius Aurbljanus Aug. (a. c. 270.) : 
tG. rr. 2/. — G. medallions, rrr. 10/ — Bafe s. r. 
1 OJ.-r Small B. medallions lat. rev. of Severina, r. 
31— Small medallions of Egypt, with Athenodorus, 
liRRHL. 3/. — 2 B. lat. c. 6d, — ^with 5^/ Domlnus Imp^ 
Mom. lOi. — 3 B. lat. ai^d eg. c. td, 

* From Claudiuf Gotbicus to Diocletian there are no {liver 
coins, fays M. de la Baf^ie ; no eood filver according to Beauvais. 
Of Florianus, Probus, and the nmlly of Carus, even bafe (ilver 
dctiari} are extremely rare, and worth stL each: if any in finQ 
jUver occur, they in4y be held nqique^ Cone£h>rs fopply the place 
of filver, in this interval, with copper walbed with filver; nay, 
tvitK the copper of Probus, which is only wafhed with tin. But 
ihefe coins were never held iilver currency in any period of the 
empire, for they are common in reigns when good (liver is alfo 
frequent 1 that of Gallienus for example : not to add, that quinarij 
pf good iilver occur in thefe very reigns to which fo bad a coinage 
is afcfibed } and whp will fuppofe that the denarius was of waihed 
copper, and its half of good iilver ? The denfirij wafhed with (liver, 
or witb On, were evidently the dinartf dtrfi of the age of Aure«* 
iian ; and lijid 00 mpre concern with Alver currency than the 
black-money, and tin jialf-pencef of mpdern times. ^ They who 
form fequences in diltin£b metals ought to keep the copcu^r waihed 
with iilver, or with tin, among the feries of (mall brai^ or more 
properly mrt by itfelf $ but upon no account to blend it with th^ 
iilver cttrmcy. It is truly rifible to fee foch colle£kors mixing 
ibefe coins with filver, or with brafs, juH as the waihtng happens 
to be in better, or worfe, prefervation \ nay, fome are fo ignc^rai^t 
M to pronounce the frefh ones (liver currency of the period! / * 
' Thefe remarks ought Jikewife to be applied ^o 'the Egyptiai) ] 
coins of brittle brafs; and thofe of the far|)e;' country in billon^ 
or thofe waihed with filver. The IsittcV two aniens ' ought to bd 
kept apart from the €r(l by forma} colle6);or$, were it only on ac« 
count of their colour. 

Ulpia • 



ITJpia Sevcrjna^ wife of Aurelian : g. rrr. 3/.-? 

.Bafc s. R. 25. — B. medallions rev. of Aurelian, R. 

2J. — 2 ahjl 3 B. c, 6d. — 2 B. Cjg, R. 5'«-r-3 b. eg, 

Heroias or Hermias J^e;balaihus Aug (in Palmyra) 

tbixd fon of Zci>obia, rcceive4 the tkte of Auguftus 

3&om Gallienus. Bafe s. and 3 B. lat. r. 35.^^ Same 

without the buft pf Ai^relian, rpr. 2/. — 2 b. eg. 

rr; lOi. — 3 jB. eg. p, 6^. — 2 B. gr. with his hea4 

only RRR. 4^- 

* P. Pivefuviug Tetrkus Aug. (in Gaul) g. rrr. 
4/.-r-witli G. for Gneius, rrj^r. 5/. — with his fon^ 
k-RRR. 6/. — Bafe s. rr. 74 -^^?. medallions, rrr^^ 
20/. — 3 B. c. 3^. — with his f6n in front, rrr. 2/. 

G. Pfvcfuvitis Tetrku% Ccefar . c. RRR. ipL-yrB^S^ 
«. RR. 7/. 6d. — 3 B. c. 6^. , 
' M* CI. Tacit.us Aug, (a. c. 275.) : c. rr. 
%L — Bafe ^. RR. 55.— tB medallions, rrr. 305. — z 

Jl» RRR. 10/.— 3 IJ. C. 2d, — a B. eg. RR. JJ. 3 B*. 

eg R. I^. ""\ *' ' 

M. Anmus Florianus Aug. (a c. 276.) : g. 
RRR. 4/. — ^B. medallions, r. iox. — 2 B. H. S^.— 3 b^ 

M. Aur. Probus Aug. (a. <c. '2^6/) ; p\ rr. 2/. 
;^ — fome 4/. — Q. raedalliQn.s, rrr. 8/'-r*s. quinarzi^ 
RRR. iOi.r~B medallions, rr. i/. — 2 B. rr. 10^. — - 
3 B. c. i^. — with the Confulates around the bu(l^ 
r. 25. 6//. — 3'b. eg.'c. $d. 

M.. A. Callus Aug. (,a. .c. 252.) : c. rr. 2/.'?-- 
J^er^ina et Deo Caray j^l — s. quindrii^ RRR. i/. — b. 
medallions, rr, i/.— with Carinus apd rey,..the four 
fcafons, RRRR. lo/' — 2 and 3 b. wjth bls.Ufa^ and 
the fun in front, rr. .^oj.— -3 B. lat. ilruckin Egypt, 

M. A. NuMERiANus Aug. (a, c 282.) ; p. 
RRR. 4/. — s. quinarij^ rrk. 2/. — B. medallions, Rii. 
i/. — 2 B. RR. 10;. — 3 B. c. 3^/ — 3 B. eg. c. 3^/. 

M. 
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M. A. Carinus Aug- (a. c, 282.) - c. rrr, 4/. 

-—with Nuraerian, rrrr, 8/. — s^ quinarijy rrr* 2/, 
;— B. inedallions, rr. i/. — fome 2/. — 2 b. rr. iox. 
—3 B. lat. and Egypt. 0.3^/. 

Magnia Urbica, wife of Carinus* ; g. rrrr. 12/. 
j^s. RRR. .4/.— B. medallions, rrr« 2L7 — 2 b. Rai» 
lo^ — 3 B. r. 5^. 

Nigrihiartusy s. rrrr, id/.— ?2 B, RR. i/. — 3 B.. 

J^R. 5^* 

M. h^JuUanus Aug. (Pannonia) : c RRRR. ijo/.-t^ 

iS. R.RRR. 5/>— t3 ^. RRRR, Q.L 

C. V. DiocLETiANUs Aug. (a. c. 284.) : c, 
jiR. 2/. — G. medallions, rrk. 8/. — s, r. 2j^ 6^.— . 
fome rev. lA — b. medallions, rr. lOi. — fome 30;.-^- 
% B. c. i;. — 2 B. Egypt. RR, lOJ. — 3 b. iat and 
flgyp.t. Q, %d. 

M. A. Val. Maximianus Aug. (I. furnamed 
H.erculiy?, a. .c, 285.) : g. rr. 2/. — thofe which 
bear confulates, as well as thofe of Diodetjan, are 
RRR. — Ct. medallions, rrr. 8/. — ^s R. 2i. — fome lU 
— s. medallions, RRR. 2/. — B. medallions:, rr. io#. 
to 305. — 2 B.C. I J. — 'With the bud of Hercules in 
. front, RR. 3/.— '2 3. eg. with fame, lo/. — 3 b. Iat. 
^ndeg, c, 3^. 

CONSTANTIUS (I. GhlpnjS, A. C 2Q2.) : G.RRR. 

3/.-r-fonje 4/. — s. r. 45. — -fome to \L — ^s. medaj- 
}iQns, JHH. 3C)i.-T-B. medallions, 9.RR. i/. — .fave fome 
jrev. more valuable. — 2 and j B. c. 6^. — 3 b. eg. r. 
StJ, $^. — Conftantius, on conlecration coins of fmall 
brafs appears veiled, a Angularity hard to account for. 

Flavia Julia Helena Aug. wife of Conftantius : 
p. RRR.R. 40/.— 3 B. c. bd, 

* Flavia Maxiniiana Theodora Aug. fecond wife of 
jConftai>tius, ppon divorcing Helena : s, rrj^. 2/.-T- 
3 B. c. bd. 

* M. Beauvais weds Urbipa to Caruf ; t)UjD an UDJ(iue jbrafs 
coin, given by Khell| aHign^ hpr to Carioas. 

Galerius 



Galerim Val. Maximiaitus Csf. et Aug. (Mud- 
nian 11. a. c. 292.) : c. iLt.R, jA-^^bme 5 L s « m» 
4jd — fotne i/*—- •• meclallionsy b.k.r. 3iLi b * medal- 
lionsy RRR. 2/. — 2 and 3 b. c. ^d. — 3 b. eg. rr. 51. 

From this time there are very few • Greek or 
Egyptian coins till the reign id Ntcepboms about 
500 years after. 

Galeria Valeria Aug. wife of Majumian IL 
daughter of Diocleiian: c. rrr. 8/. — 2 and 31* 

R* 2i. 

Cn. Salvius jtmandus Aug* (in Gaul) ; 3 B. rrrr, 
4/. 

Carausius Aug. f (in Britain) : g« rrrr« 2i/. 
Virtus Caraufij round the buft, 3o/.->-s. RRR. 3/.-^ 
3 B. R. li.— fome to 1/. 

AlUBui Aug. (in Britain) ! c. rrrr^ 2i/«x— s, 
RRR, 3/. — 3 3. R. IX.— fome 10/. 

X«« Uomhtus Domitianus Aug, (in Egypt.) : 2 B. 

RR. lOi. — 2 B, eg. RRRR. 2L 

Flavius Val. Seybrus Caef. et Aug. (a. c. 306.) ; 
c. rrr. 5/.-^s. medallions, rrr. 3/. — B.medallions, 

RR. l/. 2 B R. 2f.— 3 B. RR. y. 

C. Gal. Val. Maxi^inus Csef. at Aug. (Maxi^ 
min II. AC. 306.) : o. RRR. 3/ — s. quinarius^ RRRR. 
4/. — s. medallions, rrr. a/— --b. medallions^ rr» 
|/.-t2. b. c. (}d, — as FiliusAugg. RR.5f.-v.-3 b. 0.3^, 

M. A. Val. Maxentius Aug. (in Rome) : c. rrr, 
3/. — with Priuceps Juventutisy 4/.— s. unique in M. 
^'Ennery's cab. 6/.— b. medallions, rrr* 3/.— 2 and 
3 B. c. ^d. 

Romulus^ fon of Maxentius : c. unique in cab. of 
M. Pellerin, who refiifed 50A — s* quinarius uniqUP 

^ M. BcftUYajs ^gain fays, fMr#, wi^h ^t link fb^iDdattOD is 

before. 

f Caraufius had his tide acknowledged by Diocletian and 
Maximiany and was therefore a lawful prince, according to every 
idea t^c can form of the legal right of a Roman Emperor. 

in 



in M. d^Erin^ry's cab. 8/.— a b. ^.r^ io/.— 3 H. ikt. 
Jlexander Aug. (in Africa} : 2 JJ. rr^r. ^L — |j 

B. RRR. ^^ 

Fl. Val. Licinianus Licinius CaeCetAug. (a4 
c«3ii.)3 o, RRR. 3/.-— s, medallions, rrr. aA-^ 
B. medallions, rrr. ^/. — 2 and 3 b. c. 3^. 

Fl. Val. Lk* Licinius C«far : o. rrr. 5/.-^3.b. 

M. Martinianus hxxgi 3 b. rrr» 5>/. 

FhVaL Constant iNXJsMaximus Aug. (I. fuc- 
ceeded his father^ A. c. 306. reigned alone in 323.) : o* 
R. i/.— fomc 3/.-— o. medallions, Rrr. 5/. — s. r. 5/. 
-*-s. medallions, rrr, 2/. — B. medallions, rr. 30/.-*-^ 
^ B« c. 6rf.— •with jF/7/i/i y^tff . in front and Genio Filij 
j^kgg, on rev. rrr« 10;.— ^3 b. c; id. M. Gene- 
bri^r had 1200. 

Flavia Maxima Falufta Augufta: g. rrrr. 20/. 
*?-s. RRR. 2/. — B. medallions, rrr. 3/."^-3B. c. (>d^ 

Fl* Julius Crifpus Caefar : o. rrR. 5/ — b. xrie-* 
dallions, rr. i/. — ^33. c. 2d. 

Helena, wife of Crifpus, marked N* F. {nobWJJimM 
femina) 3 b. rrr. io^. 

Faufta, N. F. 3 B. RR. ^, 

Fl. Jul. Delmatius C»far: 6. rrrr. $/.<<--**3 B| 

FL CI. Hannibalranus Rex. (nephew of Con'* 
ftantine I.) : o. rrrr. 40/. — -3 b. rrr. 2/. 

Fl. CI. CoNSTANTiNUs Juiiior Caef. et Aug* 
(Confiantine II. A. c. 340.) : c. rrr. 4/. — s. me- 
dallions, rRr. a/.-^bafe s. rr. iox.-^B. medallions^i 
RR. i/.— fome 2/. — 3 B. c. 2d. 

Fl. JuL CoNsTANs Caef. ct Aug. (a. c. 340.) : 
G. c. I2J. — fome rev. 2/. — O. medallions,*RRR. 5/. 
— s. c. I J. — fome iGf. — s. medallions, rr. i/.— b. 
medallions, r. ioi. — 2 and 3 b. c. 3^. 

Saturninm Aug. (in Egypt) : 3 b. rrrr. 3/. 

2 FK 
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a. . 




Sererui • • 


i<>i 


#£^avu • \ 


196 


Flav. Val. 


3t6 


Olybriut « 


3»i 


Libius « 


3^1 


Otacilia Sevpra • 


308 


T. 




Otho 


296 


Tacituf 


3»4 


P. 




Tctricus 


314 


Pacatiapus • • 


309 


Theodora • 


315 


Paulina • • 


307 


Theodoiiusl. 


3»^ 


Pertinax • • 


30a 


11. • 


3*0 


Pefcennius Niger • 


30» 


Tiberius 


a94 


^Pefccnnia {'lautiana • 
^Feiconius Maximus • 


30* 
320 


Titiana ■ • 
Titus . » 


30* 
^97 


Philip' •. . . 


308 


Trajan • • 


*9» 


Plautilla . • » 


304 


U. 




Plotina 


.298 


Ulpia Severina • 


314 


Pompey tlie Great • 


19* 


V. 




Scxtut 


*93 


Tabalathua v 


314 


Poppaea • « 


296 


Valens « • 


31^ 


Podumus \ • 


31* 


Valeodniaa I. • 


318 


Prifcus ^ttalus • 


320 


II. 


3'9 


Probut • . « 


314 


III. 


3«o 


Procopius 4 


3>9 


Vakxian 1. • 


316 


Pupienus • « 


307 


11. 


3it 


Q^ 




irr. 


3»» 


Quietus . -^ • 


3i» 


Verut Aonius Ctefat 


30t 


Quintillu$ « 


3«3 


L. Aur. Aug* • 


301 


R.. 




Vefpaiian 


297 


Regalianus • . 


312 


the fon 


29! 


Romulus. Cxfar 


3*^ 


Vetranio • 


3.» 


Aug. i 


jai 


Viftor 


3«9 


S. 




"ViSorina • -• » 


31* 


Sabina . « 


*99 


Vi£lorinui 


3ifc 


TranquilliDa 


308 


Vitcllius • . • 


296 


Salonina . • • 


3" 


Volttfian - . • 


310 


Saturninas . 


3»7 


Z. 




ScantiUa. « • 


|o4 


ZcDO * • * ; 


s«t 


&tbafliaims • 


320 


Zcnobia 


1«» 



THE END. 



y'v 
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Pomittus Domitiaous 
Pruantilla 

PruiilU 

Prufu* Tibcrii F. . 
Nero Claudius 

e;. 

Blagabalus • ^ 

]^ugenius 

F* 

Faufta ^ . • 

FauHinaPii 

Mffcl • 

flavia Maxima Fayfla 
lorianus • * 

G. 
- Galba • • 

Galla Placidly 
GaHus • « 

Gakria Va\<:ria 
Oallienus 
Germanicus •' 
Geta ^ • 

^lycerius • 

Qordiani 'Africaui 
Qordianus Hus' • 
Gratian 

H. 
Hadrian 
liannibalianus ^ 
Helena * • 
Crifpi 

Juliani • 
Herennia Btrufcilla 
Herennius Cxfar 
Honorius • 

Hoflilianus 

'J. 

} Johannes • 

Jovian • 
ovinus • • 

ulia (or Livia) 
Augufti F. 
Tin F.. 
Domna Pi a 
Cornelia Paula 
Aquilia Severa 
Mamaea 



316 Maefa ^ • 
311 Soxmias 

295 Julian I. (Didius) 
294 II. 

a^94 Julianus Tyrannus 

Julius Caefar 
305 Juih Grata Honoria 
319 L. 

Laelianus . 

317 Leo I. 
30Q II. • 

30Q Lepidus 
317 Licinius 
3 14 Licinia £udocia • 

Livia 
296 Livilla • 

3.20 Lucilla 
310 Lucius Caefar 

316 M. 
310 Macrianus 

294 Macrinus 
304 Ms^nentius 
321 Magnia Urbica 
307 Majorianus 
3^07 Marcianua • 

319 Marciana • 
Mariniana 

299 Marin us • 

317 Marius • 
3:1 5 Martinianus 

317 Matidia • 
31S Maximian I. 
309 II. 
309 Maximin I. 

320 II. 
309 Maximus Caefar 

Aug. 
320 Maxentius 

318 MeiTalina 

320 StatUia 

293 N* 

294 Nepos • 
297 Nepotianus # 
303 Nero • 
305 Nerva • 

• 305 Nigrinianus 
30$ Mumerianus 






3«>5 

302 

3i« 

3^5 

292 

32« 

3it 
321 
321 • 

293 

3«7 
320 

«93 
295 
301 

294 

3" 

304 

3i« 

31S 
321 

3»o" 

29S 

3x0 

309 

3I» 

3»7 

299 

3'5 
3i<i 
306 
316 

307 

319 
316 

295 
296 

321 

3i» 

296 

» 298 

315 

3'4 
Q. 
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o., , 






Severui • • 


3'^ 


#£^avu 


> 


19^ 


Flav. Vul, 


Olybriut « 


• 


3«i 


Libius « 


3*» 


Otacilia Sevpra • 




30* 


r. 




Otbo 


• 


296 


Tacitus 


3^14 


P. 






Tctricus 


314 


Pacatiapus 


• 


309 


Theodora • 


315 


Paulina » , 




307 


Thcodofius I. 


3«^ 


Pertinax . 


• 


30* 


11. • 


3*0 


Pcfcennius Niger 


• 


30» 


Tiberius 


»94 


^iJ^cfcennia plautiana 
^Teiconius Maximus 


• 


30» 


Titiana • • 


30Z 


• 


3»o 


Titus • » 


297 


Philip ' • 




308 


Trajan • • 


»9» 


Plautilla . ' . 


A 


304 


U. 


I 


Plotina . • 




.298 


Ulpia Severina • 


3>4 


Pompey i\\e. Great 


• 


a 9* 


V. 




Sextu* 


« 


•93 


Yabalathus « 


314 


Poppaea • • 




296 


Valcns « 


31^ 


Podumus .\ 


• 


31* 


Valeodniaa I. • 


3«8 


Prifcus j^ttalus . 


• 


320 


If. 


3»9 


Probui • . 


« 


314 


III. 


3*0 


Procopius 4 




3»9 


Valeiian 1. • 


310 


Pupienus • » 




307 


II. 


3«t 


Q^ 






I [I. 


3»« 


Quietus , «. 


• 


3«» 


Verus Annius Caefar 


30t 


Quintillu; « 




3»3 


L. Aurw Aug* • 


301 


R.. 






Vefpafian « • 


«97 
29S 


Regalianus 


• 


JI2 


the Ton 


Romulus. Cxfar 


* 


316 


Vetrawo , 


3«S 


Aug. 




J* I 


Viaor . • . 


3»9 


S. 






"VJSoriDa • . » 


31a 


Sabina 


« 


*99 


Vi6lorinut • • 


3^^ 


Tranquillioa 


■ 


308 


Vitellius • , • 


296 


Salonina . • 


• 


3«i 


Volciftaa • . • 


3iO 


Siiturninas .' 


• 


3»7 


Z. 




Scant ilia. • 


• 


|o4 


2eno ' . • ; 


$*« 


Sifbafliaiuis * 




320 


Zenobia • - » 


J«» 



THE END. 
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